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H ~ D ig ita l - the b iggest 
advance in T V  since co lour in 
the 70s?
S Y D N E Y : T h e  A B A  has re le a s e d  a re p o rt o n  the  

n e x t g e n e ra tio n  o f  te levision  b ro a d ca st  

tech n o lo g y .

T h e  te c h n o lo g y  is k n o w n  as digital terrestrial 

te lev isio n  b ro a d ca stin g  (D T T B ) an d  has the  

p o ten tial to  ev en tu ally  re p la c e  th e  p re se n t  

an a lo g  tran sm issio n  system s th at h av e  b e e n  in  

se rv ice  s in ce  th e  first in tro d u ctio n  o f  te levision  

in to A ustralia.

In la u n ch in g  th e  rep o rt, A BA  C h airm an  Mr 

P e te r W e b b  said , ‘T his te c h n o lo g y  will p ro v id e  

A ustralian  a u d ie n ce s  w ith  c in e m a  quality  

p ictu re  an d  so u n d , in terferen ce  free  re ce p tio n  

an d  th e  c a p a c ity  to  re c e iv e  significantly  

e n h a n ce d  p ro g ra m m in g . It is, p oten tially , the

P e te r W e b b  a n d  

C o l in  K n o w le s  a t th e  

la u n c h  o f Digital 
Terrestrial Television 
Broadcasting in 
Australia

b ig g est a d v a n ce  in fre e -to -a ir  b ro a d ca stin g  

sin ce  th e  in tro d u ctio n  o f  c o lo u r  te levision  in 

th e 1 9 7 0 s .’

T h e  rep o rt, D igita l Terrestrial Television 
Broadcasting in Australia  co n ta in s  p relim in ary  

co n clu sio n s  o f  a n  e x p e rt  indu stry  g ro u p  

asse m b le d  b y th e  A BA  w h ich  h as b een  

stu d yin g issu es  su rro u n d in g  th e  in tro d u ctio n  o f  

D T T B  to  A ustralia . T h e A B A  is n o w  inviting  

su b m issio n s fro m  th e  in dustry an d  th e p ub lic  

on  th e  issu es ra ised  in th e  rep ort.

If D T T B  w a s  in tro d u ce d , v iew ers  w o u ld  

ev en tu ally  n e e d  to  re p la c e  th eir television  

re ce iv e rs  to  tak e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  all the benefits  

o f th e  n e w  digital tech n o lo g y . E xistin g  serv ices  

w o u ld  h o w e v e r  co n tin u e  to  o p e ra te  fo r a

c o n sid e ra b le  tim e so  as to  a llo w  v ie w e rs  an d  

b ro a d ca ste rs  tim e  to  m o v e  to  th e  n e w  system .

‘C o n su m ers  w ill o n ly  tak e  u p  th e  n e w  o p tion s  

if th ey  co n sid e r th ere  a re  a ttractiv e  b enefits  to  

th em  th ro u g h  n e w  p ro g ra m  c h o ic e s ,’ M r W eb b  

said . ‘It will b e  u p  to b ro a d c a ste rs  to  b e  

in n o vative  a n d  p ro v id e  th ese  c h o ic e s  if th ey  

w ish  to  se e  v ie w e rs  m o v e  rap id ly  to  th e n ew  

system .
B u t th e se  te ch n o lo g ica l a d v a n ce s  a re  n o t h ere  

y e t an d  th e  k e y  A ustralian  d e cisio n s  lie ah e a d  

o f  us. T h e  co m m u n ity  d e b a te  a b o u t th ese  

m atters  will b e  v e ry  im p o rtan t to  b ro a d ca ste rs  

a n d  in vestors  as th ey  asse ss  th e  o p tio n s  for  

A u stra lia .’
E ven  th o u g h  c a b le  a n d  satellite  serv ices  ca n  

tran sm it digital telev isio n  p ictu re s , v iew ers  are  

still u n ab le  to  fully e x p lo it th e  p o ten tial  

b en efits  o f  th e  digital sy stem s w h ich  in clu de  

w id e  s cre e n  cin e m a -lik e  p ictu re  form ats, 
in teractiv e  p ro g ra m m in g , h igh  d efin ition  

p ictu res, an d  m u lti-p ro g ra m m in g  cap ab ilities.

