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m onitor and report to him on the operation of 
the anti-siphoning regim e.

T he report review s w hat events have been  
acquired by free to air broadcasters and w hat 
coverage has been provided of those events. 
The report also exam ines w hether there are 
grounds for adding events to the anti­
siphoning list: ‘W e have not recom m en ded  any 
changes to the list at this point in tim e,’ said Mr 
W ebb.

‘W ithin the sco p e of its m onitoring function, 
the ABA has found that major sporting events 
rem ain available free to the public on 
com m ercial television, the ABC and SBS,’ he 
said.

Issues exam ined in the report include:
• b road cast rights acquired by national and  
com m ercial television broadcasters,
• availability of broadcast rights to listed  
events,
• the extent to w hich listed events have been  
televised,
• requests to rem ove events from the anti­
siphoning list, and
• possible am endm ents to the list.

e w s  U p d a t e

S u p e rh ig h w a y  se rv ice  
p ro v id e rs  need to  co n s id e r th e  
c o m m u n ity
SYDNEY: W hile the inform ation superhighw ay  
has great potential, there needs to be som e  
assessm ent of the suitability of its content so  
children are protected, ABA Mr Peter W ebb has 
said.

‘It is becom ing evident there is grow ing
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com m unity con cern  about the ability of the 
new  technologies to distribute material w hich  
m ay offend or harm  the general public, w hich  
in other areas is self regulated or regulated by 
the law ,’ Mr W ebb said.

Speaking at the launch of M e d ia  L a w  a n d  
P ra c tic e , a publication designed to help the 
m edia and advertising industry stay informed  
about broadcasting regulation and the 
developm ents in com m unications and  
inform ation technology, Mr W ebb said one of 
the main issues in the con vergen ce debate is 
the effect o f new  com m unications services on  
children.

‘The Australian com m unity, to its credit, is 
not particularly censorious —  it is not inclined 
to ban things —  but it also w o n ’t be trifled 
with w hen it com es to business behaviour 
w hich ap pear to threaten the well being of its 
children ,’ Mr W ebb said.

He said w hat is n eeded  is a balance betw een  
the benefits of the new  technology and the 
need to p rotect children from  harmful 
material.

‘The com m unity readily con ced es the 
potential influence of television on  children. In 
the case  of developing services for the 
inform ation superhighw ay, a degree of 
industry self exam ination about the nature and  
extent of similar influences seem s w arranted ,’ 
Mr W ebb said.

Mr W ebb also said new  industries need to 
enter the com m unity debate.

‘I’ll be surprised if w e ca n ’t as a com m unity, 
find w ays and m eans of giving effect to sound  
social purposes that p rotect our children from  
harm, w ithout unduly constraining the service 
industry that seeks to entertain and inform  
th em .’ 0

P rogram s granted C o r P  classification
Programs granted C or P classification by the ABA between 11 July 1995 and 14 August 1995. Producers interested in 
submitting programs for classification should contact Liz Gilchrist on (02) 334 7840.

Title O rig in Clas.
N e w /
re n e w a l

Decision
date A p p lic a n t

A*MAZING (Series 4 & 5) Australia C new 16.7.1995 Southern Star Entertainment Pty Ltd

F0URWAY5 FARM (Series 1 8  2) UK C new 31.7.1995 Hit Entertainment UK

HERE'S HUMPHREY Australia P new 31.7.1995 Banksia Productions Pty Ltd

CAD-C Australian drama, P - Preschool, C - Childrens
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