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n e g o t i a t i n g  f t s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s « p a r t i i § j l i « ! a j r  
w i t h  a  p r i n t

Sue Thom pson, Codes and Cond itions  
Section, repo rts .
M ichael Lee, Minister for

Com m unications and the Arts, 
ackn ow led ged  the im portance  

of p eop le w ith print disabilities being  
actively involved in the developm ent 
of services on the ‘inform ation  
superhighw ay’ w hen he op en ed  the 
sum mit, ‘N egotiating the Inform ation  
Superhighw ay w ith a Print Disability’.

O n e of the m ajor aims of the summit 
w as to exam in e the opportunities, 
threats and challenges presented by 
em erging techn ologies to p eop le with 
print disabilities.

The summit was held in Sydney from 
29 July to 2 August 1995 and organised 
by the Round Table on Materials for 
People with Print Disabilities.

The Round Table is a co-op erative of 
educators, p roducers and distributors 
of braille, audio, large print and  
m achine readable materials for 
p eop le w h o are print disabled.
A print disabled person  is one  
w ho, due to a vision  
impairm ent, physical disability, 
or a condition such  as dyslexia, 
cannot obtain inform ation from  
standard print.

Summit participants included  
blind and vision im paired  
people w ho are reliant on  
com puter techn ology for hom e, 
educational and vocational 
purposes.

Issues covered  at the summit 
included the provision of 
library services, copyright law, 
and disability discrimination  
legislation in both  Australia and  
the US. In looking at the use of 
the information superhighw ay, 
the summit exam ined em erging  
technologies in term s of the 
production and distribution of 
audio books. In addition, it 
explored  the w ealth of 
inform ation available in 
m achine readable form ats, 
either from the vast array of on 
line services, or on form ats 
such as CD-ROM.

T here w ere a num ber of w orkshop  
sessions at the sum mit including a 
dem onstration by blind and vision  
im paired p eop le of how  to access  
inform ation using com puters through  
braille, synthesised voice or large print 
screen reading technology. It 
highlighted how  the Internet can  
im prove access to inform ation by blind 
and vision im paired people, thereby  
w orking tow ard an equality of access.

T here w ere also dem onstrations of 
com p u ter applications using screen  
access hardw are/softw are with graphic  
environm ents, such as M icrosoft 
W indow s and M acintosh. O ne of the 
m ajor access obstacles for people w ho  
are blind or vision im paired is the 
increasing use of graphical 
presentations to the exclusion of text. 
Graphically based interfaces, such as 
W orld W ide W eb sites and services 
such as on-line new spapers and CD-

ROM information presented  
pictorially.

The em ergen ce of point and click  
interfaces is clearly advantageous to 
people with limited hand m ovem ent, 
for w hom  turning the pages of a book  
or using a keyboard is often difficult. 
This trend, could, in the ab sen ce of a 
text-based alternative, force people  
with vision impairm ents to again be 
deprived access.

O ther graphically based technologies  
such as information kiosks w hich rely 
on pointing at visually defined areas of 
a screen, or the visually based menu  
driven set-top b oxes for pay TV, have  
the potential to bar som e groups of 
print disabled people from  access.

A representative of the Human Rights 
and Equal O pportunity Com m ission  
discussed the legal obligations of the 
com m unity to treat people with a 
disability no less favourably. 0

Tra n sm itte r licences issued to aspirant com munity  
broadcasters (12 July to 1 August 1995)

APPLICANT AREA FREQUENCY PERIOD DATE
SIGNED

Canberra Christian Radio Canberra, ACT 105.5 22/7/95 - 20/8/95 12/7/95
Central Victorian Gospel Radio Inc. Castlemaine/Bendigo, Vic 104.7 17/7/95 - 14/8/95 12/7/95
Cessnock Community Broadcasters Inc. Cessnock, NSW 104.5 29/7/95 - 30/7/95 12/7/95
Mansfield & District Community Centre Mansfield, NSW 99.9 21/7/95 - 30/9/95 12/7/95
Bacchus Marsh Community Radio Bacchus Marsh, Vic 98.5 24/7/95 - 6/8/95 14/7/95
Bendigo FM Education Broadcasters Inc. Bendigo, Vic 100.5 22/7/95 - 30/9/95 14/7/95
Bendigo FM Education Broadcasters Inc. Bendigo, Vic 99.7 22/7/95 - 30/9/95 14/7/95
Hope Island Broadcasters Pty Ltd Coomera, Qld 94.1 5/8/95 - 3/9/95 14/7/95
Mt Isa Christian Broadcasters Assoc. Mt Isa, Qld 105.7 5/8/95 - 30/9/95 14/7/95
Cessnock Community Broadcasters Inc. Cessnock, NSW 104.5 31/7/95 - 27/8/95 20/7/95
Christian Air Broadcasters Assoc. Inc. Nerang, Qld 95.7 30/7/95 - 27/8/95 20/7/95
Dubbo Christian Broadcasters Inc. Dubbo, NSW 94.3 29/7/95 - 19/8/95 20/7/95
South East Christian Broadcasters Compton, SA 96.1 24/7/95 - 13/8/95 20/7/95
Upper Murray Community Gospel 

Broadcasters Corryong, Vic 94.7 1/8/95 - 31/8/95 20/7/95
Encounter FM Community Broadcasters Victor Harbor, SA 89.3 7/8/95 - 13/8/95 24/7/95
Port Stephens FM Radio Inc. Nelson Bay, NSW 99.7 7/8/95 - 13/8/95 24/7/95
West Gippsland Community Radio Inc. Drouin, Vic 99.5 5/8/95 - 6/8/95 24/7/95
Wangaratta Community Radio Assoc. Wangaratta Vic 105.7 7/8/95 - 27/8/95 25/7/95
Nu Country Music Radio Inc. Bundoora Vic 94.3 12/8/95 - 27/8/95 28/7/95
Sunshine Coast & Hinterland Co-Op 

Community Radio Society Buderim Qld 101.7 12/8/95 - 30/9/95 28/7/95
Ethnic Broadcasters of the ACT Canberra, ACT 103.1 4/8/95 - 30/9/95 1/8/95
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