A  m o v e  o f  o v e r-th e -a ir  b ro a d ca stin g  to  digital 

a n d  th e in tro d u ctio n  o f  telev isio n  rece iv ers  
sp ecia lly  d e sig n e d  for digital te levision  

re c e p tio n  will o p e n  th e  w a y  fo r co n su m e rs  to  

a c c e s s  th ese  facilities. In sh o rt, th e  digital 

te levision  re c e iv e r  in th e  h o m e  w ill b e the  

g a te w a y  to th e  ‘in form ation  su p e rh ig h w a y ’ of  

to m o rro w .
T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  this te c h n o lo g y  is m ostly  

tak ing p la ce  in th e  USA an d  in E u ro p e , w h e re  

th e  first se rv ice s  a re  e x p e c te d  to  c o m m e n c e  by

1 9 9 7 -9 8 .

The Expert Group
A B A ’s stud ies in to  this te c h n o lo g y  h av e  b een  

c o n d u c e d  b y a  joint A B A  In d u stry  E x p e rt  

G ro u p , w h ich  h as b e e n  in c lo s e  c o n ta c t w ith  

th e  sy stem  d e v e lo p e rs , b ro a d ca ste rs , 

in tern atio n al o rg an isa tio n s  a n d  o th e r  

reg u la to rs . T h e  g ro u p  a lso  to o k  su b m issio n s  

fro m  th e  A ustralian  p u b lic, an d  h as b een  

lo o k in g  at h o w  digital terrestrial serv ices  m ight 

b e  in tro d u ce d  in to  A ustralia w ith o u t seriou s  

d isru p tion  to  e x istin g  telev isio n  serv ices.

C o p ies o f  th e  re p o rt a re  av ailab le  free  of  

c h a rg e  fro m  th e  A BA  (0 2 )  3 3 4  7 7 0 0  an d  

co m m e n ts  sh o u ld  be lo d g e d  w ith  the A BA  n o  

la ter th an  31 Ju ly  19 9 5 . S u b m issio n s sh o u ld  b e  

a d d re sse d  to  

T h e  C o n v e n o r  

D T T B  S p ecialist G ro u p  

A ustralian  B ro a d c a s tin g  A u th ority  

P O  B o x  34  
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ABA Specialist Group
A sp ecia list g ro u p  o f  e x p e rts  w a s  estab lish ed , 

d raw in g  re s o u rc e s  fro m  w ithin  th e  A B A , th e  

D e p a rtm e n t o f  T ra n sp o rt an d  C o m m u n icatio n s , 
b ro a d c a ste rs , ca rrie rs  an d  m an u factu rin g  

in terests  in 1 9 9 3  to  b rin g  to g e th e r stud ies th en  

tak ing p la c e  in se v e ra l d ifferent A ustralian  

fo ru m s.

T h e  sp ecia list g ro u p  se t o u t s o m e  d etails o f  its 

p relim in ary  co n sid e ra tio n  o f  th e  issu es in a  

d iscu ssio n  p a p e r  D igital Terrestrial Television 
Broadcasting in Australia - Issues a n d  Options. 
T h e  sp ecia list g ro u p  h as n o w  c o n sid e re d  th e  

p u b lic  co n trib u tio n s , co m p le te d  fu rth er stud ies  

in clu d in g  m o n ito rin g  o f  in tern atio n al  

d e v e lo p m e n ts  an d  th e se  h a v e  b e e n  sub m itted  

to  th e  A B A  fo r co n sid e ra tio n . T h e  A B A ’s

Digita l Terrestrial 
Television Broadcasting 
in Australia, a v a ila b le  

fre e  f ro m  th e  A B A , 

ph  ( 0 2 ) 3 3 4  7 8 8 1

television

p relim in ary  v iew s b a se d  o n  this ad v ice  a re  

d o c u m e n te d  in th e  re p o rt o n  D T T B  in 

A ustralia.

W h ile  m an y  q u estio n s  as to  the b est c h o ice s  

for A ustralia rem ain  u n a n sw e re d , th ere  is n o w  

sufficien t in fo rm atio n  to  e n g a g e  a  w id er d e b a te  

o n  p o licy  issu es that n e e d  to  b e  se ttled  so  that 

th e  o p p o rtu n ities  p re sse n te d  by D TTB  

te c h n o lo g y  c a n  b e  fully e x p lo ite d  to  b en efit all 
A ustralians.

