
e w s  U p d a t e
A B \[^ Update

su b m issio n s, th e A B A  will b e  b ette r in form ed  

o f  th e  in terest in n e w  an d  im p ro v e d  rad io  
se rv ice s  p rio r to  re leasin g  o u r rad io  p lann ing  

d iscu ssio n  p a p e rs  fo r p u b lic  c o m m e n t,’ said  

A B A  m e m b e r, Mr T im  O ’K eefe.

T h e  A B A ’s visit is p art o f  a n ation al p lan n in g  

p ro c e s s  fo r rad io  se rv ice s , w h ich  in volv es w id e  

p u b lic  co n su lta tio n  an d  fo llow s re le a se  o f  th e  

A B A ’s p riorities fo r p lan n in g  o f rad io  an d  

te levision  se rv ice s  a c ro s s  A ustralia.

W ritten  su b m issio n s a re  a lso  invited  from  

th o se  in terested  in p rov id in g  a n e w  rad io  

se rv ice  in th e  a rea .

A fter co n sid e rin g  su b m issio n s a n d  all 
p rev io u s  p ro p o sa ls  m a d e  a b o u t th e  p lan n in g  

p ro c e s s , th e  A B A  w ill re le a se  a d raft lice n ce  

a re a  p lan  for p u b lic  co m m e n t. L ice n ce  are a  

p lan s d e scrib e  th e n u m b er an d  ch aracteris itics , 

in clu d in g  th e  te ch n ica l sp ecifica tio n s, o f  

se rv ice s  to  b e  availab le  in p articu lar a re a s  of  

A ustralia.
A n in form ation  b o o k le t is availab le  to  h elp  to  

p re p a re  w ritten  su b m issio n s an d  ca n  b e  ob tain  

b y  w ritin g to  th e  ad d ress  b e lo w  o r callin g  

(fre e ca ll) 1 8 0 0  8 1 0  2 41 .
Sub m issions, q u o tin g  file n u m b er 9 3 /  7 7 1 2  

sh o u ld  b e  a d d re sse d  to:

P lan n in g  O fficer for Q u e e n sla n d  C en tral C oast, 

A ustralian  B ro a d c a s tin g  A uthority ,
P O  B o x  34 ,

B e lc o n n e n , A CT 2 6 1 6 .

T h e  c lo sin g  d ate  fo r su b m issio n s is 

2 9  S e p tem b er 19 9 5 .

M  A B A  releases d ra ft 
hearing guidelines
S Y D N E Y : T h e  A BA  h as re le a se d  draft 

gu id elin es fo r the c o n d u ct o f  p u b lic h earin gs.

‘T h e  A BA  feels it w ill assist it in th e ev alu atio n  

o f  th e se  gu id elin es to  seek  th e v iew s o f  

s tak eh o ld ers  an d  h as d e cid e d  to c ircu la te  th em  

to  re lev an t p arties  fo r c o m m e n t,’ said  M r P e te r  
W e b b , A B A  C h airm an.

‘T h e  A B A  w o u ld  like to stress th e  p re p a ra tio n  

o f  th e se  d raft gu id elin es sh o u ld  in n o  w a y  b e  

co n stru e d  as an  in d ication  th at th e A BA  has  

d e cid e d  to  h o ld  a p u b lic h earin g  as p art o f  an y  

o f  its cu rre n t in v e stig a tio n s,’ Mr W e b b  said.

‘T h e  A B A  w ill m ak e  an y  d ecisio n  a b o u t  

w h e th e r to  h old  a h earin g  o n  the m erits  o f  

e a c h  p articu lar c a s e . ’

T h e  gu id elin es a re  in ten d ed  to  ap p ly  to  
fo rm al quasi-jud icial h earin g s as p a rt o f  

in vestig ation s w h e re  th e A B A  is co n sid e rin g  

th e u se  o f  its fo rm al p o w e rs . T h e A BA  will 

co n tin u e  to  u se  o th er form s o f  h earin g  to

in form  itself o n  m atters  re le v a n t to  its 

fu n ctions.

