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The ABA has proposed 20 new radio licences for central NSW in its latest 
draft licence area plan.

T he draft licence area  
plans for central NSW  
p rop ose eight com m er

cial radio licences, five com 
munity radio licen ces and  
seven open narrow casting ra
dio services. Of the eight com 
m ercial radio licen ces, six  
could  go to existing local 
b r o a d c a s te r s  in O ra n g e ,  
D ubbo, B athurst, Lithgow , 
M udgee and Parkes, while the 
rem aining tw o w ould be for

com petitive services in O r
ange and Dubbo.

‘T h ese  p rop osals  lay the 
groundw ork for a significant 
expansion  of radio broadcast
ing services throughout cen 
tral NSW ,’ said Mr B ob  Scott, 
ABA Acting Chairman.

Single service 
markets

2GZ Orange, 2DU Dubbo, 2BS 
Bathurst, 2LT Lithgow, 2MG 
M udgee and 2PK Parkes are 
the only com m ercial radio sta
tions operating in each  of their 
m arkets.

U nder recent am endm ents  
to broadcasting law s aim ed at 
speeding up the allocation of 
second licences for single serv
ice m arkets, these stations are  
eligible for an additional new  
com m ercial radio licence for 
their m arket before the ABA’s 
plans are final.

Licensees 2BS, 2GZ and 2LT 
have already applied to the 
ABA for a second  licence un
der this sch em e. Licensees

2DU, 2MG and 2PK have until 
5 M arch 1996 to apply (for 
m ore detail, see p. 8).

‘W e ’re pleased licensees are 
keen to provide new  services. 
This is a great opportunity for 
the radio industry to offer lis
ten ers in cou n try  a reas  a 
greater depth and variety of 
p rogram m in g. H ow ever, if 
these broadcasters do not take 
up seco n d  licences, the ABA  
will re-con sid er its p rop os
als ,’ said Mr Scott.

‘In O range and Dubbo w here  
tw o licences are on offer in 
each  area, w e ’re proposing a 
com petitive service as well as

an additional licence for exist
ing op erato rs ,’ he said.

Commercial radio

The ABA has p rop osed  two  
new  licences in O range and  
D ubbo b ecau se  of interest 
exp ressed  by potential serv
ice providers.

No interest has been e x 
pressed in providing a co m 
petitive service for the four

remaining markets of Bathurst, 
Lithgow, M udgee and Parkes.

Community radio

The ABA has also p roposed  
one FM channel for com m u 
nity radio broadcasting in each  
of the follow ing tow ns —  O r
ange, Dubbo, Cobar, Bathurst 
and Kandos.

If there is interest from the 
public, the ABA will consider 
m aking channels available for 
com m unity radio b road cast
ing in Lithgow and M udgee, 
no earlier than tw o years after 
LAPs for these areas are final.

Open narrowcasting 
radio

The licence area plans also 
contain proposals for new  FM 
o p e n  n a rro w ca stin g  rad io  
services in O range, Dubbo, 
Bathurst, Lithgow, M udgee, 
P a r k e s /F o r b e s  a n d  C o n -  
dobolin.

Public comment 
invited

The public is invited to com 
m ent on the suggestions m ade  
in the radio draft LAPs.

Mr Scott said it w as im por
tant to understand the A BA ’s 
role.

‘The ABA’s job is to identify 
vacant radio channels and d e
cide the num ber and type of 
new  channels and licences to 
be m ade available. Then it’s 
for business and the com m u 
nity to take up these op p ortu 
nities.’

‘W e cannot fund or m ake  
others fund extra services. W e  
ca n ’t dem and im proved re
ception for existing serv ices,’ 
he said.

The release of the draft li
cen ce  area plans follow  pub
lic consultation by the ABA  
w hich held m eetings in ce n 
tral NSW during N ovem ber 
1994. More than on e hundred  
and sixty subm issions w ere  
received  about radio services  
in central NSW. Planning for 
television services in the re
gion is scheduled for the se c
ond half of 1996.
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Main planning 
issues

The main issue resulting from  
the ABA’s consultation p ro c
ess is the limited availability 
of spectrum  to accom m od ate  
interest exp ressed  by existing  
and potential radio b road cast
ers in providing new  radio  
services.

There is strong interest from  
the public in increasing the

able. In m aking its proposals, 
the ABA has w eighed up sub
missions from the public re
q u e stin g  a d d itio n a l rad io  
services and the interest of 
those w ho wish to supply ad
ditional radio services against 
the know n vacan t spectrum .

Commercial radio
Parties expressing interest in 
providing new  com m ercial 
radio services, other than ex-

Pty Ltd (a  su b sid ia ry  o f  
Bunbury based Rural Press), 
Robyn and Tim othy Pankhurst 
(D ubbo) and Phillip Percival 
(D ubbo).

