
The ABA has allocated its first commercial radio licence, in the Mildura/ 
Sunraysia region of NSW and Victoria.

T he A B A  h a s  a llo c a t e d  a 

n e w  c o m m e r c ia l  F M  ra ­

d i o  l i c e n c e  i n  t h e  

M i ld u r a / S u n r a y s i a  are a  to  R a ­

d io  3 M A  P t y  L t d ,  l ic e n s e e  o f  

th e  e x is t in g  A M  s e rv ic e  in  th e  

a r e a .

‘T h i s  is  th e  f i r s t  n e w  c o m ­

m e r c i a l  r a d i o  l i c e n c e  t o  b e  

a l lo c a t e d  as  a r e s u lt  o f  th e  

A B A ’s n a t io n a l  p la n n in g  p r o c ­

e ss ,’ s a id  M r  P e te r  W e b b , A B A  

C h a i r m a n .

T h e  n e w  s e r v ic e  w i l l  b e  o n  

th e  F M  b a n d  a t 9 9 .5  M H z ,  w it h  

a p r o g r a m m in g  f o r m a t  y e t  to  

be  a n n o u n c e d .  T h e  n e w  v e n ­

t u re  m u s t  s ta rt  u p  i n  12 m o n t h s ,  

u n le s s  3 M A  r e q u e s t s  a n  e x ­

t e n s io n  f r o m  th e  A B A .

U n d e r  s .39  o f  th e  Broadcast­
ing  Services A c t 1992, R a d i o  

3 M A  is  e n t it le d  t o  o n e  o f  th e  

t w o  n e w  c o m m e r c i a l  r a d i o  

s e r v ic e s  l is t e d  i n  t h e  A B A ’ s 

M i l d u r a  l ic e n c e  a re a  p la n  (re ­

le a s e d  i n  J u l y  1 9 9 5 ), b e c a u s e  

3 M A  is  a s o le  o p e r a t o r  i n  th e  

m a r k e t .  R a d io  3 M A  p a id  a n  

a l lo c a t io n  fee o f  $ 1 0  0 0 0  to  th e  

A B A  f o r  th e  e x t ra  se rv ic e .

T h e  s e c o n d  r a d io  l ic e n c e  w i l l  

b e  a u c t io n e d  v ia  a  p ric e -b a s e d  

a l l o c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  c u r r e n t l y  

b e in g  f in a l is e d  b y  th e  A B A .

‘T h e  A B A  m a y  d e c id e  to  a u c ­

t io n  c o m m e r c ia l  l ic e n c e s  f r o m  

m o r e  t h a n  o n e  a re a  a t  t h e  

s a m e  t im e .  T h i s  s u g g e s ts  w e  

w i l l  s ta r t  a u c t io n in g  th e  f i r s t  

c o m m e r c ia l  l ic e n c e s  in  e a r ly  

1 9 9 6 ,’ M r  W e b b  s a id .

Television
T h e  A B A  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a n  

a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  p e r m is s io n  to  

o p e r a t e  a s e c o n d  c o m m e r c ia l  

t e l e v i s i o n  b r o a d c a s t in g  s e r v ­

ic e  i n  th e  are a  f r o m  W I N  T V

M i l d u r a  P t y  L t d ,  l ic e n s e e  o f  

l o c a l  c o m m e r c i a l  t e l e v i s i o n  

s e r v ic e ,  S T V .

‘T h i s  is  th e  f i r s t  s u c h  a p p l ic a ­

t io n  th e  A B A  h a s  re c e iv e d  as a 

r e s u lt  o f  its  n a t io n w id e  p la n ­

n i n g  p r o c e s s  a n d  w a s  m a d e  

u n d e r  s e c t io n  7 3  o f  th e  A c t .  

W I N  T V  is  e n t it le d  to  a p p ly  

b e c a u s e  i t  is  th e  s o le  c o m m e r ­

c ia l  t e le v is io n  o p e r a t o r  i n  th e  

m a r k e t , ’ s a id  M r  W e b b .

A l l o c a t i o n  is  n o t  a u t o m a t ic  

b e c a u s e  o f  th e  ‘o n e  s t a t io n  to  

a m a r k e t  r u le ’ f o r  t e le v is io n .  

U n d e r  s .7 3 , th e  A B A  w i l l  a l­

lo w  S T V  to  p r o v id e  a n  e x tra  

s e r v ic e  o n l y  i f  i t  is  s a t is f ie d  

‘t h a t  i t  is  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a n o t h e r  

p e r s o n  w o u l d  b e  in t e r e s t e d  

in ,  a n d  l i k e ly  to  b e  i n  a p o s i­

t i o n  t o ,  o p e r a t e  a n o t h e r  

c o m m e r c ia l  t e le v is io n  b r o a d ­

c a s t in g  s e r v ic e  i n  th e  l ic e n c e  

a r e a . ’

T h e  A B A  m u s t  m a k e  a d e c i­

s io n  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  to  

g iv e  W I N  p e r m is s i o n  w i t h i n  

4 5  d a y s  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  

a p p l ic a t io n .  T h i s  d a te  w i l l  b e  

5 N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 5 .

I n  o r d e r  to  m e e t t h is  d e a d ­

l in e ,  p e r s o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  W I N  

w h o  a re  in te re s te d  i n  o p e r a t ­

i n g  a c o m m e r c ia l  t e le v i s i o n  

b r o a d c a s t i n g  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  

are a, s h o u ld  c o n t a c t  th e  A B A  

as s o o n  as p o s s ib le .

