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The ABA is inviting applications for 84 new open narrowcasting radio

services to serve regional areas across Australia’s mainland, and one new
open narrowcasting television service for Darwin.

ABA invites applications for open
narrowcasting licences

e ABA has invited applications

I for 84 new open narrowcasting

radio services to serve regional

areas in New South Wales, Victoria,

Queensland, South Australia, Western

Australia and the Northern Territory. For

a full list of the areas in which applications
for licences are invited; see tables.

The ABA has also called for applica-
tions for one new open narrowcasting
television service, for Darwin.

The ABA has set a reserve price of
$4000 for each of the licences. Appli-
cants for licences must pay a non-
refundable application fee of $900 for
each licence they apply for. Applica-
tions for the licences will close at 2.00
'p.m. on Friday 29 November 1996.

Auctions for the licences are expected
to be held at the ABA’s Sydney offices in
December 1996.

What are open
narrowcasting services?

Open narrowcasting services are
broadcasting services whose reception
is limited in at least one of a number of
ways specified in the Act:

¥ by being targeted to special interest
groups;

¥ by being intended for limited locations
(e.g. arenas or business premises);

¥ by being provided during a limited
period or to cover a special event;

¥ because they provide programs of
limited appeal; or

¥ for some other reason.

Open narrowcasting services operate
under the class licence provisions of the
Act. Class licences are not individually
issued, but are a standing authority for
any operator to enter the market and
provide a service, as long as the opera-
tor has access to delivery capacity and
abides by the conditions applicable to
the relevant category of class licence.

Class licence service providers who
wish to use the broadcasting services

bands part of the radiofrequency spec-
trum must apply to the ABA for a trans-
mitter licence to operate their service.

What is a transmitter
licence?

A transmitter licence is a form of
apparatus licence issued under the
Radiocommunications Act 1992
(Radocom Act). It authorises the licensee
to operate a radiocommunications
transmitter in accordance with the
conditions of the licence.

The ABA issues transmitter licences
under delegation from the Spectrum
Management Agency (SMA) to services
which use the broadcasting services
bands.

How will transmitter
licences for open
narrowcasting services be
issued?

Section 106 of the Radiocommunications
Act provides for the determination of a
price-based allocation system for issuing
specified transmitter licences. Under the
Radcom Act, the system must be
determined by the SMA although it will
be implemented by the ABA.

Subject to the terms of the price-based
system, applicants for specified trans-
mitter licences will bid for the licences
in public, auction-style, licence alloca-
tion exercises.

The price-based system is governed
by the Radiocommunications (Issue of
Broadcasting (Narrowcasting) Trans-
mitter Licences) Determination (the De-
termiriation).

How do I apply for a
6licence?

To apply for a licence under the Deter-
mination, applicants must complete an

application form and a form of indemnity
and guarantee. The form of indemnity
and guarantee must be completed and
executed by the applicant and by a
director or office bearer (as appropriate)
of the applicant. Each application must
be accompanied by an application fee
of $900. A separate application must be
lodged for each licence applied for. The
application fee is non refundable.

If the applicant is a company or an
incorporated association, it will also be
required to complete a form of author-
ity which authorises agents to act on the
applicant’s behalf at a particular licence
allocation exercise. Applicants who are
individuals may authorise an agent to
represent them.

The ABA will invite applications for
specified transmitter licences in news-
paper advertisements in the area where
the licences are available.

Applications will generally be invited
for transmitter licences only after a
licence area plan has been prepared by
the ABA for the relevant licence area.

Licence area plans are being prepared
progressively for all of Australia, in
accordance with the planning priorities
established by the ABA.

Who may apply for a
licence?

Any person may apply for a transmitter
licence to provide an open narrow-
casting service.

How wiill the price-based
allocation system operate?:

If the ABA registers more than one
application for an advertised licence,
the registered applicants will bid for the
licence at a licence allocation exercise
to be held at a time and place to be
specified by the ABA.

A licence will be issued to the highest
bidder (the ‘nominated applicant’), sub-
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ject to the price bid reaching the pub-
lished reserve price for the licence.

The nominated applicant will be re-
quired to pay a deposit of 10 per cent of
the price bid for the licence immedi-
ately following completion of the rel-
evant licence allocation exercise.

Full payment for the licence (price bid
less the deposit) must be made by the
nominated applicant by 4 p.m. on the
day following the relevant licence allo-
cation exercise.

The licence will be issued to the nomi-
nated applicant provided that the other
requirements of the Determination, in-
cluding payment of the price of the
licence, are met. The ABA must not issue
a licence to an applicant unless the spec-
trum has been made available for alloca-
tion by the ABA under s. 34(1) of the Act.

After a licence is issued, the ABA will
publish the successful applicant’s name,

the amount paid for the licence and the
channel allocation.

What if there is only one
applicant for a licence?

If there is only one applicant for a
licence, a licence allocation exercise will
not be held. The applicant for the
licence will be issued the licence for
the reserve price, subject to the
requirements of the Determination
being met.

Commencement of services

The licensee, or any person authorised
by the licensee to operate a
radiocommunications transmitter under
the licence, must commence the open
narrowcasting service within six months
of being issued the licence or within a

longer period as notified in writing by
the ABA.

How can | obtain more
information?

Anyone interested in applying for any
of the available licences must purchase
an information package titled Price-
based Allocation of Transmitter Licences
Sfor Open Narrowcasting Services from
the ABA. The cost of the package is $40.

The information package explains how
to apply for a licence, provides techni-
cal specifications about the services for
which licences are available, and con-
tains copies of the forms to be com-
pleted by intending applicants.

The package also contains details of
the price-based system under which the
licences will be issued, and conditions
which apply to the licences. Q

Transmitter licences available for open narrowcasting services
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