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The ABA has released for public comment a draft program standard in 
which it proposes to increase the amount of Australian content on 
commercial television.

ABA releases proposed oz content standard

The ABA’s Australian 
content proposals have 
been developed after 

extensive consultation with 
broadcasters, program mak­
ers and consumer groups 
about how to ensure the con­
tinuing achievement of high 
levels of Australian content 
on commercial television.

Highlights of the proposed 
standard:
■  an increase in the mini­
mum amount of Australian 
content shown by the com­
mercial television networks 
from 50 to 55 per cent of 
transmission time annually;
■  a doubling of the amount 
of quality first-release chil­
dren’s drama to be broadcast, 
from 16 to 32 hours annually,
■  a new requirement for the 
quota for pre-school children’s 
programs to be met by Aus­
tralian programs;
■  a new requirement for 10 
hours annually of new Aus­
tralian documentaries; and
■  a simplified measurement 
system which will guarantee 
the current minimum levels of 
new Australian drama.
Copies o f  the proposed standr 
ard  are available from  the 
ABA, phone: (02 )334  7881. 
Written comments should he 
lodged by the close o f  busi­
ness, 21 July 1995a n d  should  
be addressed to:
Mr Nick Herd
M anager Program Standards 
ABA
PO Box Q500,
Queen Victoria Building NSW 
2000 .

‘The ABA has two ambi­
tions for the new standard. 
That for audiences it will help 
confirm Australia’s sense of 
identity, character and cul­
tural diversity, and that it will 
assist the television industry 
both economically and struc­
turally,’ said ABA Chairman 
Mr Peter Webb.

‘The Australian television in­
dustry has a very good record 
of achievement in producing 
high levels of Australian pro­
gramming which is deeply 
valued by Australian audi­
ences.’

The proposed increase in 
the total amount of Australian 
content on commercial televi­
sion, from the current mini­
mum level of 50 up to 55 per 
cent, would be introduced 
from the beginning of 1998.

‘The Australian audience in 
general will benefit, but young 
children and their parents will 
be the big winners,’ he said.

As well as the amount of 
quality first run Australian chil­
dren’s drama doubling to 32 
hours per year for each sta­
tion, there is a new require­
ment for an additional eight 
hours of repeat material.

The increased quota for first 
release children’s drama will 
be introduced in stages, with 
24 hours required in 1996, 28 
hours in 1997 and 32 hours in 
1988.

The proposed standard also 
requires the quota for pre­
school programs (a minimum 
of 130 hours per year) to be 
met by Australian programs to 
ensure Australian pre-school 
children continue to have ac­

Peter Webb 
anouncing 
the proposed 
new Austral­
ian content 
standard

cess to Australian programs 
made specifically for them.

The ABA’s proposal for a 
quota of 10 hours annually for 
new Australian documentaries 
is aimed at ensuring that docu­
mentaries have a place in com­
mercial television schedules.

‘Infotainment is popular, but 
viewers also appreciate pro­
gramming which explores 
important questions in depth,’ 
said Mr Webb.

New Australian drama con­
tinues to be encouraged in the 
proposed standard. The ABA 
has maintained the current 
minimum levels for first re­
lease Australian drama, but 
made the proposed standard 
simpler and more flexible to 
use in meeting these levels, 
said Mr Webb.

The simplified standard al­
lows each network the flex­
ibility to choose a mixture of 
drama formats to meet the 
overall requirement.

The assessment of whether

a program "is Australian, for 
the purpose of the standard, 
has been made more flexible 
and is now consistent with the 
requirements of production fi­
nancing.

This approach was sup­
ported by broadcasters and 
producers during extensive 
consultation undertaken by 
the ABA.

The ABA is seeking com­
ment from the general public 
and the industry7 on the pro­
posed standard by Friday, 21 
July 1995. Copies of the pro­
posed standard (with explana­
tory notes) are available from 
the ABA.

Following consideration of 
the comments received, the 
ABA plans to determine the 
final version of the standard 
in August 1995.

