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Out of the Garden: Toys 
and Children's Culture in the 
Age of TV  Marketing.

Stephen Kline. London: Verso,
1 9 9 3 .406p. ISBN 0 860 91397 X.

T his b o o k  p ro v id es  a  d etailed  h isto ry  o f  

m arketin g to  children , revealing th e strat

eg ies  th at sh a p e  th e  d esig n  o f  toys an d  

h a v e  a  p o w erfu l im p act o n  th e  w a y  

ch ild ren  play . S teph en  K line lo o k s  at the  

h isto ry  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  ch ild ren ’s 

p lay  cu ltu re  an d  toys fro m  th e  ted dy  

b e a r  an d  L eg o  to  th e B a rb ie  doll, C are

B e a rs  an d  T e e n a g e  M utant Ninja Turtles. 

H e profiles th e  rise o f  ch ild ren ’s m ass  

m ed ia  an d  th at o f  th e sp ecia lty  stores  

su ch  as T o y s  ‘R’ U s, rev ealin g  h o w  the  

o p p o rtu n ity  to  re a ch  larg e  a u d ien ces  o f  

ch ild ren  th rou gh  television  w a s  a  piv

otal p oin t in d evelop in g  n e w  a p p ro a ch e s  

to  ad vertising. K line lo o k s at th e im 

a g e ry  an d  a p p e a l o f  th e to y  co m m ercia ls  

an d  at h o w  th ey  p ro v id e  a  h ost o f  

ste re o ty p e d  figures aro u n d  w h ich  chil

d ren  ca n  o rg a n ise  their im aginative e x 

p e rie n ce . H e  sh o w s h o w  th e d ereg u la
tion  o f  ad vertising in th e  U nited  States in 

th e  1 9 8 0 s  h as led  d irectly  to  the d e v e lo p 

m e n t o f  th e  n e w  m ark etin g  strategies  

w h ich  u se  television  series  to  saturate  

th e  m ark et w ith  p ro m o tio n al ‘ch a ra cte r  

to y s ’.

H™~"Television and the 
Exceptional Child: A  Forgotten 
Audience

Joyce Sprafkin, Kenneth D Gadow 
and Robert Abelman. Hillsdale,
New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum, 
1992. 213p. ISBN 0 805 80787 X

T h e q u estio n  o f  w h at typ es o f  child ren  

a re  m o st in flu en ced  b y  television  is a 

re cu rre n t th e m e  in th e scien tific  litera
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tu re, p articu larly  s in ce  S ch ram m , Lyle 

a n d  P a rk e r’s m u ch  cited  c o n clu sio n  that 

‘fo r some  ch ild ren , u n d e r s o m e  co n d i

tion s, s o m e  television  is h arm fu l’ This 

b o o k  d e scrib e s  th e re se a rch  findings on  

television an d  excep tio n al children. M any 

o f  th e  stud ies in this a re a  h av e  b een  

c o n d u cte d  b y  th e au th o rs  an d  their 

c o lle a g u e s  o v e r  th e  p ast d e ca d e . T he  

au th o rs  su m m arise  w h a t w e  k n o w  ab ou t 

h o w  in tellectu al g ifted n ess, m en tal re

tard ation , e m o tio n al d istu rb an ce , and  

learn in g  disability a re  related  to  televi

s io n  v iew in g  an d  to  th ese  e x ce p tio n a l  

ch ild re n ’s in terp retation  o f  w h a t they  

w a tch . T h e y  g o  b e y o n d  d escrib in g  the  

p o ten tially  troub lin g effects o f  television  

to  su g g e st h o w  it m ig ht b e  tu rn ed  to  the  

b en efit o f  th e se  ch ild ren , in clu d in g  h o w  

adults m ig h t m e d iate  existin g  p ro g ra m 

m in g an d  h o w  th e  m ed iu m  m ig h t be  

m a d e  m o re  a p p ro p ria te ly  instructive. 
T h e  ch ild ren  a b o u t w h o m  th e  au thors  

