
The licence area of the addi
tional com m ercial television  
service will be the sam e as 
th a t fo r th e  v a r ie d  MTN  
licence area, using 1991 cen 
sus boundaries.
3 . Channel capacity  for a com 
munity television service will 
not be m ade available for al
location in Griffith and the 
M urrum bidgee Irrigation Area 
(MIA). T he d ecision to reserve  
channel 47 at Mt B ingar and  
69 in Hay for a n ation al/com - 
munity television service, and  
the ABA’s readiness to m ake  
those channels available for 
tem porary use by com m unity  
and ed ucation al television, 
should  ad eq u ately  address  
dem and and any interest by 
potential com m unity televi
sion services in Griffith and  
the MIA.

L ic e n c e  a l l o c a t i o n

Com m ercial licences will be 
available under a price-based  
a llo ca tio n  s ch e m e , e x c e p t  
w h ere the existing com m er
cial television op erator p ro
vides the sole service of its 
type in the m arket.

As the ABA has also decided  
to m ake on e licence for an  
additional com m ercial televi
sion service available in the 
area, MTN (th e existing solus 
service provider) m ay apply  
to provide a seco n d  service  
for a limited period. T he ABA  
can  ap prove this (u nd er s.73  
of the Act), if it is satisfied that 
another person  w ould be un
likely to be interested in, and  
in a position to, op erate an
oth er com m ercial television  
broadcasting service in that 
m arket.

E xtension  of national serv
ices is primarily funded by the 
Australian G overnm ent. In ar
eas w h ere the G overnm ent 
has no im m ediate plans to 
exten d  a national service, the 
ABA will consider applications 
for re-transm ission by local 
com m unities. 3

The ABA proposes new licences for allocation in 
Carnarvon, Karratha and Port Hedland, Western 
Australia.

T he draft licence area  
plan for rem ote W est 
ern Australia contains  

proposals to m ake new  com 
m ercial rad io FM licen ces  
availab le for a llocation  in 
Carnarvon, Karratha and Port 
H edland, W estern  Australia.

‘The ABA’s public consulta
tion has show n interest from  
existing com m ercial radio li
c e n s e e s  in C a r n a r v o n ,  
Karratha and Port H edland in 
providing an additional radio  
service ,’ said Mr Peter W ebb, 
ABA Chairm an.

The ABA also proposes m ak
ing new  FM com m unity radio 
licences available for alloca
tion at Carnarvon, Exm outh, 
Karratha and Port Hedland, 
and new  AM com m unity ra
dio licences available for al
location at Fitzroy Crossing, 
B ro om e, D erby and Halls 
Creek.

So far industry has expressed  
little interest in providing ad
ditional com m ercial television 
services to the region, w hich  
currently has on e service, 
G olden W est Television. The 
ABA has invited potential 
service providers to submit 
proposals, such as aggrega
tion of licence areas, which  
might result in a second  serv
ice.

‘The proposals will now  un
dergo public com m ent and if 
confirm ed will lay the ground
w ork for new  broadcasting  
services for people living in 
this reg ion ,’ said Mr Peter 
W ebb.

‘This is part of a national

planning process w hich will 
result in detailed blueprints 
for radio and television serv
ices Australia-w ide. Planning  
services for rem ote WA has a 
high priority as th ere’s only  
one com m ercial radio service  
in each  radio m arket and one  
com m ercial television service  
in the reg ion .’

Mr W ebb said it w as im p or
tant to understand the A BA ’s 
role:

‘T h e  A B A ’s job  is to  
identify v a ca n t rad io  and  
television channels and d e
cide the num ber and type of 
c h a n n e ls  fo r  n e w  a n d

im proved services. Then it’s 
for business and the com m u 
nity to take up these op p ortu 
nities,’ he said.

The release of the plan fol
lows extensive public consul
ta tio n  in c lu d in g  p u b lic  
m e e tin g s  in C a r n a r v o n ,  
Exm outh, B room e, Karratha, 
P o rt  H e d la n d , N e w m a n ,  
Derby, Kununurra, Leonora  
and M eekatharra during Feb
ruary and March 1994. A call 
for written com m ent resulted  
in alm ost one hundred sub
missions, w hich the ABA has 
considered in preparing the 
draft plans.

F o r  c o p ie s  o f  t h e  L A P s

B o th  th e  LAP (G r if f i th /M IA )  a nd  th e  d r a f t  LAP 
(R em o te  W A ) can be  o b ta in e d  f ro m  th e  A B A  on  fre e  
ca ll 1800 810  241.
Griffith/MIA
Copies o f  th e  p la n  (w h ic h  in c lud es  dec is ions , reasons  
and  reco rds o f  adv ice  rece ived ) can be  v ie w e d  in  
l ib ra r ie s  in  G r i f f i th  a nd  th e  M IA .
Remote W A
Copies o f  th e  d r a f t  LAP fo r  re m o te  W A  a re  a v a ila b le  
in  loca l lib ra r ie s  th r o u g h o u t  th e  re m o te  W A  re g io n .

S u b m i s s i o n s

W r it te n  subm iss ions a re  in v ite d  a nd  sh ou ld  be  
add ressed  to :
P la n n in g  O ff ic e r  f o r  R em o te  W A  
A B A
PO Box 34
Be lconnen , ACT 2616  
Please q u o te  f i le  re f: 95 /5179.

