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.au D om ain A dm inistration L td  
(au D A ), the organisation  that oversees  
.au dom ain nam es, released  the 
Interim Transfers (Change of 
Registrant) Policy on 3 0  June 2 0 0 2 .

U nder the previous dom ain nam e  
rules, the registrant o f  a .au dom ain  
nam e licen ce w as prohibited from  
transferring the licen ce to another 
entity or person. The Interim 
Transfers (Change of Registrant) 
Policy, w hich cam e into effect 
im m ediately , now  perm its a .au 
dom ain nam e licen ce  to be transferred  
in the follow ing circu m stan ces:

(a ) the registrant chan ges its nam e;

(b ) the dom ain nam e is used within  
the operations o f  the registrant 
and either the registrant or the 
operations o f  the registrant are  
acquired by, m erged  into, 
devolved to or jo in ed  w ith the 
operations o f  the proposed new  
registrant;

(c )  the registrant is dissolved, 
liquidated, enters into 
adm inistration or is w ound up 
and the licen ce p asses to the 
proposed new  registrant by  
operation o f  law ;

(d ) the registrant d ies, becom es  
insane or enters into a deed o f

fam ily settlem ent and the licen ce  
passes to the proposed new  
registrant by operation o f  law ; or

(e ) the registrant is ordered to 
transfer the licen ce  to the 
proposed new registrant by an 
arbitrator, tribunal, cou rt or 
legislative body.

R egistrants are the entities or persons 
that have been licensed  to use a 
dom ain nam e. It is im portant to note  
that registrants do not have any 
proprietary right in the dom ain nam e  
and therefore do not have any right to 
‘se ll’ a dom ain nam e. The registrant 
only has a licen ce  to use the dom ain  
nam e on certain  term s fo r a lim ited  
tim e.

R egistrars (the organisations  
accred ited  by auD A  to register dom ain  
n am es) will only transfer a dom ain  
nam e licen ce  if  the p roposed  new  
registrant satisfies the dom ain  nam e  
eligibility and allocation  rules. T hese  
rules have recen tly  been am ended by  
the Domain Name Eligibility and 
Allocation Policy Rules for Open 
2 LD’s.x
T h e registrar will issue the new  
registrant w ith a tw o year dom ain  
nam e licen ce , w hich can  be renew ed  
for further tw o year periods if  the 
registrant continues to satisfy the

eligibility and allocation  rules. The  
previous registrant cann ot seek  
repaym ent from  the registrar fo r the 
unused portion o f  their licen ce  fee.

The list o f  circu m stan ces in w hich a 
dom ain nam e licen ce  can  be 
transferred  under the new  p olicy  is 
exhaustive and does not co v er, for 
exam p le, the transfer o f  a dom ain  
nam e as part o f  a settlem ent 
agreem ent. auD A  is currently  
considering w hether this list should be 
expanded to co v e r additional 
situations.

The ability to transfer dom ain nam es  
will be w elcom ed  by licen ce  holders, 
as it acknow ledges the com m ercial 
value and im portance o f  dom ain  
nam es to the operations o f  m any  
businesses. H ow ever, the
circu m stan ces in w hich dom ain nam e  
licen ces can  be transferred  is lim ited  
and m ay not suit all com m ercial 
situations.

A  co p y  o f  the policy  is available at 
w w w .au d a.o rg .au .

A note on the Domain Name Eligibility and 
Allocation Policy Rules for Open Second 
Level Domains appeared in Computers & 
Law (2002) 48 at 13.
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