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The ABA cannot allocate permanent
community television licences on the
sixth channel before a ministerial re-
view of the television broadcasting in-
dustry, which must be conducted by
July 1997.

The announcement follows earlier
decisions by the ABA to make the sixth
channel available to providers of open
narrowcasting services for community
and educational non-profit purposes in
Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Lis-
more.

The ABA can issue sixth channel
licences in other areas of Australia, as
demand arises.

APPLICATIONS

Groups wishing to use the sixth
channel in areas other than Sydney,
Melbourne, Adelaide, Lismore or Bris-
bane, must apply for a radiocommuni-
cations transmitter licence.

Application forms for transmitter

licences are available from Ms Ann
Bourne, ABA Planning Division, (06)
256 2635.

ACCESS STATEMENT

The ABA is committed to making
available radiofrequency spectrum (the
so called ‘sixth channel’), for allocation
to providers of open narrowcasting
services for community and educational
non-profit use.

In exercising its discretion to issue
transmitter licences to applicants pro-
posing to provide such services, the
ABA will have regard to the extent to
which the service will be accessible to
individuals and relevant groups within
the area to be served.

In considering the accessibility, the
ABA will give consideration to the ex-
tent to which the applicant’s constitut-
ing documents safeguard:

1. the level of openness or non-exclu-
sivity in membership and member-
ship policy;

2. the existence and fairness of any
grievance mechanisms relating to
membership exclusions;

3. the equity of access for members to
programming airtime and the exist-
ence of structures including a griev-
ance mechanism, designed to allo-
cate airtime fairly;

4. the flexibility of programming policy
and format sufficient to allow new
sources of programming to be in-
corporated, and

5. the right of the community to take
part in a range of activities involved
in the operation and management
of the service.

The ABA will further look to the
constituting documents of the applicant
(and any other material on which the
applicant relies) for evidence of a con-
sistency with the purposes for which
the sixth channel has been or will be
made available, that is, community and
educational non-profit use.
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CONFERENCE REPORT

THE FILMMAKER AND MULTIMEDIA CONFERENCE
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Multimedia is genuinely a new medium, not - as the name rather lamely suggests - some hybrid concoction of words, pictures
and sounds, but a powerful new tool for describing the world. I believe it will drive our understanding of connections, processes,
systems - the way the world works - faster and deeper than any existing media.

David Court in his keynote address to the multimedia conference recently held at the Australian Film Television

and Radio School (AFTRS).

A number of speakers at the confer-
ence reflected this view of the potential
and nature of multimedia, suggesting
alternative names such as immedia,
unimedia and integrated media. Mark
Richards from Animation Design Pty
Lid offered the following definition of
this new application of technology:
‘multimedia is a set of enabling tech-
nologies and ideas, which, if properly
exploited, can deliver new opportuni-
ties, including but not restricted to, new
occupations and markets, higher pro-
ductivity, new ways of storytelling, bet-
ter communications, and increased
learning and comprehension’.

So what is a multimedia system? Bob
Cotton and Richard Oliver in Under-
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standing Hypermedia - from Multime-
dia to Virtual Reality (Phaidon, 1993)
set out the requirements as being a
means of display (a television set or
special high resolution monitor and
speakers); a form of storage medium
such as a compact disc carrying images,
text, animation, video and sound (and
in the near future access to information
banks through a fibre-optic network);
and a means of interacting with and
controlling the material displayed (e.g.
a remote control or computer mouse).

The conference was presented by
the Australian Film Commission (AFC)
in conjunction with AFTRS. ABA staff,
Deborah Sims and Neil Skinner, at-
tended the conference which covered

developments in hardware, software
used in multimedia and film produc-
tion, interactivity, the role of federal
agencies such as Department of Indus-
try Technology and Regional Develop-
ment and the AFC, copyright, delivery
and distribution, future scanning and
case studies and exhibitions of a number
of training, educational, documentary
and artistic multimedia projects.

A consistent theme throughout the
conference was content and not the
‘gee whiz’ technology will capture the
imagination of the world’s information
and entertainment consumers. Speak-
ers encouraged filmmakers to contrib-
ute their skills to an area which, until

continuued on p. 27
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now, has tended to be dominated by
people with a background in comput-
ing rather than storytelling.

The user is central to multimedia and
interface design, The way users navi-
gate or explore, interact with and con-
trol their experience of the world cre-
ated within a multimedia environment,
was another vital area that Sarah
Bloomer, from The Hiser Consulting
Group, felt could be enhanced by the

involvement of filmmakers.

A number of speakers suggested that
multimedia could have both a positive
and stimulatory effect on the documen-
tary sector of the production industry.
Ludwig Heinrich, from Brigalow Digital
Publishing, urged documentary film-
makers to consider developing a multi-
media version in addition to their tradi-
tional linear documentary. The consid-
erable amount of source material col-
lected, and painstaking research under-

taken, by documentary filmmakers in
the process of creating a single film
could then be made available in a non-
linearaccess form which allowed greater
exploration of the issue. _

The conference closed with Gary
Warmer from the AFC scanning the
future and exploring ways of interact-
ing with multimedia via movement,
gesture, sound and spoken language.
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