Community
T h e  A B A  a ls o  e x p e c ts  to  c a l l  

f o r  l ic e n c e  a p p l ic a t io n s  in  th e  

n e x t  fe w  m o n t h s  f o r  th e  tw o  

n e w  c o m m u n i t y  r a d i o  s e r v ­

ic e s  l is t e d  i n  th e  M i ld u r a  l i ­

ce n c e  are a  p la n .  T h e s e  w i l l  b e  

a l l o c a t e d  v i a  a n e w  m e r i t -  

b a s e d  p r o c e s s ,  b e i n g  c o m ­

p le te d  b y  th e  A B A .

Section 39 o f  
the B ro a d c a s t­

in g  Services A c t  

1 9 9 2  -  main  
points 
I f :

■  t h e r e  is  o n l y  

o n e  c o m m e r c ia l  

r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t ­

in g  lic e n s e e  p r o ­

v i d i n g  s e rv ic e s  in  

a l ic e n c e  are a ;

■  t h e r e  a r e  a t  

le a s t  t w o  o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  

r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t i n g  l i c e n c e s  

a v a i la b le  f o r  a l lo c a t io n  in  th e  

l ic e n c e  a re a ; a n d

■  t h e  l i c e n s e e  r e q u e s t s  t h e  

A B A ,  i n  w r i t in g ,  to  a l lo c a t e  

a n o t h e r  c o m m e r c ia l  r a d io  l i ­

c e n c e  to  th e  l ic e n s e e ;

■  th e n  th e  A B A  m u s t  a llo c a t e  

a n  a d d i t i o n a l  l i c e n c e  t o  a n  

e l ig ib le  a p p l ic a n t ,  as  lo n g  as 

t h e y  are  a c o m p a n y  f o r m e d  in  

A u s t r a l ia  w it h  a s h a re  c a p it a l  

a n d  t h e y  are  n o t  f o u n d  b y  th e  

A u t h o r i t y  to  b e  u n s u it a b le  (see 

ss .3 7 , 41 o f  th e  A c t ) .

S u i t a b i l i t y  n e e d  n o t  b e  c o n ­

s id e re d  b e fo re  a l lo c a t in g  a l i ­

c e n c e  as th e  A c t  c o n t a in s  a 

‘p r e s u m p t io n  o f  s u i t a b i l i t y ’ . 

When can an eligible appli­
cant apply for an additional 
licence under s.39?
A  lic e n s e e  i n  a s in g le  lic e n c e  

m a r k e t  m a y  a p p ly  f o r  a n  a d d i­

t io n a l  l ic e n c e  o n l y  a f t e r  th e  

A B A  h a s  re le a s e d  a f i n a l  l i ­

c e n c e  a re a  p la n  ( L A P ) .

A s  s o o n  as a re le v a n t  L A P  is  

re le a se d , th e  A B A  w i l l  n o t i f y  

t h e  e l ig ib l e  l ic e n s e e  o f  t h e ir  

e l ig i b i l i t y  to  a p p ly  f o r  a s .3 9  

l i c e n c e .

H ow  is the allocation fee set?
T h e  A B A  h a s  d e t e r m in e d  a fee

o f  $ 1 0  0 0 0  f o r  th e  a l lo c a t io n  o f  

s .3 9  l ic e n c e s . T h e  fee h a s  b e e n  

c a lc u la t e d  o n  t h e  e s t im a t e d  

c o s ts  in c u r r e d  b y  th e  A B A  in  

p l a n n i n g  a n d  a l l o c a t i n g  th e  

a d d i t io n a l  l ic e n c e .

What happens if the ABA  
does not grant permission to 
WIN under s.73?
T h e  lic e n c e  w i l l  be  o f fe r e d  fo r  

a l l o c a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  p r i c e -  

b a s e d  a l l o c a t i o n  s y s t e m  c u r ­

r e n t ly  b e in g  f in a l i s e d  b y  th e  

A B A .

Where would the new TV  
service be on the dial?
T h e  a d d i t io n a l  s e r v ic e  w o u ld  

o p e ra te  o n  U H F  c h a n n e l  3 2 , 

w it h  th e  n o m in a l  t r a n s m it t e r  

s ite  a t Y a t p o o l .  I t  w i l l  h a v e  th e  

sa m e  lic e n c e  are a  as th e  e x is t ­

in g  c o m m e r c ia l  t e le v is io n  se rv ­

ic e  S T V .  3

For copies of the 
information package which 
includes a schedule of 
questions to be answered 
please call:

Leanne Smith,
ABA Allocations Officer, on 
(02) 334 7824
The closing date for return 
of the completed schedule to 
the ABA is 12 October 1995.

October  1995 3