C o p ies o f  th e draft g u id elin es a re  availab le  

from  th e A B A  o n  (0 2 )  3 3 4  7 8 8 1 .

H  Convergence debate not 
focussed on outcom es says 
A B A  Chairm an
SY D N EY : T h e  d e b a te  a b o u t c o n v e rg e n c e -th e  

m erg in g  o f  te le co m m u n ica tio n s , b ro a d ca stin g  

an d  co m p u tin g -h a s , in s o m e  re s p e cts  lost 

to u ch  w ith  th e  p re se n t an d  is 

d isp ro p o rtio n a te ly  fo cu s se d  o n  a fu tu re w h o se  

sh a p e  is to o  dim  to  m a k e  ou t, Mr P e te r  W eb b , 

C h airm an  said.

S p eak in g  at th e C ab le  an d  T e le p h o n y  

C o n fe re n ce  at th e H ilton  in S ydney.

‘I think w h at w e  n e e d  to  fo cu s  o n  are  th e  

so cia lly  d esirab le  o u tc o m e s  w e  w a n t to  a ch ie v e  

in a c o n v e rg e n t fu tu re, ra th e r th an  the  

reg u la to ry  arra n g e m e n ts  b y  w h ich  w e  m ay  b e  

ab le to  b rin g th em  a b o u t.’ M r W e b b  said.
T h e  G o v e rn m e n t’s B ro a d b a n d  S ervices E x p e rt  

G ro u p  has id entified  m an y  o f  th e se  ob jectiv es  

in its re p o rt re le a se d  e arlier this year.
T h e  reg u la to ry  a g e n c ie s  p re se n tly  assig n ed  to  

the a re a s  o f  b ro a d ca stin g , te le co m m u n ica tio n s  
an d  co m p e titio n  all h av e  a p a rticu la r c o re  area  

o f c o m p e te n c y  an d  skill an d  m o stly  d eal w ith  

issu es that a re  o n ly  o f  re le v a n c e  to  their 

p articu lar a re a . F o r  e x a m p le , co n te n t  

reg u latio n  in volv es cu ltu ral, in dustry  

d e v e lo p m e n t an d  so cie ta l w e lfa re  o b jectiv es.
W h e re  th ere  are  k in d red  fu n ctio n s , su ch  as 

b e tw e e n  th e A B A  an d  th e S p ectru m  

M an ag em en t A g e n cy  in sp e ctru m  p lan n in g  an d  

th e A BA  an d  th e T ra d e  P ra c tic e s  C o m m ission  

in rela tio n  to th e a llo ca tio n  o f  p a y  TV lice n ce s, 

th e a g e n cie s  in v o lv ed  h a v e  re c o g n is e d  th e  

p oten tial for co lla b o ra tio n  an d  th e n eed  to  

e n su re  th e issu es th ro w n  up  b y c o n v e rg e n c e  

are  a d d re sse d  in a co o rd in a te d  w ay .
T h e  m ajor re g u la to ry  issu e  arisin g  o u t o f  

c o n v e rg e n c e  so  far, that o f  th e  attitud e of  

O p tu s V ision to  se rv ice  p ro v id ers , w as d ealt  

w ith  b y A ustel after all th e re g u la to rs  co n fe rre d  

an d  c o o p e ra te d  o n  th e  m atter, e a c h  bringing its 

o w n  p e rsp e ctiv e  to  b e a r on  th e  issue.

‘T h e  A BA  h as fo u n d  that this m o d e l o f  d istinct 

but n e tw o rk e d  a g e n c y  resp on sib ilities  h as  

b e e n  effectiv e  in p ra c tic e  b e c a u s e  it p rov id es  

the n e ce s sa ry  e x p e rtise  an d  c o o rd in a tio n .’ Mr 

W e b b  said. ‘T his m o d el d o e s  n o t m e a n  m o re  

reg u latio n , b ut m o re  in form ed , co o rd in a te d  
an d  efficien t re g u la tio n .’

F o r c o p ie s  o f  Mr W e b b ’s s p e e c h , p le a se  call 
(0 2 )  3 3 4  7 8 8 1 . 0
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