
The ABA is calling for applications for four new community radio 
broadcasting licences.

F our new  com m unity radio broadcasting  
licences are available in the Mildura and 
Darwin areas, tw o in each.

‘T hese are the first new  com m unity radio 
broadcasting licen ces to be offered under the 
ABA’s new  m erit-based allocation system ,’ 
said ABA Chairm an Mr Peter W ebb.

A p p lica tio n s for the lice n ce s  c lo se  at
5 .00  p.m ., Friday 16 February 1996. A notice 
inviting applications has been published in 
relevant new spapers.

The B roadcastin g  Services Act 1992  says 
allocation of broadcasting services bands (BSB) 
com m unity broadcasting licences is to be 
m erit-based. T he ABA will allocate these li
cen ces on the basis of the merits of applicants 
and their p rop osed  services and, w h ere nec
essary, on the com p arative merits of com p et
ing applications.

U nder this system , in areas w here there is 
only one applicant for a com m unity broad
casting licence, the ABA only has to decide if 
the applicant merits a licence.

W hen there is m ore than one applicant, the 
ABA m ay also have to ch o ose  on the basis of 
com parative merit. Alternatively, applicants  
can  com bine to present a unified application.

‘Allocation of new  com m unity broadcasting  
licences has begun in Mildura and Darwin as 
a result of the A BA ’s public planning process  
being finalised in these a reas ,’ said Mr W ebb.

‘The planning p rocess decides how  much  
spectrum  is available for com m ercial, com 
m unity and national (ABC, SBS) broadcasting  
purposes. Licences are being offered because  
the planning p rocess identified dem and for 
n ew  com m unity serv ices,’ he said.

Community broadcasting

O nly non-profit com m unity broadcasting or
ganisations w hich represent a com m unity  
interest will be eligible for the allocation of a 
com m unity broadcasting licence.

T h e ABA’s allocation system  only applies to 
services using radiofrequency spectrum  in the

broadcasting services bands, not to com m u 
nity services using cable, satellite or other 
m eans of delivery.

Community licences can be allocated only 
if the ABA m akes new  com m unity broad
casting services available in an area follow 
ing its planning p rocess and the release of a 
licence area plan (LAP).

The procedures the ABA will follow for 
allocating new  licences are:
1 the ABA will advertise for applications in 
new spapers in the licence area. Applications 
must be lodged with the ABA by the . date 
advertised. They must be m ade on the ap
proved form, Form  ABA 32: A pplication f o r  
the A llocation o f  a  Com m unity B roadcasting  
L icence (B roadcasting Services Bands)-,
2  the ABA will publicise the details of 
applications received and advise w hen these 
will be available for public com m ent. W rit
ten com m ents on applications must be lodged  
with the ABA within 21 days from  the date 
the ABA publicises their receipt;
3  the ABA will assess all applications on  
merit, having regard to the B roadcasting  
Services Act. The ABA will decide if a licence  
is to be allocated and, in the case of com p et
ing applicants, to w hich applicant.

The ABA is not obliged to allocate a com 
munity broadcasting licence to an applicant 
even though the ABA has advertised for and  
received applications.

In assessing applications on the basis of 
merit, the ABA will have regard to m atters set 
out in the Act, w hich include:
■  w hether the p rop osed  service m eets the 
definition of a com m unity broadcasting serv
ice;
■  w hether the applicant is a ‘com p an y’ and  
represents a com m unity interest;
■  w hether the allocation is subject to any 
Ministerial ‘priority direction’;
■  the needs and interests of the com m unity  
and the extent to w hich the applicant’s 
proposed  services w ould m eet those needs  
and interests;
■  the applicant’s capacity to provide the 
p rop osed  services; and
■  m atters related to the control of the li
cence. 0

A p p l ic a t io n s  f o r  t h e  
l ic e n c e s  c lo se  a t  
5 .0 0  p .m .,
F r id a y  16 F e b ru a ry  1996 .

P ro s p e c t iv e  a p p l ic a n ts  
s h o u ld  o b ta in  a c o p y  o f  a 
f r e e  in f o r m a t io n  b o o k le t ,  
A l lo c a t io n  o f  C o m m u n ity  
B ro a d c a s tin g  L icences  
(B ro a d c a s tin g  Serv ices  
Bands), w h ic h  c o n ta in s  
a n  a p p l ic a t io n  f o rm .  F o r  
c o p ie s  o f  t h e  b o o k le t  o r  
f u r t h e r  in f o r m a t io n ,  c a ll 
t h e  A l lo c a t io n s  a n d  
R e n e w a ls  S e c t io n  o n  
(0 2 ) 3 3 4  7 8 7 8  o r  3 3 4  7 8 7 5 .
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