Submissions closing date:

31 October 1995

Se p t e m b e r  1995 5



A B A ^  Update

M a i n  is s u e s

T he m ain constraint on the 
future developm ent o f broad 
casting in the rem ote areas of  
W estern  Australia is likely to  
be the exp en se  of providing  
additional services to isolated  
and relatively small com m u 
nities. T h ere are m ore than  
su fficien t v a ca n t ch a n n e ls  
available in the region to m eet 
all im m ediately foreseeable  
d em and for radio and televi
sion services.

T he objects of the A ct talk of  
the prom otion  of a diverse  
ran ge of radio and television  
serv ices offering en tertain 
m ent, education  and inform a
tio n  ( s .3 ( a ) )  a n d  th e  
en cou ragem en t of providers 
of com m ercial and com m u 
nity broadcasting services to  
be responsive to the n eed  for 
a fair and accu rate  coverage  
of m atters of public interest 
and for an appropriate co v e r
age of m atters of local signifi
ca n ce  (s .3 (g )).

T he ABA believes the ob 
jects of the Act w ould be best 
served  by m aking tw o addi
tional com m ercial radio li
c e n c e s  a v a i la b le  in th e  
C arnarvon, Karratha and Port 
H edland m arkets.

If there are  at least tw o addi
tional com m ercial radio li
cen ces available for allocation  
in a m arket, an existing radio  
o p erato r w h o is the sole p ro
vider of a com m ercial service  
in that m arket m ay apply for 
on e of th ose licences, under 
the provisions of s .3 9  of the 
Act.

T h ere is only one com m er
cial radio op erato r in each  of  
the com m ercial radio m arkets  
of Carnarvon (6LN), Karratha 
(6 K A ) a n d  P o rt H e d la n d  
(6N W ), an d  all o f these licen
sees have exp ressed  interest 
to the ABA in having an addi
tional com m ercial radio broad
casting licen ce issued to them  
u nder s .3 9  of the Act.

The ABA prop oses to m ake  
FM radio channels available 
for retransm ission of the p ro
p osed  Carnarvon com m ercial 
radio services at Exm outh , 
w hich is in the Carnarvon li
cen ce  area. Similarly, it is p ro
p o se d  to m ak e FM rad io  
c h a n n e ls  a v a i la b le  fo r  
retransm ission  o f the p ro 
posed  Karratha radio services  
at P arab u rd o o , T om  P rice  
(both in the Karratha co m 
mercial radio licence area) and  
at a site 1km south of the 
Karratha tow nship.

In the rem ote areas of W est
ern  A u stralia  o u ts id e  the  
Carnarvon, Karratha and Port 
H edland com m ercial radio li
cen ce  areas, the ABA p ro
p o s e s  to  m a k e  c h a n n e l  
capacity available for terres
trial transm ission of the new  
6SAT satellite radio seivice.

In response to subm issions 
expressing interest in com 
munity radio licences and con 
sidering the availability of the 
radiofrequency spectrum , the 

'ABA p roposes to m ake chan 
nels available for com m unity  
radio services in Carnarvon, 
E x m o u th , K a rra th a , P o r t  
H edland, Fitzroy C rossing, 
B ro o m e , D erby and H alls 
Creek.

Other issues
The ABA p rop oses to rede
fine the licence areas of 6LN 
C arn a rv o n , 6KA K arrath a , 
6N W  and 6HCR Port H edland, 
6N EW  N ew m an  and 6W R  
Kununurra, using 1991 cen 
sus descriptions rather than  
the present 1986 descriptions, 
but to otherw ise leave the 
licence areas unchanged. The 
licence areas for the proposed  
new  com m ercial radio serv
ices will be identical to those  
for the corresponding com 
m ercial radio services.

The planning process
The release of draft licence

area plans (LAPs) begins stage  
three o f the planning process.

The first stage w as com pleted  
in Septem ber 1993 with the 
release of the ABA’s priorities 
for planning services across  
Australia. Stage tw o is also  
com p lete  with the publica
tion of the frequency allot
m ent plan (FAP) in August 
1994, setting out the num ber 
of radio and television chan 
nels in particular areas of Aus
tralia. W ith priorities set and  
the FAP in place, the ABA can  
now  com p lete  this third and  
final stage of the planning  
p rocess, over the next tw o  
years.

Allocation of 
broadcasting services 
bands licences
With the exception  of the ca 
pacity reserved for national 
and com m unity broadcasters, 
other capacity  set out in the 
LAP will generally be avail
able for com m ercial licences, 
under a price-based alloca
tion schem e. Capacity set out 
for com m unity licences will 
be m ade available by m eans  
of a m erit-based system. The  
ABA will begin the allocation  
process after a final LAP for 
each  area has been d eter
mined.

Channels not im m ediately  
required for broadcasting serv
ices m ay be allocated for other 
p u r p o s e s  (s u c h  as o p e n  
narrow casting) for a fixed p e
riod determ ined by the ABA. 
At the end of that period, the 
spectrum  will on ce again b e
com e available for mainstream  
broadcasting. 0

rail®

A dvertising rev en u e  for 
:o m m e rc ia l rad io  w as  

$489-8M for the year ended  
30 Ju n e 1995, an increase of
8 .7  per cent com p ared  with 
the previous year, according  
to figures released by the ABA.

T hese are the fourth in a 
series of unaudited biannual 
revenue figures for the com 
m ercial radio industry to be 
released by the ABA. Previ
ously the ABA published quar
terly revenue figures.

The ABA published audited  
annual financial results for the 
com m ercial television and ra
dio industries for 1993-94 in 
the publication B ro a d c a s tin g  
F in a n c ia l  R esu lts  1 9 9 3 -9 4  
(139p p , $60, tables on disc 
$40), released in July 1995.

To see the results in detail, 
turn to page 13. 0
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