Community radio
The ABA is proposing to up
grade the 2LVR Forbes/Parkes  
community radio service trans
mitter pow er, extend its cur
rent licence area and m ake a

n u m b er o f  rad io  se rv ice s  
across central NSW of all types 
—  national, com m ercial, com 
munity and open n arrow cast
ing.

There is a range of ABC 
ra d io  s e r v i c e s  a v a i la b le  
throughout central NSW, but 
each com m ercial m arket co n 
tains only one com m ercial ra
dio station. Only Bathurst, 
O range, Parkes and Forbes  
are served by com m unity ra
dio.

While the ABA wants to make 
channels available to increase  
the num ber of radio services 
throughout central NSW, there 
is a limited spectrum  avail-

isting broadcasters, are:
■  M cCullough Robertson So
licitors on behalf of a client 
(identified as an established  
broadcaster but the nam e of 
com p an y is unavailable at this 
tim e) has exp ressed  interest 
in providing tw o additional 
com m ercial radio services in 
both the O range and Dubbo 
m arkets;
■  O range based Say FM Pty 
Ltd has exp ressed  interest in 
providing a com m ercial radio 
service in O range;
■  in Dubbo, interest has been  
exp ressed  in providing a com 
mercial radio service by Re
gional B roadcasters Australia

re-transm ission service avail
able at Condobolin.

Open narrowcasting
The ABA is proposing one  
additional high p ow er open  
narrow casting service avail
able in Bathurst and P ark es/ 
Forbes, on e additional m e
dium p ow er open narrow cast
ing service available in Orange  
and M udgee and one addi
tional low p ow er open nar
row casting service available 
in D u b b o , L ith g o w  a n d  
Condobolin.

The A B A  planning 
process

The release of draft licence  
area plans (LAPs) is part of 
stage three of the planning 
process.

The first stage was com pleted  
in Septem ber 1993 with the 
release of the A BA ’s priorities 
for planning services across  
Australia.

Stage tw o w as com pleted  
with the publication of the 
fre q u e n cy  a llo tm e n t p lan  
(FAP), setting out the num ber 
of radio and television chan
nels in particular areas of Aus
tralia.

Licence area plans
The six licence  area p lans  
f o r  ra d io  in  ce n tra l NSW  
c o n ta in  d e ta ils  o f  a ll 
n a tio n a l (ABC and SBS), 
com m e rc ia l, c o m m u n ity  o r  
ope n  n a rro w c a s tin g  ra d io  
b ro a d ca s tin g  services to  be  
a va ila b le  on  'b ro a d ca s tin g  
services bands o f th e  
ra d io fre q u e n c y  spec trum . 
These a re  th e  pa rts  o f  th e  
spe c trum  used by A M  and  
FM ra d io  services.
The d iscuss ion d o cu m e n t  
p ro v id e s  b a c k g ro u n d  and  
d e ta ile d  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  
p lans.

The ABA 's p lans, a d iscuss ion  
d o cu m e n t and  m ic ro f ic h e  
cop ies o f  subm iss ions are  
a va ila b le  a t lib ra r ie s  
th r o u g h o u t  ce n tra l NSW, 
o r can be o b ta in e d  f ro m  th e  
ABA , fre e c a ll 1 800 810 241.

Submissions
W r it te n  subm iss ions sh ou ld  
be sen t to :
P la n n in g  O ff ic e r  fo r  C en tra l
NSW
ABA
PO Box 34
B e lconnen  ACT 2616  
by 1 March 1996.

Allocation of licences
With the exception  of the ca 
pacity reserved for national 
broadcasters and channel ca 
pacity m ade available for allo
c a t io n  to  c o m m u n ity  
broadcasters, other capacity  
set out in the LAP will gener
ally be available for com m er
c ia l l i c e n c e s  a n d  o p e n  
narrow casting services, under 
a p r ic e -b a s e d  a l lo c a t io n  
schem e.

From  5 January 1996, under 
s.39 of the B ro a d c a s tin g  Serv
ices A c t 1992, the existing com 
mercial radio licensees (2GZ  
O ran ge, 2DU D ubbo, 2BS 
Bathurst, 2LT Lithgow, 2MG 
M udgee and 2PK Parkes) are 
entitled to apply imm ediately  
to the ABA for a second serv
ice, w ithout the need for the 
ABA to have already under
taken the detailed planning 
process in determ ining a li
cen ce area plan.

The technical specifications 
for the second  services are the 
sam e as those contained in 
the draft licence area plans for 
central NSW.

Capacity set out for com m u 
nity licences will be m ade 
available by m eans of a merit- 
based system . The ABA will 
generally begin the allocation  
process after a final LAP for 
each  area has been d eter
mined.

Channels not im m ediately  
required for broadcasting serv
ices m ay be allocated for other 
purposes (such as op en  nar
row casting) for a fixed period  
determ ined by the ABA.

At the end of that period, the 
spectrum  m ay on ce again be
com e available for mainstream  
broadcasting. 13
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