T h e  re p o rt o f  th e sp e cia list g ro u p  is in ten d ed  

to  stim u late  fu rth er d e b a te  o n  th e se  issu es it 

h as id entified  w h ich  a re  su m m arised  in eigh t  
P relim in ary  V iew s.

F o r  m o re  in form ation  a b o u t D T T B , see  
Innovations, p . 17

Hi A B A  establishes fo rm a l ties 
w ith  S ingapore  re g u la to r
SY D N EY : T h e  A B A  h as e stab lish ed  fo rm al ties 

an d  c lo s e r  c o -o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  S in g ap o re  

B ro a d ca stin g  A uthority .
T h e  A B A ’s C h airm an , M r P e te r  W e b b  sig n ed  a

M em o ran d u m  o f  U n d erstan d in g  w ith  th e  

C h ief E x e cu tiv e  O fficer o f  th e  S in g ap o re  

B ro a d ca stin g  A uth ority , C o lo n el H o  M en g Kit, 

d uring a series  o f  m eetin g s  in S yd n ey o n  20  

Ju n e .

M r W e b b  said  th e  M em o ran d u m  w o u ld  

fo rm alise  rela tio n s b e tw e e n  tw o  o rg an isa tio n s  

th at h ad  sim ilar re g u la to ry  resp on sib ilities, 

in terests an d  c o n ce rn s .

‘T h e  a g re e m e n t w ill facilita te  th e  e x c h a n g e  o f  

in form ation  b e tw e e n  th e tw o  p arties  o n  issues  

su ch  as p ro g ra m  stan d ard s, p a y  TV, 

co m m e rcia l re la tio n sh ip s, satellite  b ro ad castin g  

an d  re s e a rc h  in to ch ild ren  an d  television . 

E m erg in g  issu es su ch  as th e  im p lica tio n s o f  

co n te n t o n  th e  In tern et w ill a lso  b e  e x a m in e d .’ 

Mr W e b b  said.
C o lo n el H o  said : ‘R eg u lato rs  to d a y  fa ce  

unlim ited  ch a lle n g e s  an d  o p p o rtu n ities  

b ro u g h t a b o u t b y th e  te c h n o lo g ic a l rev olu tion  

in th e  b ro a d ca stin g  industry. T h e  

M em o ran d u m  o f  U n d erstan d in g  b e tw e e n  the  

SBA an d  the A BA  is a p ro c e s s  o f  learn in g  

to g e th e r to  fa c e  th e se  c h a lle n g e s .’
‘A s a y o u n g  A uth ority , th e  SBA  h o p e s  to  

co n trib u te  as m u ch  as w e  h o p e  to  learn  from  

th e m o re  e stab lish ed  reg u la to rs  o f  the  

b ro a d ca stin g  indu stry  w o rld w id e ,’ C o lon el H o  

said.
T h e  M em o ran d u m  aim s to  facilita te  ch an n els  

o f co m m u n ica tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  A B A  an d  the  

SBA an d  to  in cre a se  th e u n d erstan d in g  o f  e a c h  

o th ers  o p e ra tio n s  a n d  fu n ctio n s. T his will 

en a b le  b oth  o rg an isa tio n s  to  b e  in a b etter  

p o sitio n  to  m e e t th e  ch a lle n g e s  a n d  d em an d s  

o f a ch a n g in g  b ro a d ca stin g  en v iro n m en t.

T h e  A B A  is w o rk in g  to  estab lish  c lo s e r  ties  

w ith  b ro a d ca stin g  re g u la to rs  in th e  A sia P acific  

as w ell as w ith  reg u la to rs  in E u ro p e  and  N orth  

A m erica . T h e  A BA  sig n ed  a  sim ilar  

M em o ran d u m  w ith  th e  US F e d e ra l  

C o m m u n icatio n s  C o m m issio n  in M arch  an d  th e  

South  A frican  In d e p e n d e n t B ro a d ca stin g  

A uth ority  in Ju n e .

Memoranda of understanding
T h e A B A , a lo n g  w ith  o th e r in d e p e n d e n t  

co m m u n ica tio n s  reg u la to rs , re co g n ise s  that th e  

te ch n o lo g ica l, co m m e rc ia l an d  m a rk e t fo rces  

n o w  sh ap in g  the c o m m u n ica tio n s  se cto r
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