
M o r e  t h a n  f i f t y  n e w  r e g i o n a l  

c o m m e r c i a l  r a d i o  l i c e n c e s  l i k e l y

F rom  M arch 1996 , the ABA will start licen sing new  
com m ercia l radio services in region al radio m arkets  
a cro ss  A ustralia, w h ich  will im p rove the ch o ice  

available to radio listeners in th ese areas.
‘This m eans m ore variety for listeners in country areas as 

two com m ercial services will provide m ore diverse pro­
gram s,’ said Mr Peter W ebb, ABA Chairm an.

From 5 Jan u ary 1996, licensees w hich are the only provider 
of 2 com m ercial radio service in their m arket have been  able 
to apply to provide a secon d  local service.

The new  proced ure is the result o f an am endm ent to the 
B ro a d c a s tin g  Services A c t 1 9 9 2  w hich b ecam e effective on 
5 January 1996 and w as an nounced  in D ecem ber by the 
Minister for Com m unications and the Arts, the Hon. Michael 
Lee.

Earlier in 1995, the ABA had recom m ended to the Minister 
that early licensing of additional com m ercial services in the 
country’s rem aining solus, or single service, radio markets 
be allow ed. The Minister accep ted  the ABA's recom m en da­
tion and this am endm ent is the result.

‘This new  legislation will speed  up the p rocess of allocating  
second com m ercial radio licences in solus m arkets, if the 
existing op erator is interested in providing an extra serv ice ,’ 
said Mr W ebb.

This m eans that up 
to 54 new  com m ercial 
radio licences could  
be granted in regional 
a re a s  o f A u stra lia , 
ahead of the ABA’s li­
cence area planning  
process.

Allocation fee

The ABA has set an allocation fee of $10 000 for these  
licences w hich is based on the estim ated costs of planning  
and allocating them. These licences are not currently subject 
to licence fees, but the Minister has announced  all licences  
allocated under the Act will be subject to annual fees.

The ABA has sent eligible licensees a cop y of the ABA 
information package, w hich includes an application form. 
L icen sees  sh o u ld  a p p ly  to  the ABA no la ter than  
5 March 1996.

For m ore information on s .39  licences, see over page. 0

T he A B A  has rece ived  a p p lic a t io n s  fro m  16 re g io n a l 
licensees (as a t th e  end  o f  Janua ry ) w h o  a re  

in te re s te d  in p ro v id in g  a new  com m e rc ia l ra d io  service  
in  th e ir  m a rke t.
A p p lic a t io n s  have been rece ived  fro m : 2BS B a thu rs t,
2EC Bega, 2GN G ou lb u rn , 2GZ O range , 2RG G r if f i th ,
2LT L ith g o w , 2XL Coom a, 3BA  B a lla ra t, 3CS Colac,
3NE W a n g a ra tta , 3SH Swan H ill, 3W M  H orsham ,
4SSS N am bou r, 5SE M t G am b ie r, 6M M  M and u ra h  and  
7XS Q uee n s tow n .

The A B A  has p rop osed  th e  te ch n ic a l c o n d it io n s  
necessary fo r  B a th u rs t, L ith g o w , O range , B a lla ra t, 
W a n g a ra tta , G r i f f i th  a nd  M a nd u ra h . In d u s try  bod ies  
and  licensees w h o  w ish  to  co m m e n t on  these  have u n t i l  
th e  5 Feb rua ry  fo r  B a th u rs t, 7 F eb rua ry  f o r  B a lla ra t and  
8 F eb rua ry  fo r  O range  and  M a nd u ra h , 17 Feb rua ry  fo r  
W a n g a ra tta  and  20 Feb rua ry  f o r  th e  rem a in d e r.

A f te r  co n s id e r in g  any com m en ts  rece ived  a b o u t th e  
p roposed  te ch n ic a l c o n d it io n s , th e  A B A  expects th e  f ir s t  
licences to  be a llo c a te d  in  e a r ly  M a rch .
O th e r licences a re  e xpe c te d  to  be issued p rog ress ive ly  as 
te c h n ic a l sp e c if ic a tio n s  a re  c irc u la te d  and  a su ita b le  
fre q u e n c y  is d e te rm in e d  fo r  each n ew  service .

Commercial radio stations eligible for s.39 licences
NSW: 2AD  A rm id a le ; 2BS B a th u rs t; 2CS C offs  H a rbou r; 
2DU D ubbo ; 2EC Bega; 2GF G ra fto n ; 2GN G ou lb u rn ;
2GZ O range ; 2LF Y ou ng ; 2LT L ith g o w ; 2M G  M udgee ; 
2M O  G unnedah ; 2NZ In ve re ll; 2PK Parkes; 2RE Taree ;
2RG G r i f f i th ;  2XL Coom a.
Victoria: 3BA B a lla ra t; 3CS Colac; 3NE W a n g a ra tta ;
3SH Swan H ill; 3W M  H orsham .
Queensland: 4GC Charte rs Tow e rs ; 4GY G ym p ie ;
4HI Em era ld ; 4KZ In n is fa il; 4LG Long reach ;
4M B M a ry b o ro u g h ; 4SB K in g a ro y ; 4SSS N am bou r;
4VL C ha rle v ille ; 4ZR Roma.
South Australia: 5CC P o rt L in co ln ; 5M U  M u rra y  
B ridge ; 5RM R enm ark ; 5SE M t G am b ie r.
Western Australia: 6A M  N o rth a m ; 6BY B r id g e to w n ;  
6KA K a rra th a ; 6KG K a lg o o r lie ; 6LN C a rna rvon ;
6M D M e rre d in ; 6M M  M a n d u ra h ; 6N A  N a rro g in ;
6N W  Po rt H ed la nd ; 6SE Esperance; 6TZ B unbu ry ;
6V A  A lb a n y ; 6WB K a ta n n in g .
Tasmania: 7AD D e vo n p o r t; 7BU Bu rn ie ;
7SD S co ttsda le ; 7XS Q uee ns tow n .
Northern Territory: 8HOT D a rw in .
ACT: no  e lig ib le  licensees.
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