
GUIDE TO TEMPORARY TRANSMISSIONS FOR ASPIRANT COMMUNITY 
BROADCASTERS

A ll tem porary transm issions are  
op en  narrow cast services op er
ating under a class licence. The 

conditions relating to  th ose services are 
contained in Part 7  o f Schedule 2 - 
Standard Conditions o f  the Broadcasting 
Services Act 1992 (see b elow ).

The ABA m ay m ake spectrum  avail
able for tem porary transm issions. There 
is no definition in, o r guidance from , the 
Broadcasting Services Act 1992 about 
how  long a tem porary transm ission m ight 
be. Senior staff of the ABA’s Planning 
Division have a  general delegation, from  
the m em bers o f the ABA, to m ake sp ec
trum  available for up  to  90  days in a  12 
m onth period. A pplications for access to  
spectrum  for tem porary transm issions for 
periods of tim e longer than  90  days will 
have to be considered o n  a case by-case  
basis.
1. W eekend only transm issions (o r any  

oth er com bination o f days) will be 
perm itted for the specific periods in 
w hich transm issions are authorised

w hich will be indicated in the trans
m itter licence. W eekend only o r day(s) 
only transm issions are usually issued  
for calender quarters (January-M arch, 
April-June, July-Septem ber, O ctober- 
D ecem ber).

2. In a  m arket w here a frequency has 
already b een  allocated for w eekend  
only o r d ay(s) only transm issions, 
transm itter licences authorising con 
tinuous use o f a  transm itter on  the 
sam e frequency can  only be issued  
follow ing expiry erf the licence for the 
w eekend only o r d ay(s) only trans
m issions.

3. In ord er to  accom m odate special 
events and longer-term  tem porary  
transm issions, priority will be given  
to  applications for continuous trans
m issions o f 7  days o r m ore, over 
applications for one day (o r sim ilar) 
p er w eek.

4. T he earliest date that the ABA will 
register applications for tem porary  
transm issions is eight w eeks before

the intended com m encem ent o f trans
m ission.

5. If applications are received less than  
six w eeks before the proposed com 
m encem ent o f transm ission, the ABA 
can  give no guarantee that they will 
be processed .

6 . lice n ce s will generally be issued not 
later than 10 days before the intended  
date o f transm ission.

7. A standard licence fee shall be pay
able in advance for each  transm itter 
licence.

8. Enquiries about these guidelines, as 
w ell as tem porary transm issions gen 
erally, should be directed to:
Station Adm inistration Section  
Planning D ivision
Australian B roadcasting Authority 
PO  B o x 34
BELCONNEN ACT 2 6 l6  
T elephone (0 6 ) 25 6  2840  
Facsim ile (0 6 ) 253  3277.

Planning D ivision M arch 1993  
Effective 1 April 1993

Excerpts  from  Schedule 2 to  th e  Broadcasting Services A ct 1992
The excerp t, Part 7 , is referred to  in Guide to Temporary Transmissions fo r  Aspirant Community Broadcasters, above. Clauses 

3, 4 , 5 and 6 , Part 2 , are m entioned in Part 7 .
Pa r t  7 - Services provided
UNDER CLASS LICENCES

Conditions applicable to  broadcasting  
sen/ices p rovided under class licences
11 (1 ) The follow ing conditions apply to 

the provision by a person o f a 
broadcasting service under a class 
licence:
(a ) the person w ill not broadcast 

an advertisem ent o r sponsor
ship announcem ent for, o r 
for the use of, cigarettes, ciga
rette tob acco  o r any other 
tob acco  product;

(b ) the person w ill com ply with 
program  standards applica
ble under Part 9  o f the Act;

(c )  the person will not use the 
broadcasting service in the 
com m ission o f an  offence

against an oth er A ct o r a  law  
o f a State o r Territory;

(d ) the person will com ply with 
the special conditions out
lined in Schedule 2, Part 2, 
clauses 3 , 4 , 5 and 6  in rela
tion to  the broadcasting o f 
political o r controversial m a
terial, the identification o f cer
tain political m atter, records 
o f m atter broadcast, and ad
vertisem ents relating to m edi
cines.

(2 ) T he provision by a person o f a  sub
scription broadcasting service o r a  
subscription narrow casting service 
under a  class licence is also subject to  
the condition that subscription fees 
w ill continue to  be the predom inant 
source o f revenue for the service.

