Society News

New South Wales

Since the last issue of the Journal,
the Society has been actively pursu-
ing its seminar program. In May,
Stephen Peach of Gilbert & Tobin
and Jerry Davies, CEO of On Aus-
tralia Pty Limited spoke on Internet
and the Law. The seminar was con-
vened by Brendan Welsh of Gilbert
& Tobin and was very well attended
by members of the legal profession,
members of the publishing industry
and people more widely involved in
the information technology and
communications industries.

The June seminar discussed the im-
plementation of the trade related in-
tellectual property rights (TRips)
agreement by the Australian Gov-
ernment and its impact on the copy-
right and other intellectual property
rights subsisting in Australia.
Mathew Kennedy of Clayton Utz
gave a discussion on the background

to GATT and the TRIPS ASPECT of GATT.
Geoffrey Grinter, barrister-at-law,
convened the session and gave a sum-
mary of the legislative amendments
flowing from the implementation of
TRIPS. Connie Carnabuci of Malle-
sons Stephen Jaques spoke about
Australia’s obligations in relation to
enforcement of intellectual property
rights arising under article 61 of
TRIPS.

The now well established annual
tradition of the joint seminar with
the College of Law was held in July.
The session was well attended. Eliza-
beth Broderick of Blake Dawson
Waldron convened the session.
Connie Carnabuci of Mallesons
Stephen Jaques provided a discus-
sion on multimedia, the legal issues
and directions. Maureen Tangney,
Acting Executive Member of the Pri-
vacy Committee of New South

Wales, gave an update on privacy
law. Les Lawrence, longstanding
member of the Society and former
treasurer of the Society, principal of
Vonaldy Pty Limited, gave an inter-
esting discussion on the Internet,
legal issues and recent developments.

The Committee has been develop-
ing a members survey (which it is
intended will be distributed to mem-
bers in August) seeking to identify
member satisfaction with the serv-
ices currently provided by the Soci-
ety and asking members to provide
some feedback on any alternative
activities it would like to see the
Society undertake. The Committee
urges members to participate in the
survey and have their opinions heard.

For more information about the So-
ciety's activities please contact
Connie Carnabuci, The President,

on (02) 250 3646.

1995 Office Bearers
President Connie Carnabuci Mallesons Stephen Jaques Ph (02) 250 3646
Fx (02) 250 3133
Vice President Brendan Welsh Gilbert & Tobin Ph (02) 367 3033
Fx (02) 367 3111
Secretary Diana Gould Clayton Utz Ph (02) 253 4671
Fx (02) 251 7832
Treasrer Anthony Borgese Mallesons Stephen Jaques Ph (02) 259 8078
Fx (02) 250 3133
Meetings Officers Lilliam Powell Freehill Hollingdale & Page Ph (06) 240 6100
Fx (06) 240 6222
Lisa Hill Allen Allen & Hemsley Ph (02) 230 4042
Fx (02) 233 7022
Media Officer Robert Neely Cutler Hughes & Harris Ph (02) 262 6799
Fx (02) 262 1818
Journal Editor Elizabeth Broderick Blake Dawson Waldron Ph (02) 258 6410
Fx (02) 258 6999
Proceedings Editor Catherine McDonnell ~ Allen Allen & Hemsley Ph (02) 230 4398
Fx (02) 233 7022
Membership Officer Virginia Gore Blake Dawson Waldron Ph (02) 258 6422
Fx (02) 258 6999
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Victoria

Principal Office holders
Dr Gordon Hughes, after several

years steering the Victorian Society
for Computers & Law into a larger
and more active Society, has handed
over the keyboard to Philip Catania
of Corrs Chambers Westgarth who
is President for 1995. Former Sec-
retary Amanda Bodger of Mallesons
Stephen Jaques is now Vice Presi-
dent and Paul Gleeson of Russell
Kennedy is Secretary.

1995 activities

Like everyone else in the computer
community and indeed the commu-
nity at large, vscL has focussed its
attention on the Internet. Our first
meeting this year was addressed by
Jason Romney of Price Brent who is
an experienced journalist and pub-
lisher as well as a lawyer with Price
Brent in their information technol-
ogy department.

Jason also writes for The Age on In-
ternet issues. He gave us a lively
and comprehensive address focussing
on the potential for law firms hav-
ing their own home page based on
Price Brent's experience of drawing
new Australian and overseas clients
to the firm.

This meeting was the largest at-
tended by members and non mem-
bers and has boosted interest in the
VSCL.

