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I am pleased to introduce this special edition 
of ABA Update which looks at aspects of 
children’s television in Australia and around 

the world. It has been timed to coincide with 
the World Summit on Television and 
Children being held in Melbourne 
from 12-17 March 1995 and the 
Festival of Television for 
Australian Children which will be 
broadcast between 20-24 March 
1995. These are both landmark 
events for Australia in the area of 
children’s television.

The World Summit is the first 
meeting of its kind to have been 
staged. The concept and need for 
such a meeting emerged through a 
series of high level discussions 
around the world and was endorsed 
by representatives of 13 countries, 
who are closely involved in 
broadcasting, at the Prix Jeunesse 
Round Table held in M u n ich ^
23-26 May 1993.

The ABA supports the World Summit and sees 
it as a means of focusing attention on this 
important area of broadcasting and of

recognising the international standing of 
Australian children’s television production. 

The ABA also supports the Festival of 
Television for Australian Children 

and sees the event as a 
celebration of quality 

television programs, from 
Australia and overseas, 

made specially for children. 
The Festival will encourage 

discussion by parents, 
educators and program- 
makers about programs 

specifically made for children 
and the role of television within 
the education system. The ABA 

welcomes the participation of all the 
networks, commercial and national, in 

this special event. Their contribution j 
ensures that the Festival receives the 

^  Widest possible exposure and enables 
children from around Australia to take

part.
I hope you find this a stimulating edition of 

ABA Update. I believe it will be of great interest 
to everyone with an interest in children and |

television. I

World Summit on Television and Children

The Australian Children's Television Foundation will host the first World 
Summit on Television and Children, in Melbourne from 12-17 March.
Dr Patricia Edgar, Director, Australian Children's Television Foundation 
expands on what the Summit will offer.

Th e  Sum m it aim s to  a ch ie v e  a  g reater  

u n d erstan d in g  o f  d e v elo p m en ts  in 

ch ild ren ’s television  aro u n d  th e  w orld , 

to  ra ise  th e statu s o f  ch ild ren ’s p ro g ram m in g , to  

d ra w  to  th e a tten tio n  o f  k ey  p layers  in 

b ro a d ca stin g  th e im p o rta n ce  o f  issu es relating  

to  ch ild ren , to  a g re e  a  ch arter o f  gu iding  

p rin cip les  in ch ild ren ’s television , an d  to  en su re  

th e  p ro v isio n  o f  p ro g ram s fo r ch ild ren  w ill b e  

g u a ra n te e d  as the co m m u n ica tio n s  rev olu tion  

p ro c e e d s .
M ore th an  five h u n d red  d e le g a te s  from  o v e r

sixty  co u n tries  w ill atten d , in clu din g  

b ro a d ca ste rs  a n d  p ro d u ce rs  w h o  are  k e y  figures  

in television . B e tw e e n  th em  th ey  h av e  im m en se  

in flu en ce  o n  th e  so rts  o f  p ro g ram s w h ich  m an y  

m illions o f  ch ild ren  w a tch  in th eir cou n tries, 

an d  in creasin g ly  a ro u n d  th e w orld . T h e y  h av e  a  

u n iq u e o p p o rtu n ity  to  m a k e  so m eth in g  

en d u rin g  an d  w o rth w h ile  o u t o f  this W o rld  

Sum m it, w h ich  w ill h elp  d efin e  th e d irectio n  

ch ild ren ’s te lev isio n  will tak e in the co m in g  

cen tu ry .

S uch  an  e x te n siv e  an d  d iverse  g ro u p  h as
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