Stan d ard  Conditions 
A pplicable t o  Class Licences

Part 2 - Special conditions
Broadcasting o f  po litica l o r  controver
sial m ateria l
3 (2 ) If, during an  election  period, a  

broadcaster broadcasts election  
m atter, the broadcaster m ust give 
reasonable opportunities for the 
broadcasting o f election  m atter to  
all political parties contesting the 
election , being parties w hich w ere 
represented in either H ouse of the 
Parliam ent for w hich the election  
is to be held at the tim e o f its last 
m eeting before the election pe
riod.

(3 ) 'Ib is clause d oes n ot require a  
broadcaster to broadcast any m at
ter free o f ch arge.

Continued on p. 6
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Identification o f  certain po litica l
m a tte r
4 (2) If a broadcaster broadcasts politi

cal matter at the request of an
other person, the broadcaster 
must, immediately afterwards, 
cause the required particulars in 
relation to the matter to be an
nounced in a form approved in 
writing by the ABA.

(3) A broadcaster must, in relation to 
political matter broadcast at the 
request of another person, keep a 
record of the name, address and 
occupation of the person or, if the 
person is a company, the name 
and the address of the principal 
office of the person for the re
quired period and must give to 
the ABA any particulars of the 
record that the ABA, by written 
notice, requires.

(4) For the purposes of this clause, a 
person authorises the broadcast
ing o f political matter only if the 
person is responsible for approval 
of the content of the political 
matter and the decision to present 
it for broadcasting.

Records o f  m a tte r broadcast
5 (2) If a broadcaster broadcasts matter

relating to a political subject or 
current affairs, being matter that is 
in the form of news, an address, a 
statement, a commentary or a 
discussion, the broadcaster must 
cause a record of the matter to be 
made in a form approved in writ
ing by the ABA.

(3) Subject to this clause, a broad
caster must retain in his or her 
custody a record so made for a 
period of:
(a) 6 weeks from the date on 

which the matter was broad
cast; or

(b) if a complaint has been made 
about the matter - for 60 days 
from the date on which the

matter was broadcast; 
or for such longer period as the 
ABA, in special circumstances, 
directs in writing.

(4) If a person considers that a record 
so made is admissible in evidence 
in proceedings instituted, or pro
posed to be instituted, in a court, 
being a record that is held under 
subclause (3), the person may 
give to the broadcaster a notice in 
writing informing the broadcaster 
that the record may be required 
for the purposes of the proceed
ings.

(5) If such a notice is given to a 
broadcaster in respect of a record, 
the broadcaster must, subject to 
this clause, retain the record until 
the proceedings or the proposed 
proceedings to which the notice 
relates have been finally deter
mined.

(6) If the proceedings are not insti
tuted within a period of 3 months 
after the notice is given to the 
broadcaster, subclause (5) ceases 
to apply to the record at the end 
of that period.

(7) The obligation imposed by this 
clause on a broadcaster to retain a 
record does not apply at any time 
when the record is in the custody 
of a court in connection with 
proceedings instituted in the court.

(8) If the ABA is of the opinion that a 
matter of which a record has been 
made under this clause is of suffi
cient historic interest to justify its 
being permanently preserved, the 
ABA may direct in writing a per
son who has custody of the record 
to deliver it for safe keeping to a 
person or authority specified by 
the ABA, and the person to whom 
the direction is given must com
ply with the direction but is enti
tled to fair compensation.

(9) A broadcaster must, without 
charge, make available to the ABA,

upon request, any specified record 
made by the broadcaster under 
subclause (2) that has been re
tained by the broadcaster (whether 
or not the broadcaster is, at the 
time of the request, under an 
obligation to retain the record).

Advertisem ents re la ting to  medicines
6 (2) A broadcaster must not broadcast 

an advertisement relating to a 
medicine unless the text of the 
proposed advertisement has been 
approved:
(a) by the Secretary to the De

partment of Community Serv
ices and H ealth under 
subclause (3); or

(b) by the Minister on appeal to 
the Minister under this clause.

(3) A person may apply, in writing, to 
the Secretary to the Department 
of Community Services and Health 
for approval of the text of a pro
posed advertisement relating to a 
medicine.

(4) If an application is made, the 
Secretary to the Department of 
Community Services and Health 
may, in writing, approve or disap
prove the text.

(5) The Secretary to the Department 
of Community Services and Health 
must give the applicant written 
notice of the approval or disap
proval.

(6) If:
(a) an application is made under 

subclause (2); and
(b) the Secretary to the Depart

ment of Community Services 
and Health does not notify 
the applicant of the Secre
tary’s approval or disapproval 
of the text within 60 days after 
the day on which the applica
tion was made;

the Secretary is taken to have 
approved the text under subclause 
(3) at the end of that period.
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