
The ABA has released for public comment a draft plan about new 
television services for the Mount Gambier/South East region of South 
Australia.

New television proposals 
for Mount Gambier and 
South East
T h e A B A ’s  p ro p o s a ls  in clu d e:
■  a s e c o n d  c o m m e rc ia l te lev i­

sion  lic e n c e  o n  a  U H F  televi­

sion  c h a n n e l, w h ich  w o u ld  

c o v e r  th e  s a m e  a re a  as th e  

e xistin g  c o m m e rc ia l SES tel­

ev isio n  s e rv ic e  (a n y  n e w  tel­

evision  s e rv ic e s  w o u ld  b e  o n  

th e U H F b a n d  an d  v ie w e rs  

m ay  n e e d  to  p u rc h a s e  a  U H F  

an te n n a  to  re c e iv e  th e se  se rv ­
ice s),

■  re se rv in g  te lev isio n  c h a n ­

n els fo r a  fu tu re  SBS a n d  a 

n a tio n a l/c o m m u n ity  s e rv ic e  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  M o u n t  

G am b ier re g io n ,

■  re se rv in g  s ix  n e w  lim ited  

co v e ra g e  U H F  television  c h a n ­

nels a t N a ra c o o rte  to  im p ro v e  

te le v is io n  re c e p tio n  in th e  

tow n .

‘T h e  p ro p o s a ls  will n o w  u n ­

d e rg o  p u b lic  c o m m e n t a n d  if 

co n firm ed  w ill lay  th e g ro u n d ­
w o rk  fo r a n e w  c o m m e rc ia l  

te levision  s e rv ic e  fo r th e  p e o ­

p le  o f  th e  S ou th  E a s t ,’ sa id  Mr 

P eter W eb b , A B A  A cting C hair­

m an . ‘T his is p a rt  o f  a  n ation al 

p lan n in g  p ro c e s s  w h ich  will 

resu lt in d e ta ile d  b lu ep rin ts  

for rad io  an d  te lev isio n  se rv ­

ices  A u stra lia -w id e . P lan n in g  

te le v is io n  s e r v ic e s  in th e  

M ou n t G a m b ie r/S o u th  E a st  

reg io n  h as a h igh  p rio rity  as  

th ere  is o n ly  o n e  co m m e rc ia l  

te levision  s e rv ic e  in th e  a re a . 

P lan n in g  ra d io  se rv ice s  w a s  

giv en  a lo w e r p riority  a n d  is 

s ch e d u le d  to  ta k e  p la c e  in
1 9 9 6 .’

Mr W e b b  said  it w a s  im p o r­

tant to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  A B A ’s 

ro le : ‘T h e  A B A ’s jo b  is to  id e n ­

tify v a c a n t ra d io  an d  te levi­

sion  c h a n n e ls  an d  d e cid e  th e  

n u m b er an d  ty p e  o f  n e w  c h a n ­

n els a n d  lice n ce s . T h e n  it’s for  

b u sin ess an d  th e  co m m u n ity  

to  ta k e  u p  th e se  o p p o rtu n i­

ties. W e  c a n n o t fund o r  m a k e  

o th e rs  fund  e x tra  serv ices . W e  

c a n ’t d e m a n d  im p ro v ed  re ­

c e p tio n  fo r ex is tin g  s e rv ic e s ,’ 

h e said .
T h e  d raft p lan s fo llo w  e x ­

ten siv e  p u b lic  co n su lta tio n  by  

th e  A B A  w h ich  h eld  a p u b lic  

m e e tin g  in M ou n t G am b ier in 

D e c e m b e r  19 9 3 . M ore  than  
th irty  w ritte n  s u b m is s io n s  

w e re  re c e iv e d  an d  th en  c o n ­

sid ered  in p rep arin g  the A B A ’s 

d iscu ssio n  d o cu m e n t.

T h e  p lan , a d iscu ssio n  d o c u ­

m en t an d  m icro fich e  c o p ie s  

o f  su b m issio n s will s o o n  b e  

av ailab le  at lo ca l lib raries in  

B o rd e rto w n , C asterto n , K in g­

s to n  SE, M illice n t, M o u n t  

G am b ier an d  N a ra co o rte , o r  

o n  freecall (0 0 8 )  8 1 0  2 41 .

Licence area plans
D raft l ic e n c e  a re a  p lan s d e ­

scrib e  th e n u m b e r a n d  c h a r­

a cteristics  o f  serv ices  to  b e  

m a d e  av ailab le  in an  a rea . 