The new standard will come 
into effect on 1 January 1996. 
This will allow licensees time 
to plan their programming 
so as to meet the increased
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Update

A u stra lian  c o n te n t re q u ire ­

m en ts .

Review of the 
standard

T h e re le a se  o f  th e p ro p o s e d  

stan d ard  re p resen ts  the final 

stag e  o f th e  rev iew  o f  the  

A ustralian  co n te n t ru les for  

co m m e rc ia l te lev isio n . T h e

Outline of the 
proposal

■  An in cre a se  in th e m ini­

m u m  level o f  A ustralian  c o n ­

t e n t ,  to  5 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  

tra n sm iss io n  tim e b e tw e e n  

6 .0 0  a .m . an d  12 m id n igh t to  

b e  a c h ie v e d  b y 19 9 8 .
■  D ou b ling the a m o u n t o f  

quality , first-re lease  ch ild re n ’s

tion will co m m issio n  n ew  A us­

tralian d ram a p ro g ram s o f high  

quality , b u t th o se  p ro g ram s  

w ill n o t co u n t fo r th e p u rp o se  

o f th e  stan d ard .

■  Sim plifying th e defin ition  

o f  an  A ustralian  p ro g ra m  s o  it 

p rov id es g re a te r flexibility an d  

is m o re  co n sisten t w ith  th e  

req u irem en ts  o f p ro d u ctio n  fi­

n an cin g .
P ro g ra m s w h ich  p o sse ss  a 

certifica te  issu ed  u n d e r D ivi­

sion  10B A  o f th e  In co m e  T a x  

A s s e s s m e n t  A c t  ( s u c h  a s  

te le m o v ie s , m in i-series  an d  

so m e  d o c u m e n ta rie s) w ill a u ­

to m atica lly  qualify as a n  A us­

tra lia n  p ro g ra m  u n d e r  th e  

A B A ’s p r o g r a m  s ta n d a r d .  
O th e r p ro g ram s m e e t a  sim ­

plified test o f th e  A ustralian  

cre a tiv e  e le m e n ts  in volv ed  in 

th eir p ro d u ctio n .
T h e  defin ition  o f  A ustralian ,

h o u r d u rin g  C (c h ild re n ’s) 

d ra m a  sh o w n  b e tw e e n  6 .0 0  

p .m . an d  8 .3 0  p .m . T his re ­

flects th e  n e e d  to  e n su re  that 

n e tw o rk s  w ill b e  ab le  to  g e n ­

era te  sufficient rev en u e  to  su p ­

p o rt im p ro v e d  p ro g ram m in g  

fo r ch ild ren .

Further industry and
audience
considerations

T h e p ro p o s e d  stan d ard  is built 

u p o n  th e w id ely  re co g n ise d  

p o sitiv e  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  cu rren t  

stan d ard  a n d  in tro d u ces a  n ew  

sim p licity  an d  flexibility  to  the  

reg u latio n  o f  A ustralian  c o n ­

tent.

T h e A B A  b elieves th e levels  

p ro p o s e d  a re  a c h ie v a b le  by  

co m m e rcia l te levision  b ro a d ­

ca ste rs  w ithin  th e  tim e fram es  

s u g g e ste d  an d  tak e a c c o u n t o f

L a u n c h in g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s t a n d a r d  a n d  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  

f i n e r  d e t a i l s

A BA  b eg an  its rev iew  in Ju ly  

19 9 4 .
T h e  Broadcasting Services 

Act 1 9 92 req u ires that all c o m ­

m ercial television  b ro a d c a st­

ers co m p ly  w ith  th e s tan d ard  

d eterm in ed  by the A BA  for  

th e A ustralian  co n te n t o f  p ro ­

gram s.

T h e  A ct a lso  im p o ses  a duty  

o n  the A BA  to  d eterm in e  su ch  

a s tan d ard . T h e  A BA  is re ­
v iew in g  th e stan d ard  it in h er­

ited  from  its p re d e ce s so r, the  

A ustralian  B ro a d ca stin g  T ri­

bunal.

