
The ABA is calling for comment on what priority should be given to allocating the 
community broadcasting licences made available in its licence area plans.

Com m unity broadcasting licence allocation

T
|he ABA has so far decided  to 
m a k e  3 3  n e w  c o m m u n ity  
broadcasting services available as

The ABA invites comment on the order in which the following licences be made 
available for allocation:

a result of its planning process. All these State Area ........... .........................................
services are in regional and rem ote N S W Lord H o w e  Island 1
com m unities in Australia in line with Q ld M t Isa 2
the ABA’s planning priorities w hich give S A K a n g a ro o  Island 1
highest priority to areas w here dem and W A Esp eran ce 1
fo r  s e r v ic e s  is g r e a t e s t  a n d  th e G e ra ld to n 2
population of the particular area is most K a lg o o rlie 1
in n eed  o f  ad d ition al b ro a d ca stin g M ee katharra 1
services i.e. group one. M erredin  (Bruce Rock) 1

The ABA is calling for com m ent on the N o rth a m p to n 1
order in w hich it should allocate these Yo rk 1
licences. N T K ath e rin e 1

The ABA proposes to establish a flexible Territories C h ristm a s Island 1
policy on the order and timing of alloca- C o c o s  Is lands 1
tion exercises and to develop a timetable 
in consultation with the community broad- Licences which have been deferred:

updated in A B A  Update  each quarter. Area No. of licences Deferred to
Examples of assumptions, principles or 

circumstances w hich may be considered C u n n a m u lla 1 2 7  A u g  97

in deciding the order of allocation are: K a lg o o rlie 1 16 O ct 97

• the principles em bodied in the ABA K a ta n n in g 1 10 O ct 9 8

planning priorities established in 1993; M and urah 1 19 Ju ly  9 8

• w h e th e r  an  a re a  a lre a d y  h as a N aro gin 1 10 O ct 9 8

com m unity radio service; N o rtham 1 2 7  A u g  9 8

• the existing radio services available Riverland 1 22 A u g  9 8

in the area; and W a g  in 1 10 O ct 9 8

• w hether know n aspirant broadcasting  
g ro u p s  are  w ell p la c e d  to  p u rsu e  
lice n ce  a llo ca tio n  at th at tim e (fo r  
exam ple, w hether applicants have the

A llo catio n  has been deferred in theses areas in order to  a llo w  tim e fo r co m m u n ity  bro ad casting  

g ro u p s to o rgan ise  and  build  necessary sup po rt an d  skills before an a llocation  exercise co m m en ces.

Licences which have already been advertised:
n ecessary establishm ent tunas and are 
likely to be in a position to com m ence Area No. of licences Closing date for applications
a new  service within a year).

The ABA allocated the first comm unity M ildura 2 closed

broadcasting service licence, in Mildura D arw in 2 clo sed

on 11 Septem ber 1 9 9 6 , to the Associa- C e d u n a 1 11 N o ve m b e r 1 9 9 6

tion for the Blind Ltd to provide a Radio Broom e 1 16 D e ce m b e r 1 9 9 6

for the Print H andicapped (RPH) serv- D erby 1 16 D e ce m b e r 1 9 9 6

ice. Fitzroy C ro ss in g 1 16 D e ce m b e r 1 9 9 6

Halls C re e k 1 16 D e ce m b e r 1 9 9 6
Comment may be submated in writing Torres Strait 1 2 4  D e ce m b e r 1 9 9 6

Allocations and Renewals Section 
Australian Broadcasting Authority 
PO BOX Q50O 
QVB Post Office NSW 1230

1 The ABA is consulting with the following community broadcasting organisations:
Community Broadcasting Association of Australia (CBAA); the National Indigenous 
Broadcasting Association of Australia (NIMAA); Australasian Christian Broadcasters (ACB); 
the Australian Council for Radio for the Print Handicapped (ACRPH); the Communications 
Law Centre (CLC); and the National Ethnic and Multicultural Broadcasters’ Council (NEMBC). a
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