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high powered channel (the so called sixth 
channel) available. The existing five channels 
are being used by the two national 
broadcasters (ABC and SBS) and three 
commercial services.

The ABA cannot allocate permanent 
community television broadcasting licences 
on the UHF or VHF television bands until 
options for the use of the sixth channel have 
been considered.

Consequently, the ABA has made channels 
available for open narrowcasting television 
services for community and educational non
profit purposes on a temporary basis, to allow a 
trial of community television.
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SYDNEY: The ABA has finalised its licence 
area plan for radio in the Carnarvon, Karratha 
and Port Hedland region of Western Australia. 
Channels have been made available for open 
narrowcasting services at Carnarvon, Dampier, 
Exmouth, Karratha, Onslow, Paraburdoo, Port 
Hedland, Roebourne and Tom Price.

‘The decision to make the channels available 
follows interest expressed by the TAB of 
Western Australia. The channels will be 
allocated via an auction later this year and 
anyone will be able to bid for the licences,’ 
said Mr Peter Webb, ABA Chairman.

During April and May, additional 
commercial radio licences were issued to the 
licensees of 6LN Carnarvon, 6KA Karratha 
and 6NW Port Hedland. They have 12 
months to get their new services up and 
running. The new commercial services will 
operate on the FM radio band.

No submissions were received from 
organisations in these areas indicating that a 
local community radio group had been 
formed to provide a community radio service.

‘The ABA’s role is to identify vacant 
broadcasting channels and decide the number 
and type of new services and licences to make 
available for allocation. We cannot fund or 
make others fund new radio services.’

The plan does not include television services. 
A plan for television services will be released 
later this year.

Details of the radio licence area plan for 
Carnarvon, Karratha and Port Hedland are 
available for viewing at public libraries in 
these towns as well at Exmouth and Onslow, 
or can be obtained from the ABA by calling 
freecall 1800 810 241.
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SYDNEY: The ABA has allocated 100 licences 
to Optus Vision Media Pty Ltd (Optus Vision 
Media) and 20 licences to Foxtel Cable 
Television Pty Ltd (Foxtel) for non-satellite pay 
TV broadcasting services.

Optus Vision Media has indicated it intends to 
deliver the services via cable in Australian towns.

‘The ABA examined the share holding 
structure of the companies and found they both 
complied with the foreign ownership 
provisions of the Broadcasting Services Act,’ 
said Mr Peter Webb, ABA Chairman.

The following table lists all non-satellite pay 
TV broadcasting licences issued by the ABA.

Licence holder Ho, of licences

A c c e s s  C a b le  Te levisio n  l t d  110

A c c e s s  C a b le  T V  (N o rth e rn  Rivers) P ty  L td  4

C ab le  Television Services Pty Ltd - 2 0

Cable  Network Services Pty ltd  , - 50

C e n tra l C o a st Cabievision Pty f ' f | p :  54

CFM  Television PTY LTD  ' .. 1

Cosm ovislon Cable  Television Pty Ltd .. ' 50  -

C ox M edia Pty Limited 56

C V C  Pay T V  Pty Ltd ' 20  \

Dergat Pty Ltd  « 4

Exp-lorer Channel Pty ltd  1

G raff Pay-Per-View (Australia) Pty Ltd 10

Hom e Show  C  able Austra lia Pty l t d  2 0

Interactive Telecom munications Network Ltd 150

M udgee Cable Com p any Pty Ltd - - 6 0

M ulticom  Australia Pty Ltd  3 5

Neighborhood C ab le  Pty Ltd 72 ~

Northgate Cable Television Pty l t d  ' . 1 5 0

NRS Group Pty ltd  ' 13  '

O b e ro n  B ro ad caste rs  P ty  Ltd  - 10

O p tu s  V is io n  M ed ia  P T Y  O P  , 1 0 0  ..

P a c ific  M e d ia  T e le co m m u n ica tio n s  P ty  Ltd  13

P ay n e t T e le co m m u n ica tio n s  Pty Ltd  8

p lan e t P a y  T V  Pty Ltd  ' 2 0

P P V T V P t y  Ltd  2 0  ‘

P rem ier C a b le  A u stra lia  Pty L td  * 4 3

P rim e  M e d ia  D e v e lo p m e n ts  P ty  Ltd  - 4 5

Private  C a b le  N e tw o rk  P ty  L td  102

B o w e o m  H o ld in g s  P ty  L td  - - 2 8

Se le ctra  Pty l t d  5 0  ,

S ta r  V is io n  Pty Ltd  5 0

V in a te c h  P ty  Ltd  5 0  '

V is ito r  P u b lish in g  G ro u p  Pty l t d  2 ;

W r ig h t  W e lle r  R o se n b lu m  P ty  L td  . 1 0

Total 1436
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