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A book that purports to be a ‘state of
the art’ report and costs £245 can be ex-
pected to be comprehensive and accurate,
and to have some theoretical depth. Ken-
ny, Chairman of the British Computer
Society’s Data Protection Committee,
has edited a book that falls well short of
these expectations.

The Report is in three parts: ‘Invited
Papers’ by twelve European experts on
various aspects of data protection and se-
curity, of 10 page average length; an 80
page ‘Analysis’ by Kenny which at-
empts to synthesize the contributions of

e invitees; and a Bibliography compri-
sing 51 items.

The invited papers cover the interna-
tional legal regime of data protection
(Bing; Gassman; Hondius), and the regu-
latory experience of Sweden (Freese),
France (Fauvet) and - somewhat in antici-
pation - Britain (ICL and the Devon
Council’s preparations for data protection
law).

On the security side there are papers
on cryptography (Everett; Gordon) and
personnel practices (Lindsay). Despite
their brevity, some of the papers are use-
ful: recent articles in English on the
French and Swedish legislation are diffi-
cult to find. On the other hand, such
brevity tends to reduce the surveys of in-

mational developments to platitudes and
petition.

Jon Bing presents the only theoretical
analysis, the Norwegian approach of char-
acterising data in terms of three types of
interests: adequacy (‘that all relevant data
is available to a decision maker’), confi-
dentiality (‘that personal data should not
be disseminated in wider circles than ne-
cessary’), and openness (subject access).

The European Convention and OECD
Guidelines on data protection are subject-
ed to an interesting analysis in these
terms.

Such an approach does not appear to
give adequate weight to the long-term po-
litical interests of individuals in limiting
the amount of information organisations
collect about them, irrespective of how it
is presently used - although Bing does
hint at such weaknesses. Otherwise, this
political dimension gains scant considera-
tion throughout the book.

DATA PRIVACY AND SECURITY: STATE OF
THE ART REPORT

The precis of Kenny’s ‘analysis’
promises that ‘the background to the de-
velopment of the privacy lobby is out-
lined’.

The ‘analysis’ is a rather superficial
‘cut and paste’ from the preceding papers
and others. Its half-page survey of Aus-
tralian developments mentions the Free-
dom of Information Act 1982 as a ‘rather
weak Act of its type’, but doesn’t men-
tion the substantial amendments to the
Act in 1983 to strengthen it.

The 1983 Privacy Repor: of the Aus-
tralian Law Reform Commission rates
not a mention!

The 51 item Bibliography is too bricf
and sclective to be of much use. For ex-
ample, there is no mention of the works
of James Rule, the American sociologist
who has contributcd some of the most
important thcoretical work on privacy.

Exccllently printed and bound, in A4
format, it is the computing equivalent of
a ‘coffee table book’: you would expect
to find it in the reception areas of com-
puter companies or consultants who
wished to impress their clients.

The content is more suited to a paper-
back at one-tenth the price when it would
be a welcome addition to the library of
anyone intcrested in data protection.

[First published in the Australian
Computer Journal, Vol 18].
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LMCS LawNet is offering all
members of the legal profession, mem-
bers of all States’ Computers and Law
Societies and other interested parties an
opportunity to participate in LawNet,
the electronic mail and bulletin board
service running Australia wide on Tele-
com’s Telememo.

This offer is of free membership
until December 31 1987, the only
charges being a $100 refundable deposit
to be lodged with LMCS and payment
of Telecom’s fairly nominal usage
charges.

This is a great opportunity for law-
yers, clients and other computer users
to explore the potential of electronic
mail box contact with people outside
their own offices or homes.

directly to the Editors.

| GET YOURSELF PUBLISHED

Contributions to the Newsletter are very welcome. We now intend to
publish it every three months. Your contributions can be sent via LawNet

Julia Baird’s LawNet ID is MLSJ or she can be contacted at Mallesons
Stephen Jaques 50 Bridge Street Sydney and Glyn Gill can be contacted
| at Moore and Bevins DX 189 Sydney or Fax (02) 235 2563.

LawNet converts your computer
into a telex, document and WP file cx-
change facility.

The same message can be sent to
other members of LawNet or other
Telememo users for the cost of sending
one message.

The Socicty for Computers and The
Law has a bulletin board on LawNet.
We also invite users to view our bulle-
tin board on LawNet, to participate in
any electronic discussions which may
evolve and to address all contributions
to the Newsletter through LawNet.

For more information, contact
LMCS on (02) 33 4626 in Sydncy or
(08) 232 1445 in Adelaide or send your
deposit to LMCS DX 712 Sydncy or
GPO Box 183 Sydney 2001.
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