T h e  A BA  co n su lte d  w id ely  

w ith  b ro a d ca ste rs , p ro d u ce rs , 

w riters, a c to rs  an d  co n su m e r  

g r o u p s  a n d  p u b l is h e d  a 

n u m b er o f  p a p e rs  ou tlin ing  

p rop osals  for chan ge. T he A BA  

also  co n sid e re d  8 5  w ritten  

su b m issio n s rece iv ed . T h e  

p ro p o s e d  stan d ard  rep resen ts  

the resu lt o f  this co n su lta tio n  

an d  th e A B A ’s co n sid eratio n  

o f th e v iew s it heard .

d ram a p ro g ra m s to  b e  b ro a d ­

cast. As a result e a c h  station  

will b e  req u ired  to  b ro a d c a st  

32  h ou rs o f  first run  A ustralian  

c h ild re n ’s d ram a b y 1998 .

■  A n e w  req u irem en t fo r th e  

q u o ta  for p re -sch o o l ch ild ren ’s 

p ro g ra m s to  be m et b y  A u s­
tralian  m a d e  p ro g ram s.

■  A n e w  req u irem en t for 10  

h o u rs a y e a r  o f n e w  A ustral­

ian  d o cu m e n ta rie s  to  p ro v id e  

an  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r a g re a te r  

diversity  in the a p p ro a c h  to  

th e  p resen ta tio n  o f  in fo rm a­
tion .

■  M a in ta in in g  th e  c u r re n t  

m in im u m  level o f  n e w  A u s­
tra lian  d ra m a . T h e  c u rre n t  

m e th o d  o f  m easu rin g  co m p li­

a n c e  th ro u g h  a p oin ts sco rin g  

sy stem  is m odified  to  m a k e  it 
m o re  sim p le  to  u se , w h ile  

en su rin g  th e g re a te st p o ssib le  

flexibility in m eetin g th e stand ­
ard  w ith  a variety  o f  d ram a  

fo rm ats .

In ad dition , th e C o m m ercia l  

T e le v isio n  P ro d u ctio n  Fu n d  

estab lish ed  u nd er C reative N a­

for th e  p u rp o se s  o f th e  p ro ­

p o s e d  stan d ard , will n o t in ­

clu d e  p ro g ram m in g  p ro d u ce d  

by N ew  Z ealan d ers . D esp ite  

the C lo ser E co n o m ic  R elations  

(C E R ), th e A BA  h as re ce iv e d  

legal a d v ice  that it ca n n o t in ­

clu d e  N ew  Z ealan d  p ro g ra m ­

m in g  in an  A ustralian  c o n te n t  

stan d ard .
T h e  A BA  h as re m o v e d  a  d is­

in cen tiv e  to  q uality  ch ild re n ’s 

d ram a b ein g  sh o w n  in p rim e  

tim e, b y  in creasin g  the a m o u n t  

o f  n o n -p ro g ra m  m atter (a d ­

v e r tis in g  a n d  p ro m o tio n s )  

from  12 to  13 m in u tes p e r

th eir c a p a c ity  to  m e e t  th e  

stan d ard .

A u d ie n ce s  w ill be a s su re d  of  

th e co n tin u in g  an d  in creasin g  

availability  o f  A ustralian  p ro ­

g ram m in g  o n  co m m e rc ia l tel­

evision , w ith  ch ild ren  h avin g  

a c ce s s  to  a d ram atica lly  in ­

cre a s e d  a m o u n t o f  quality p ro ­
gram m in g .

P ro g ra m  p ro d u ce rs , w riters, 

d ire c to rs , a c to rs  a n d  o th e r  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  A u stra lian  

cre a tiv e  co m m u n ity  w ill c o n ­

tinue to  find in the c o m m e r­

cial te levision  s e c to r  a thriving  

ou tlet for their creativity . E !
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