h av e  w ritten  a re  m u ch  m o re  n u m ero u s  

th an  th o se  w ith  h earin g  o r  v ision  im 

pairm ent, for w h o m  captionin g an d  vid eo  

d escrip tiv e  serv ices  a re  m ak in g  televi

sion  m o re  acce ssib le . T h e se  ch ild ren ’s 

sp e cia l abilities an d  disabilities c a n n o t  

b e  ad d ressed  b y  tech n o lo g ica l ad v an ces ; 

th e  sp ecia l p ro b lem s e n g e n d e re d  by  

th eir e x ce p tio n a litie s  are  related  to  the  

c o n te n t o f  television  p rog ram m in g.

■  The Lively Audience: A 
Study off Children around the 
TV  Set

Patricia Palmer. Sydney: Allen & 
Unwin, 1986. l66p . ISBN 0 868 
6 1 9 5 4 X

T h e relatio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  the child  a n d  

th e  television  se t h as alw ays b e e n  a 

m atter fo r d e b a te , an d  often  o f  h e a te d
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con troversy . The Lively audience  is b ased  

on  re se a rch  w h ich  in clu d es carefu l o b 

servatio n  an d  an alysis o f  ch ild ren  v ie w 

ing television  a t h o m e . It scrutin ises the  

claim  th at te levision  is ‘b a d ’ fo r children , 

an d  sub jects th e  n o tio n  th at ch ild ren ’s
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relationship  w ith  te levision  is o n e  o f  

p assive  d e p e n d e n c y  to  critical e x a m in a 
tion . It rev eals  h o w  ch ild ren  in teract  

w ith  television , h o w  th ey  in co rp o ra te  it 

into th eir lives, h o w  th ey  h old  v ery  

different v iew s a b o u t w h a t th ey  see . 

A b o v e  all, it d em o n stra te s  h o w  televi

sion  m e a n s  v e ry  d ifferent things to  dif

feren t ch ild ren . B y  e x p lo rin g  television  

as ch ild ren  th em selv es  s e e  it an d  u se  it, 

The Lively audience  d em o n stra te s  that 

th e real p o ten tial o f  te levision  p ro g ram s  

for ch ild ren  h as s ca rce ly  b e g u n  to  b e  

a p p re cia te d .

H  Children & Television: 
Images in a Changing 
Sociocultural world

Gordon L Berry and Joy  Keiko 
Asamen. Newbury Park, CA: Sage,
1993. 332p ISBN 0 803 94700 3

i Television
|  i » c 5 * s ) « a C 16 a j  i » s 

Si<!i<tl(ir>I W » > ti

I - r r  ; i i

creativ e  cap ab ilities o f  ch ild ren ; th e m e 

d iu m ’s in flu ence o n  th e socia lisa tio n  o f  

yo u th ; th e  cultural co n te n t o f  S aturday  

m o rn in g  television ; th e p o rtray al o f  m a 

jor eth nic an d  racial m inority p op u latio n s  

in th e U nited  States an d  the effect th ese  

p ortrayals  h av e o n  ch ild ren ’s attitudes  

to w ard  th e se  p op u latio n s; an d  th e  p o r

trayal o f  w o m e n , th e  eld erly , an d  p e r

so n s w ith  disabilities o n  television .

I  TV  and Your Child
Carmen Luke. Sydney: Angus &
Robertson, 1 9 9 0 .172p. ISBN 0 207 
16440 1

C hildren w a tch  an  a v e ra g e  2 3  h ou rs o f  

television  a w e e k  - p re sch o o le rs  av er

a g e  3 0  h ou rs o f  television  a  w e e k . TV 
a n d  yo u r  child  lo o k s at th e  effects o f  

television  v iew in g  o n  ch ild ren ’s p hysi

cal an d  p sy ch o lo g ica l h ealth  an d  o n  

their im agination, ed u catio n  an d  literacy. 