Open EDI

Ken Steel Director of the Icaris (In-
telligent Commercial and Research
Information Systems) Open EDI
project addressed the May meeting
which extended until well after the
usual 2.00 pm conclusion indicat-
ing just how much interest this topic

provoked.

ICARIS is a research project at the
University of Melbourne, Depart-

ment of Computer Science. The
first objective is to identify the rea-
sons for EDI not being widely
adopted by the world-wide business
community - particularly Small and
Medium Business enterprises.

This has been done and the solution
proposed moves EDI into its second
generation technology, providing a
much simpler and inexpensive route
to Electronic Commerce for all busi-
nesses. One of the problems identi-
fied was the difficulty of matching
the functionality of the receiving ap-
plications with those of the sending.
(Graham Berendorf, electronic trad-
ing manager of Pacific Dunlop ALH
Electrical Group - Return On Infor-
mation October 1994 p.19)

In essence, the software being devel-
oped as a result of this research will
provide through an EDI server, al-
most a shrink-wrapped solution to
the problems of different computer
file formats used by traders to inter-
act with their application programs.
Instead of agreements negotiated by
humans to set standards for the
meaning of terms used in transac-
tions eg widget A specifications,
widget B specifications, delivery date,
the parties’ computers will recog-
nise and accept the definitions of
terms used by each party as they will
have been translated into a com-
mon format by the server. This will
enable immediate communication
between the respective financial
and inventory management software
of the supplier and the purchaser.

Whereas at present accepted esti-
mates are that only 100,000 true
EDI (as distinct from partial EDI agree-
ments) exist now, in five years true
EDI could encompass most small re-
tailers. Australia is therefore at the
head of such a revolution in retail
trade. As we have watched the
spread of EFT into small businesses

(albeit usually franchises) it is possi-
ble to see the potential for growth if
the present top heavy and negoti-
ated agreements can be avoided by a
software standard.

As Ken Steel says, 'when a unilateral
decision is made by one trading part-
ner to move into second-generation
technology its ability to do business
with any trading partners still using
old-ep1 is unaffected'. An ECSDEF
(InterChange Structure DEFinition)
is used to define the structure of
incoming data and another ECSDEF
is used to describe the application
program requirements at the other
end. An EDI server extracts the data
from the incoming transaction file
that is needed for processing.

Future development is dependent on
the definition and solution of legal
issues common to all trading agree-
ments to eliminate the need for time
consuming expensive and complex
upfront negotiations and agree-
ments.

More details from
ksteel@cs.mu.oz.au or also see the
above article in Return on Informa-

tion October 1994.

Internet Conference in

Melbourne on 4 October 1995

After the highly successful INFOTECH
conference last year, the Victorian
Society for Computers & Law pro-
poses to host an Internet Confer-
ence - at reasonable prices compared
with commercial organisations- on
4 October in Melbourne. Papers
and sponsorship are sought from
Victorian, interstate and interna-
tional sources. Of course we also
hope that you will attend what is
planned to be a relevant technical
and law oriented conference. See
VvsCL site at http:// Expressions of
interest to the author eMail -
johnmacm@melbpc.org.au or to the
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Chairman (Tony Beal) of the or-
ganising committee of vscL E-mail -
bealt@werple.mira.net.au.

For more information about the Vic-
torian Society, please contact John

Macmillan, Meetings Officer, on

(03) 9667 0240.

Queensland

Public Seminar

In October this year, the Society
will be conducting an Electronic
Publishing Trade Show. The show
will be for a period of 2-3 hours ata
prominent Brisbane City location
such as the Hilton Hotel.

Each exhibitor will have the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate their prod-
ucts and services to the public and
also to give a presentation of 15 to
20 minutes depending on the
number of presentations.

Exhibitors are asked to tender for
positions at the show.

All enquiries should be directed to
Mr Allan Mason, PO Box 6022,
Fairfield 4103, phone (07) 3227
8428.

Members Seminars

Seminars this year include:

February - 18M Demonstration ware

March 22 - Into the Internet

April - GITC Version 2

June 6 - Telecommuting - Remote
Computer Access to the Office

July 11 - Computer Based Training
Using Multimedia

August - Lotus Notes Project

Annual General Meeting

The Society’s aAcMm will be held in
early December.

f

N
Journal of Law and Information Science )

Information for Subscribers

Cost of the Journal is $30 (Australian) per issue -

two issues per year

Subscription and general enquiries to the Journal of Law and Information Science

should be directed to:

The Editor

Journal of Law and Information Science

c/- Faculty of Law
University of Tasmania
GPO Box 252C
Hobart Tasmania 7001

ph: (002) 202 073
fax: (002) 238 163
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