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C o rp o ra tio n  is n o t in  

a p o s itio n  to  e x e r c is e  c o n 

tro l o f  th e  T e n  N e tw o rk , th e  

A B A  h as fo u n d .
T h e Broadcasting Services 

Act 1992  say s  a foreign  

p e rso n  m u st n o t b e  in a  

p o sitio n  to  e x e rc is e  co n tro l  

of, o r  h av e  c o m p a n y  in ter
ests e x c e e d in g  15 p e r  ce n t  

in, a  co m m e rcia l te levision  

b ro a d ca stin g  lice n ce .
‘H av in g  c o n s id e re d  th e  

ev id e n ce , w e  h a v e  fo u n d  

C an W est is n o t a n d  h as n o t  

b e e n  in a p o sitio n  to  e x e r 

c ise  co n tro l o f  T e n ,’ said  Mr 

P e te r  W eb b , A B A  C h air

m an .

‘W e  h av e activ ely  m o n i

to re d  T en  sin ce  its sa le  to  

th e  p re se n t s h a re h o ld e rs  in 

la te  1 9 9 2 ’.
‘S in c e  a s ta te m e n t  b y  

fo rm e r T en  G en eral M an

a g e r  o f  N etw ork  P ro g ra m 

m in g , M r M ik e  L a ttin ,  

b e c a m e  p u b lic in la te  1 9 9 4 , 

w e  h av e  also  u n d ertak en  

an  ex h a u stiv e  in vestig ation  of  

T e n ’s o p e ra tio n s  a n d  o f  h o w  

k e y  d ecisio n s a re  m a d e ’.

‘W e  are  satisfied  th at the  

b o a rd  o f  d irecto rs  o f  T e n  are  

in co n tro l o f  th e  n e tw o rk  and  

th at th ey  h av e n e v e r su rren 
d e re d  co n tro l to  an y  o th er  

p e rso n  o r  g ro u p ’.

‘T h e  T e n  b o a rd  has 11 d ire c 

tors, n ine o f  w h o m  a re  A us

tralian including the C hairm an. 

T h e A ustralian  d irecto rs  c o n 

tin ue to  p lay  an  active ro le  in

/

the o p e ra tio n  o f th e  n e tw o rk ,’ 

Mr W e b b  said.

H e said  C a n W e st’s 5 7  p e r  

ce n t e c o n o m ic  in terest in T en , 
in th e  fo rm  o f  sh a re s  an d  

d eb en tu res, m u st n ot b e  c o n 

fu sed  w ith  th e  15 p e r  ce n t  
c o m p a n y  in terests  w h ich  c o n 

fer v o tin g  rights at b o a rd  

level an d  at g e n e ra l m e e t

ings.

Mr W e b b  said  am e n d m e n ts  

to th e  A ct cu rren tly  b e fo re  

P arliam en t a re  d e sig n e d  to

!i!|

1 ,

in clu d e  su ch  e c o n o m ic  in

terests  in th e d efin ition  o f  

c o m p a n y  in terests.

T h e  A B A  r e c o m m e n d e d  

s o m e  legislative o p tio n s  o n  

this to p ic  to  th e M inister in a 

re c e n t rev iew  o f  th e A ct. P a r

liam en t is cu rren tly  co n sid 

erin g a m en d m en ts  to  th e A ct.

‘O u r investigation, particularly  

in th e  p a st y e a r , h as b e e n  c o m 

p reh en siv e . W e  h av e  e x a m in e d  

a p p ro x im a te ly  fifteen th ou san d  

p a g e s  o f  d o cu m e n ts , e x a m in e d  

k ey  w itn esses  fro m  w ithin  T en  

an d  C an W est an d  c o m 

piled  9 5 0  p a g e s  o f  tran 

s cr ip t,’ said  Mr W eb b .

‘W e  m a d e  this d ecisio n  

by e x a m in in g  th e  w a y  in 

w h ich  d ecision s h av e b een  

re a c h e d  w ithin  T e n  an d  

relationships b etw een  p er-  

 ̂ so n s w ithin  an d  o u tsid e

T e n .’

1 H e  s a i d  th e  A B A ’s

C an W est re p o rt is a c o m 

p re h e n siv e  a c c o u n t o f  the  

A u th ority ’s in terp retatio n  

o f co n tro l w ithin  m ed ia  

co m p a n ie s .

‘W h ile  it w a s  a lon g  in

vestig atio n , it w a s  n e c e s 

sary  to  m o n ito r ev en ts  an d  

b u sin ess relatio n s as th ey  

u n fo ld ed  an d  to  e x p lo re  

all p o ssib le  s ce n a rio s  p re -  

s e n te d  to  u s , ’ sa id  Mr 

W eb b .

H e said  the A BA  will co n -  

tin u e  to  m o n ito r  T e n  a n d  

C an W est in th e s a m e  w a y  that 

th e  A B A  h as a resp on sib ility  to  

m o n ito r th e b ro a d ca stin g  in

dustry  as a w h o le .

See over page an d  following fo r  
more details o f  the investigation 
an d  the ABA’s findings.
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