
Te le ca ste rs  A u s tra lia  L im ite d  a n d  P rim e  T e le v is io n  (V ic to ria ) P ty  Ltd  w e r e  th e  successful 

b id d e rs  a t  th e  A B A 's  te le v is io n  licence a llo c a tio n  exercise  c o n d u c te d  in O c to b e r.

Tblecasters Australia Lim
ited and Prime Tele
vision (Victoria) Pty Ltd 

were the successful bidders 
for new commercial televi
sion broadcasting licences in 
Darwin and Mildura respec
tively, following a licence 
allocation exercise conducted 
by the ABA on 29 October 
1996.

Telecasters Australia Limited 
bid $2.1 m illion for the 
Darwin licence and Prime 
Television (Victoria) Pty Ltd 
bid $3-2 m illion for the 
Mildura licence.

‘The people of Darwin and 
Mildura can look forward to 
the introduction of second 
commercial television services 
in the near future,’ said Mr 
Peter Webb, ABA Chairman.

‘At present, both markets 
have only one commercial tel
evision service. The people of 
Darwin and Mildura have 
asked the ABA for new com
mercial television services and 
today’s auctions are the suc
cessful culmination of the 
ABA’s planning process to re
spond to their demands.’

The Darwin and Mildura li
cences are the first commer
cial television broadcasting 
licences to be offered under 
the ABA’s price-based alloca
tion system and the first new 
commercial television licences 
to be offered to new players 
since a licence for Perth was

granted in 1986.
Telecasters Australia Limited 

and Prime Television (Victo
ria) Pty Ltd must each com
mence services within one 
year of being allocated a li
cence (or seek the ABA’s per
mission for an extension of 
this period).

Applying for a licence

An applicant for a commercial 
television or radio broadcast
ing licence must be a com
pany, formed in Australia or 
in an external territory, which 
has a share capital.

To apply for a licence, appli
cants have to complete an 
application form, a form of 
authority which authorises 
agents to act on an applicant 
company’s behalf at .an auc
tion, and a form of indemnity 
and guarantee which is to be 
completed and executed by 
the applicant company and 
by a director of the applicant 
company.

Applicants must also pay an 
application fee of $10 000 for 
each licence. The fee will be 
deducted from the price bid 
by a successful applicant for 
a licence, and (subject to the 
terms of the determination 
which governs the price- 
based allocation system) will 
be refunded to unsuccessful 
applicants.

Applications will generally

A b o v e : H igh e st b id d e r fo r th e  M ild u ra  licence M r 
D aryl G u ih o t, Prim e Tele vis io n  (V icto ria ) Pty Ltd w ith  
A B A  C h a irm a n , M r Peter W e b b .

B e lo w  (in se t): M r D avid  W h ite , Chief Exexcutive 
O fficer, Telecasters A ustra lia  Lim ited, h ighest b id d e r 
fo r the  D a rw in  licence.

be invited for a broadcasting in a licence area plan (LAP) 
services bands licence only prepared by the ABA. LAPs 
after the broadcasting fre- are being prepared progres- 
quency for a commercial serv- sively for all of Australia, ac- 
ice has been made available cording to ABA priorities.
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How does the price- 
based allocation 
system work?

If the ABA registers more than 
one application for an adver
tised licence, the registered 
applicants will bid for the li
cence at a licence allocation 
exercise.

The highest bidder must pay 
a deposit of 10 per cent of the 
difference between the price 
bid and the application fee,

and complete a form of ac
knowledgment immediately 
following the auction.

Full payment for the licences 
(price bid less the application 
fee and the deposit) must be 
made between 45th, 46th and 
47th days after the auction. 
The ABA will allocate the li
cences as soon as is practica
ble after full payment is 
received.

If a successful applicant fails 
to meet any of the require

ments, the application fee will 
be forfeited and the licence will 
not be allocated to the appli
cant. The ABA may then re
offer the licence for allocation.

What are the 
requirements of the 
determination?

The ABA must not allocate a 
licence if the ABA decides 
that an applicant is not a suit
able applicant in the terms of

s.4l(2) of the Broadcasting 
Services Act 1992.

Under the Act, an applicant 
is presumed to be ‘suitable’ 
unless the ABA decides that 
allowing the applicant to pro
vide a commercial broadcast
ing service under a licence 
would lead to a significant 
risk of an offence against the 
Act or associated regulations 
being committed, or a breach 
of the conditions of the li
cence occurring. 3
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