TCN Channel Nine Pty Ltd, licensee of the Nine network’s Sydney station has failed to meet the
requirements of the Australian content and children’s television program standards in three
ways in the past three years. The ABA reports on the performance of the three Sydney
commercial television licensees against the Australian content requirements.

e ABA has found TCN
Channel Nine Pty Ltd
(TCN), licensee of the

Nine network’s Sydney sta-
tion, failed to meet the re-
quirements of the Australian
content and children’s televi-
sion program standards in
three ways in the past three
years. Failure to comply with
these program standards is a
breach of a condition of its
licence.

TCN failed to comply with
the minimum Australian
drama requirement for 1995,
the minimum three year
drama score for the three year
period 1993-1995 and the re-
quirement for broadcasting C
classified children’s programs
in 1994.

TCN indicated to the ABA
that the shortfalls in its Austral-
ian drama requirements were
due to the station’s incorrect
assumption thatthe Paul Hogan
film, Almost An Angel would
qualify under the standard as
an Australian drama.

TCN has informed the ABA
the shortfall in its children’s
programming was inadvert-
ent and was due to the over-
run of international sporting
events. TCN has undertaken
to make up the one hour
shortfall in 1996.

TCN will screen the first re-
lease Australian movie The Cus-
todian in December 1996 as
make up for the drama short-
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fall. 7he Custodian will be in
addition to TCN'’s 1996 Aus-
tralian drama requirements.

The ABA has been assured
by TCN that it has introduced a
number of measures to its pro-
gramming systems and efforts
would be made to ensure no
repetition of the breaches.

The ABA is satisfied with the
action and undertakings given
by TCN in relation to the
breaches but has placed it on
notice for future, similar
breaches. Actions open to the
ABA in the event of future
breaches include placing ad-
ditional conditions on the net-
work’s licences, referring the
matter to the Director of Public
Prosecutions for prosecution
in the courts and suspension
or cancellation of licences.

Compliance figures

The following tables contain
1994 and 1995 Australian con-
tent compliance figures along
with the three year compli-
ance figures for the period
1993 to 1995.

The figures represent the per-
formance of the three Sydney
commercial television licen-
sees for ATN 7, TCN 9 and
TEN 10 against the previous
Australian content standard,
Television Program Standard
(TPS) 14, which was in force
until the end of 1995. The
present standard, the Austral-

ian Content Standard, took
effect from 1 January 1996.

Each of the licensees met the
minimum:
® 1994 and 1995 Australian
transmission quota,

* the drama/diversity score
for 1994, 1995 and the three
year period 1993-1995; and

®* 1994 and 1995 children’s
drama score.

ATN 7 and TEN 10 also met
the minimum drama score for
the 1994 and 1995 calendar
years and the minimum three
year drama score for the pe-
riod 1993-1995. TCN 9 met the
minimum drama score for the
1994 calendar year but not for
1995 nor the three year drama
requirement.

Results

Television Program Standard
(TPS) 14 had two elements: a
transmission quota for the
overalllevel of Australian con-
tent and a2 minimum score for
first run Australian drama/di-
versity and children’s drama
programs.

For 1993, 1994 and 1995, the
standard set a transmission
quota of 50 per cent for Aus-
tralian content between 6.00
a.m. and midnight, with both
first run and repeat program-
ming counting towards the
quota. The transmission quota
result is determined by divid-
ing the number of Australian

hours screened over the year
by the total number of trans-
mission hours in the year be-
tween 6.00 a.m. and midnight
(total transmission hours is 18
hours x 365).

All three licensees met the
50 per cent transmission quota
in each of the three years,
with TCN 9 achieving the
highest level in each of the
three years, reaching a high
of 61.19 per cent for 1994.

The formula for scoring
drama/diversity programs
form part of TPS 14, and can
be expressed as follows: Score
= Australian Factor x Quality
Factor x Number of Hours.

The Australian factor had
permissible values of 1.5 or
3.0, depending on the spe-
cific provisions of the test cri-
teria. The Quality factors for
drama, C drama and diversity
programs were:
® 3.5 for one-offs (including
mini-series; telemovie/tel-
eplay and feature film);

* 2.2 for series/serial produced
at the rate of one hour or less
per week; and

* 1.1 for series/serial produced
at the rate of more than one
hour per week.

There were minimum score
requirements for first release
children’s drama (C drama)
and for drama. The minimum
annual score requirement for
C drama was 170 points for
each of the years. C drama



points in excess of the mini-
mum 170 points are added to
the points score forAustralian
drama to give the total drama
score. The minimum annual
drama score requirement was
750 points for each of the
years.

In 1994 TEN 10 achieved a C
drama score of 173.25. The
excess C drama of 3.25 points
was added to the drama fig-
ure of 884.70 to give a drama
score of 887.95 points. ATN 7
achieved the highest drama
score for any one year, achiev-
ing 1135.15 points in 1994.

