
T
he ABA has decided to 
refuse permission to 
Territory Television Pty 
Ltid, the licensee of commer
cial television service NTD 8, 
to> operate a second commer

cial television service in the 
D?arwin area.

“The ABA refused permis- 
sicon because, applying the 
Biroadcasting Services Act, it 
w'as not satisfied that it was 
umlikelv that another person 
w'ould be interested in, and 
lilkely to be in a position to, 
operate the second commer- 
ciial television licence,’ said 
Mir Peter Webb, ABA Chair- 
mian.

T h e  ABA received several 
expressions of interest in op- 
errating a commercial televi
sion service in Darwin: one of 
w'hich was subsequently with
drawn (the party has asked 
fo r commercial -in-confidence 
stcatus), one from Meridian 
Mledia Pty Ltd and one from 
amother party (which also has 
commercial -in-confidence sta- 
tuis). After considering these, 
thie ABA decided to refuse 
Tterritory Television’s applica
tion.

^Solicitors for the licensee of 
NTD had previously informed 
thie ABA that NTD would seek 
a review of the ABA’s deci
sion by the Administrative Ap
peals Tribunal (AAT).

“The licensee would be exer
cising a legitimate right to seek 
am AAT review. The proposed 
le;gal action however, doesn’t 
stop  the ABA inviting licence 
applications from potential 
competitors,’ Mr Webb said, 

lln December, the ABA had

called for applications for the 
commercial television licence 
in Darwin. Applications close 
on Friday, 16 February 1996 at
12.00 midnight.

Prospective licence appli
cants will need to purchase a 
copy of the information pack
age Price-based Allocation o f  
C om m ercia l B roadcastin g  
Licences from the ABA, $50.

Single licence 
m arkets

Section 73 of the Broadcast
ing Services Act 1992  allows 
an existing commercial televi
sion licensee in a single li
cence market to apply to the 
ABA for permission to oper
ate a second service in its 
licence area if an additional 
commercial television broad
casting licence can be allo
cated in that licence area.

The ABA may grant permis
sion if it is satisfied that it is 
unlikely that another person 
would be interested in, and 
likely to be in a position to, 
operate another commercial 
television broadcasting serv
ice in the licence area.

On 17 October 1995, the 
ABA finalised a licence area 
plan (LAP) for Darwin which 
among other things made a 
second commercial television 
service available in this licence 
area.

The additional service would 
operate on UHF channel 34, 
with nominal transmitter sites 
at Deloraine Road, Darwin 
and would have the same cov
erage area as NTD.

Submissions

In decid ing  
whether or not 
to grant permis
sion to Territory 
Television, the 
ABA called for 
expressions of 
interest from 
other parties in
terested in pro
viding a
commercial tel
evision service 
in the Darwin 
licence area. Submissions con
sisted of responses to a sched
ule of questions which had 
been prepared by the ABA 
and provided to interested 
persons.

Copies of submissions re
ceived by the ABA were pro
vided to Territory Television 
for comment, and Territory 
Television’s comments on 
each of the submissions were 
provided to the relevant 
submitters for comment. Ter

ritory Television was afforded 
right of reply to any substan
tive comments received by the 
ABA as a result of this ex
change.

Under section 73(4), the ABA 
was required to make a deci
sion about whether or not to 
give Territory Television per
mission within 45 days after 
receiving the application. Ter
ritory Television’s application 
was received by the ABA on 
1 December 1995. B*

Applications
A p p lic a t io n s  fo r  th e  D a rw in  licence close on :
Friday, 16 February 1996 at 12.00 midnight.

For more information
Copies o f  th e  in fo rm a t io n  package Price-based  
A llo c a tio n  o f  C om m erc ia l B roadcasting  Licences ($50) 
are  a va ila b le  f ro m  th e  ABA .
G ene ra l in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t th e  ABA 's p rice -based  
a llo c a t io n  system  is c o n ta in e d  in  th e  fre e  in fo rm a t io n  
g u id e  Licensing o f  n e w  fre e -to -a ir  b roa d ca s tin g  
services - th e  p la n n in g  an d  a llo c a tio n  processes, 
a va ila b le  f ro m  th e  ABA .
For fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n , ca ll G avin Oakes on  
(02) 334 7927 o r  Leanne S m ith  on  (02) 334 7824 o f  
A BA  A llo c a t io n s  and  Renewals Section .
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