T h e y  co n ta in  d etails o f  all n a ­

tion al (SBS a n d  A B C ), c o m ­
m ercia l an d  co m m u n ity  rad io  

an d  te lev isio n  b ro a d ca stin g  

se rv ice s  to  b e  availab le  on  th e  

b ro a d ca stin g  se rv ice s  b an d s  

o f  th e  ra d io fre q u e n cy  s p e c ­

trum  in a reg ion . T h e se  a re  

p arts o f  th e sp e ctru m  u sed  b y  

AM an d  FM rad io  serv ices  an d  

V H F an d  U H F television  s e rv ­

ices.

Main issues
T h e  m ain  p lan n in g  is­

su e s  a re  w h e th e r ad d i­

t i o n a l  c o m m e r c i a l  

t e l e v i s i o n  l i c e n c e s  

sh o u ld  b e  m a d e  avail­

a b le  in  th e  M o u n t  

G am b ier/S o u th  E ast re ­

g io n , an d  if so , h o w  

m an y.

S outh  E ast T e le ca ste rs  Lim ­

ited , th e  lice n se e  o f  th e e x is t­
in g  c o m m e r c ia l  te le v is io n  

se rv ice  SES, h as in d ica ted  that 

it m a y  b e  in terested  in a p p ly ­

in g  to p ro v id e  a s e co n d  c o m ­

m ercia l serv ice .
D uring th e A B A ’s p ublic c o n ­

sultation , tw o  o th e r subm itters  

(W IN  T e le v is io n /V ic  an d  Sun­

sh in e T elev isio n  L td /Q ld ) e x ­

p r e s s e d  th e i r  i n t e r e s t  in  

p rov id in g  ad d itio n al c o m m e r­

cial te le v is io n  b ro a d c a stin g  

s e r v i c e s  f o r  th e  M o u n t  

G a m b ie r/S o u th  E ast reg ion .

T h e  A B A  b eliev es  th e o b ­
jects  o f  th e B ro a d c a s tin g  S erv­

ices  A ct w o u ld  b e  b e st se rv e d  

b y m ak in g  a single ad ditional 

c o m m e rcia l s e rv ic e  availab le  

in th e  a rea . T h e se  o b jects  talk  

o f  p ro m o tin g  the availability  

o f  a  d iv erse  ra n g e  o f  rad io  an d  

te le v is io n  s e rv ic e s  o ffe rin g  

e n terta in m en t, e d u ca tio n  an d  

in fo rm atio n , an d  e n co u ra g in g  

p ro v id e rs  o f  co m m e rc ia l an d  

co m m u n ity  b ro ad castin g  serv ­

ices  to  b e  re sp o n siv e  to  the  

n e e d  for a  fair an d  a ccu ra te  

c o v e ra g e  o f  m atters  o f  p ub lic  
in terest an d  fo r an  a p p ro p ri­

a te  c o v e ra g e  o f  m atters  o f  lo ­

cal sig n ifican ce .

T h e  A BA  p ro p o s e s  to  m a k e

telev isio n  ch a n n e ls  availab le  
for a future SBS television  serv­
ice  at s ix  sites (M ou n t B u rr, 

B o rd e rto w n , K eith, K ingston  

S E /R o b e , N a ra co o rte  an d  T h e  

G a p ) a n d  fo r a  n a tio n a l/c o m ­

m u n ity  se rv ice  th ro u g h o u t the  

M ou n t G a m b ie r/S o u th  E ast  

a re a , p u rsu an t to  the M inis­

te r ’s n o tice s  o f  reserv ation .
T h e  A B A  p ro p o s e s  in clu d ­

ing ad d itio n al U H F television  

ch a n n e ls  fo r co m m e rcia l an d  

n ation al te levision  se rv ice s  at 

N a ra c o o rte , an  ad d itio n al site  

w ithin  th e  M ou n t G a m b ie r/ 

South  E a st reg io n . T h e  n ew  

site w ill im p ro v e  re c e p tio n  in 

N a ra c o o rte  an d  su rrou n d s.
T h e  A B A  ca n v a sse s  th e  o p ­

tion  o f  in creasin g  th e p o w e r  

o f  th e  ex istin g  A B C  serv ice  

o p e ra tin g  from  M ount B u rr  

o n  c h a n n e l 1 to  im p ro v e  re ­

c e p tio n  to  th e  n o rth  e a s t o f  

the M ount G am b ier/S o u th  East 

reg io n . 0

Submissions
Send written submissions to: 
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