All three licensees met the
minimum C drama: score for
each of the three years. All
met the minimum drama score
requirement for 1993 and

1994. ATN 7 and TEN 10 met
the minimum drama score re-
quirement for 1995, but TCN 9
achieved a score of 744.11
failing to meet the minimum
requirement by 5.89 points.
In addition to the minimum
annual drama score require-
ment of 750 points, there was
also a minimum drama score
requirement over the three
year period 1993-1995 of 2,550
points, which represents an
average of 850 points per year.
However, the minimum an-
nual score of 750 points was
set to allow for some flexibil-
ity and was designed to take
into account the possible fail-
ure of individual programs.
ATN 7 and TEN 10 met the
minimum drama score for the

Australian Content Compliance - Sydney

TPS 14 1993-1995
ATN 7

* Drama score includes excess C drama.
ATN 7 drama scores were achieved by program hours broadcast as follows: 1994 C drama hours 18; Australian drama hours 214.5;

Australian drama hours 190.5.

* Drama score includes.excess C drama.

three year period 1993-1995.
ATN 7 achieved a score of
3117.6 points and TEN 10 a
score of 2590.28 points. TCN
9 failed to meet the minimum
score, achieving 2544.56, fail-
ing by 5.44 points.

The drama/diversity score,
which includes scores for
drama, C drama and diversity
programs, was set at 4260
points for the three year pe-
riod commencing 1 January
1993 to 31 December 1995.

The program types which
comprised the diversity cat-
egory included: social docu-
mentary, arts, science, news
and current affairs specials,
variety and new concepts.

The attached tables headed
Children’s Television Stand-

ABA[Update

ards presents the performance
of the three Sydney commer-
cialtelevision licensees against
Children’s Television Stand-
ard (CTS) 3.

CTS 3 requires licensees to
broadcast 260 hours of C (chil-
dren’s) classified programs
each year, half of which (130
hours) must be first release
Australian programs, and 130
hours of P (preschool chil-
dren’s) classified programs.

In each of the three years
TEN 10 and ATN 7 met the
minimum requirements. TCN
9 met the minimum require-
ments in 1993 and 1995 but in
1994 it failed to meet the mini-
mum C hours, screening 259
hours of C programs, a short-
fall of one hour.

1995 C drama hours 17.5;

TEN 10 drama scores were achieved by program hours broadcast as follows: 1994 C drama hours 21.5; Australian drama hours 185.5; 1995 C drama hours

17.5; Australian drama hours 217.75.



* Drama score includes excess C drama.
1995 drama shortfall = -5.89 points 3 year drama shortfall = -5.44 points
TCN 9 drama scores were achieved by program hours broadcast as follows:

1994 C drama hours 17; Australian drama hours 141.5; 1995 C drama hours 19.5; Australian drama hours 76.41.

Children’s Television Standards

CTS 3 1993 Compliance
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* The ABA found that the TCN 9 shortfall of one hour breached the condition of its commercial television licence set out In
Schedule 2, Clause 7(1)(b) of the Broadcasting Services Act 1992 in that it failed to meet the minimum requirements of CTS 3(1Xa

for the 1994 calendar year. (Reported in Annual Report 1995-96 p.47)
CTS 3 1995 Compliance
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1994 First release Australian drama

Drama
score*

Program name Total hours  Australian Quality

broadcast factor factor
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Drama
score™

Program name Total hours  Australian Quality
broadcast factor factor

TEN

1995 First release Australian drama

Drama
score*

Australian
factor

Total hours
broadcast

Program name

Quality

factor

ATN




Total hours

Program name
broadcast
TCN cont

Australian

Drama
score*

Quality

factor factor

Total hours
broadcast

Program name

Australian

Drama
score*

Quality

factor factor

* any apparent discrepancy between the drama score and its constituent parts is due to rounding.

K

he ABA has found five

Seven network stations

in breach of the com-
mercial television industry
code of practice over the
broadcast of ‘Agro’s Cartoon
Connection’.

Following an investigation
into an episode of the pro-
gram broadcast on 6 Decem-
ber 1995, the ABA found the
Seven network licensees had
breached the requirements of
the code in regard to the
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The ABA finds five Seven network stations in breach of the commercial television
industry code of practice over the broadcast of ‘Agro’s Cartoon Connection’.

presentation of sponsored
material (host selling) within
the program. The ABA found
promotions and competitions
for Glow Zone Hot ‘n’ Cool
Caps, the movie Babeand [ &
J Agro’s Fish Fingers were
not adequately distinguished
as promotional material.
The ABA also found a com-
mercial for the movie
Bushwacked broadcast in the
course of the program did not
meet the requirements of the

code for commercials directed
to children and a program
promotion for ‘MacGyver’
broadcast on SAS, TVW and
BTQ contained depictions of
violence unsuitable for a G
classification zone.

As a result of the ABA’s in-
vestigation, the Seven network
has implemented new poli-
cies for the presentation of
sponsored segments in the
program and the promotion
of 0055 telephone numbers

associated with competitions
in the program.

If there are further breaches
of the code in relation to these
issues, the ABA has a range of
sanctions available to it, in-
cluding making compliance
with the code a condition of a
broadcaster’s licence and
issuing notices to ensure
compliance with the Broad-
casting Services Act.

‘The ABA’s report on its in-

vestigation provides guidance >





