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The Guide to Pay TV 
Anti-siphoning 
Provisions and the 
report A n ti
siphoning: the 
Availability, 
Acquisition a n ti Use 
o f Broadcast Rights 
can be obtained 
from the ABA by- 
calling freecaU 
1800 810 241.

The ABA guide describes how the provisions 
(contained in the Broadcasting Services Act 
1992) work and explains some of the issues 
which have arisen since the anti-siphoning list 
took effect on 6 July 1994.

‘The guide reflects the ABA’s experience in 
working with the rules during the first two 
years of their operation,’ said Mr Peter Webb, 
ABA Chairman. ‘During the past two years, the 
ABA reported to the Minister every six months 
on what events have been acquired by free to 
air broadcasters and what coverage they have 
provided of those events.’

On 30 September 1996 the Minister for 
Communications and the Arts, Senator Richard 
Alston, directed the ABA to report to him as 
necessary rather than every six months. The 
ABA is required to report if rights to events on 
the anti-siphoning list are not made available 
to free-to-air broadcasters; if the ABA considers 
that, over time, there has been a sustained 
reduction in the extent to which free-to-air 
broadcasters televise listed events; or if the 
ABA considers there are grounds for the 
Minister to add to or remove an event from the 
anti-siphoning list.

Also available, following its release by the 
Minister, is the ABA’s third six monthly report to 
the Minister on Anti-siphoning: the Availability, 
Acquisition and Use o f  Broadcast Rights. This 
report was provided to the Minister in June 1996.

Commercial radio
The ABA has reserved AM radio channels 
(1359 kHz in Katanning and 1251 kHz in 
Narrogin) for the new commercial services.

The ABA is prepared, however, to vary these 
LAPs to assign FM channels for the new 
commercial radio services at Katanning and 
Narrogin, if it can be demonstrated via test 
transmissions that FM channels are available 
suitable for use in Katanning and Narrogin.

The fee for each licence is $10 000, and each 
broadcaster now has 12 months to get the new 
services up and running.

The new licences follow a change to the 
Broadcasting Services Act 1992 which allows 
for early licensing of additional commercial 
radio licences in single station markets. A total 
of 54 single station markets became eligible for 
an additional commercial radio licence under 
the new licensing arrangements.

Com m unity radio
‘The licences for community radio services at 
Katanning, Wagin and Narrogin will not be 
available for allocation for at least two years. 
This will give existing aspirant groups time to 
consolidate and new aspirant groups the 
opportunity to emerge,’ Mr Webb said.

Any new community radio licences will be 
made available by means of a merit-based 
allocation process.

I
L J  N e w  co m m e rc ia l ra d io  
services
SYDNEY: The ABA has allocated three new 
commercial radio licences, two to Radio West 
Broadcasters Pty Ltd, the licensee of 
commercial radio services 6WB Katanning, and 
6NA Narrogin (one licence is to serve 
Katanning and the other is to serve Narrogin) 
and one to Northern Tasmania Broadcasters 
Pty Ltd, owner of 7AD. Northern Tasmanian 
Broadcasters will broadcast its new service 
7DDD on FM 107.7 MHz in Devonport, 
Tasmania.

The ABA has also made channels available 
for three new community radio services, at 
Katanning, Wagin and Narrogin, WA. A 
channel has also been made available for an 
open narrowcasting service at Wagin and 
channels have been reserved for two 
additional national radio services to serve the 
Katanning and Narrogin region.

The ABA’s decisions are contained in its licence 
area plans (LAPS) for radio in the Katanning and 
Narrogin regions of Western Australia.

LJ F e llo w s h ip  a w a rd

SYDNEY: The ABA’s Director of Policy and 
Communications, Ms Pat Manser, has been 
awarded a Senior Executive Fellowship by the 
Public Service and Merit Protection 
Commission. Seven fellowships were awarded 
this year and are designed to enable senior 
executives in the Australian Public Service to 
study overseas and to look into issues affecting 
the service and their own agency.

Ms Manser intends to look into ways in which 
the international community deals with the 
globalisation of industries and the 
accompanying dilution of effect of domestic 
legislation. The tensions between commercial 
directions and government policy in this 
environment will also be explored.

The Fellowhip will take Ms Manser to the 
United Kingdom, France, the European 
Community and Singapore. Each fellowship 
winner also builds into the program a course 
of study, and Pat will join a program for Senior 
Management at INSEAD in France, studying 
strategies for South-East Asia. 3
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