
The ABA's review of the Australian content standard is nearing 
completion —  the ABA expects to determine the new Australian content 
standard this month.
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T he A B A  re le a s e d  a 
revised draft standard  
for com m ent and co n 

sultation in August.
Earlier p roposals to allow  

Australian dram a program s  
first broadcast on the ABC or 
SBS to earn first-run points for 
com m ercial broadcasters will 
not p roceed  under the revised  
draft.

The ABA’s decision follow s 
consideration of subm issions  
received to date in relation to 
the draft Australian content 
standard for com m ercial tel
evision.

‘During this consultation p e
riod w e ’ve m et with and lis
tened to all the parties w ith an 
interest in the standard and it 
is clear that those op p osed  to 
the ABC/SBS issue are very  
fearful of its capacity  to dilute 
the dram a quota, w hile those  
supporting it feel it will be of 
limited benefit. The ABA has 
decided not to p roceed  with  
the p rop osal,’ said Mr W ebb, 
ABA Chairman.

C h a n g e s  t o  e a r l i e r  
d r a f t

The ABA m ade a num ber of 
oth er changes to the draft 
standard as a result o f sugges
tions advanced in submissions. 
T hese include:
• p ro g ra m s fu n d ed  u n d er  
Creative N ation’s Com m ercial 
Television Production Fund  
will not be counted  tow ards a 
licen see’s obligations under 
the proposed  standard. H ow 

ever, the ABA has clarified  
that such program s will not be 
grou p ed  w ith foreign p ro 
gram s for the purposes of the 
transm ission quota;
• in order to avoid a dim inu
tion in the requirem ents of the 
dram a quota, sketch com ed y  
will not count; and
• feature films can be show n  
on free-to-air television and  
earn  first run points even  
though they have been previ
ously show n on pay TV.

Several industry recom m en 
dations on drafting have been  
accep ted  so  as to strengthen  
the definitions of Australian  
program s under the standard  
and further reinforce Austral
ian cultural identity.

A B A 's  r o le

O ne of the ABA’s functions is 
to regulate the level of Aus
tralian content of program s  
broadcast by com m ercial tel
evision licensees. The ABA is

required, under the B ro a d 
ca s tin g  Services A c t 1992, to 
determ ine a standard for co m 
m ercial television that relates 
to the Australian content of 
program s.

The ABA inherited an Aus
tralian content standard for 
com m ercial television that had 
been determ ined by the Aus
tralian Broadcasting Tribunal 
in 1989- This standard has 
rem ained in force since the 
ABA cam e into existen ce in 
O ctober 1992.

The ABA has a duty to re
view  that standard and an
n ounced  early in its existen ce  
that it w ould exam ine the Aus
tralian content issue. The ABA  
en couraged  peop le to com e  
forw ard with ideas about Aus
tralian con tent and how  it 
could be encouraged .

Many industry groups, or
ganisations and individuals 
o ffe re d  id eas  a b o u t h ow  
greater levels of Australian  
content could be achieved.

The ABA listened to these  
ideas.

R e v i e w  p r o c e s s

In July 1994 the ABA an
n ou nced  a formal review  of 
the current standard applying  
to com m ercial television. The  
ABA issued a discussion p a 
per w hich contained a range  
of ideas it had gathered  in the  
p reviou s d iscu ssio n s w ith  
broadcasters and industry rep
resentatives.

In N ovem ber 1994 the ABA  
issued a w orking p ap er and  
held public m eetings with in
terested parties to discuss is
sues in the w orking paper.

The ABA received  a large  
num ber of subm issions from  
broadcasters and industry rep
resentatives in resp on se to 
both papers.

The ABA issued a draft of  
the proposed  standard in jun e  
1995 and em phasised that it 
w as a draft issued for consul
tation. W ritten com m en t w as  
invited as w as discussion of 
the draft standard by the key  
industry groups, individual 
broadcasters and producers.

The revised draft standard is 
b a s e d  on  th e  c o m m e n ts  
received and com m en t in
vited from w ide consultation.

F in a l c o m m e n t o n  th e  
revised draft closed  on 21 
August. One issue w hich has 
receiv ed  ren ew ed  su p p ort  
from  broad casters and the 
production industry is the in
clusion of sketch  com ed y in 
the definition of dram a. 0

The main features of the earlier draft standard received
general support and remain intact. These include:
• an increase in the transmission quota from 50 per cent to 

55 per cent;
• a doubling of quality first release children’s drama from 16 

to 32 hours annually;
• a new requirement for 100 per cent of the quota for pre

school children’s programs to be Australian;
• a new requirement for 10 hours annually of new Austral

ian documentaries;
• a simplified measurement system which will guarantee 

the current minimum levels of Australian drama; and
• automatic recognition for 10BA certified programs.
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