It sh o w s yo u  h o w  to  m ak e  television  

view in g  a  p ositiv e  an d  co n stru ctiv e  a c 

tivity, offering a  h o st o f  id eas to  h elp  yo u  

tap  th e creativity  an d  cu riosity  b ehin d  

y o u r ch ild ’s g lazed  stare . If y o u  are

w o rried  a b o u t th e  effects  o f  television  

view in g  o r  a b o u t u sin g television  as a  

b abysitter, this b o o k  will allay y o u r fears  

an d  p ro v id e  an  in valu able s o u rc e  o f  

p ractical an d  a p p e a lin g  activities to  h elp  

y o u  te a ch  y o u r ch ild  to  u se  television  

con stru ctively .

■  Children's Views about 
Television

Barrie Gunter, Jill McAleer and 
Brian Clifford. Aldershot: Avebury, 
1 9 9 1 .192p. ISBN 1 856 28069 1

This b o o k  e x p lo re s  th e things ch ild ren  

th em selv es h av e  to  s a y  a b o u t the televi

sion  p ro g ra m s th ey  w a tch . F o r  all that 

h as b e e n  w ritten  a b o u t y o u n g  v ie w e rs ’ 

re sp o n se s  to  television , an d  th ere  is a  

g re a t d eal o f  p u b lish ed  an d  u n p u b 

lished  m aterial o n  this subject, th ere  

h av e b e e n  few  stud ies o f  ch ild ren ’s 

op in ion s a b o u t th e  full ra n g e  o f  p ro 

g ram s typ ically  o n  offer o n  th e m ajor  

television  ch an n els  e a c h  d a y  o f  th e  

w eek . T his b o o k  c o n ce n tra te s  o n  chil

d re n ’s im p ressio n s an d  op in ion s ab o u t  

w h a t th ey  h a v e  w a tch e d . In taking this 

ap p ro ach , intriguing insights are  revealed  

co n ce rn in g  ch ild re n ’s in volv em en t w ith  

an d  u n d erstan d in g  o f  television  p ro -

Children’s Views 
About Television

T o d ay , ch ild ren  g ro w  up  in a  m ed ia-  

driven  so cie ty . T elevision  n o w  plays a  

m ajo r ro le  in th e ch ild ’s socialisation  

p ro ce ss . Set w ithin  a  m u lticultural c o n 

text, Children a n d  television  e x p lo re s  

h o w  television  in flu en ces ch ild ren . T h e  

co n trib u to rs  identify th e  social an d  cu l

tu ra l im p a c t  o f  te le v is io n  o n  th e  

p sy ch o so cia l d e v e lo p m e n t o f  child ren  

w h o  are  g ro w in g  u p  in an  e v e r-ch a n g 

ing m ulticultural w orld . T h e b o o k  an aly

se s  m a jo r m e d ia  o rg a n isa tio n s  an d  

p rojects p o lic ies , p ra c tice s  an d  re se a rch  

d irectio n s for the future. S o m e o f  the  

to p ics  d iscu ssed  a re  th e  variou s form s of  

television  an d  their e ffect o n  atten tion , 

co m p re h e n sio n  an d  b eh av iou r; televi

s io n ’s effects o n  th e im aginative and

Barrie Gunter 
Jill McAleer 
Brian Clifford

gram s, an d  in d eed , in a  b ro a d e r sen se , 

th e ro le  o f  te levision  in their lives. It is 

c le a r  th at ch ild ren  w a tch  television  for 

m an y  d ifferent re a so n s . T h e y  re co g n ise  

different qualities a n d  attributes acro ss  

different typ es o f  p ro g ram s. T h e  re 
s e a rch  is a lm o st en tirely  qualitative and  
is built u p o n  th e n atu re  o f  th e q uo tes  

an d  c o m m e n ts  ch ild ren  th em selv es su p 

plied, rath er than u p o n  quantitative m eas

ures o f  levels o f  a g re e m e n t w ith  specific  

p oin ts o f  v iew . E3
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