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The ABA was a major supporter of and participant in the UNESCO 
sponsored international conference for children's media 
researchers, 'Youth and the Media, Tomorrow', held in Paris,
21-25 April 1997.

First world forum of international researchers on 
youth and the media

T
he ABA was a major participant 
in the First World Forum of In
tern a tio n a l R esearch ers on 
Youth and the Media held in Paris from 
21 to 25 April 1997. The theme of the 
Forum was ‘Youth and the Media. 

Tom orrow ’ and was organised by 
France’s Groupe de Recherche sur la 
Relation Enfants Medias (GRREM) 
which is overseen by the International 
Scientific Committee chaired by Ma
dam e E lisabeth  A uclaire. G areth  
Grainger, ABA General Manager Policy 
and Programs, represents the ABA on 
that committee.

The Forum attracted strong support by 
350 researchers, regulators, policy mak
ers and journalists from 33 countries.

The conference was opened by His 
Excellency Mr Federico Mayor, Director 
General of UNESCO, in the Main Hall of 
the UNESCO Headquarters. Mr Mayor 
made particular reference to Article 19 
of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights:

E v e r y o n e  h a s  t h e  r ig h t  t o  f r e e d o m  o f  

o p i n i o n s  a n d  e x p r e s s i o n ;  th is  r ig h t  

i n c lu d e s  f r e e d o m  t o  h o l d  o p i n i o n s  

w i t h o u t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  a n d  to  s e e k ,  r e c e i v e  

a n d  in p u t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  i d e a s  t h r o u g h  

a n y  m e d i a  a n d  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  f r o n t i e r s .

Mr Mayor pointed out that based upon 
this fundamental right, Article 13 of the

Convention on the Rights of the Child 
provides that:

T h e  c h i ld  s h a ll  h a v e  t h e  r ig h t  to  f r e e d o m  

o f  e x p r e s s i o n ;  th is  r ig h t  s h a ll  i n c lu d e  

f r e e d o m  t o  s e e k ,  r e c e i v e  a n d  in p u t  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  a ll  k in d s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  

f r o n t i e r s ,  e i t h e r  o v e r t l y  in w r i t in g  o r  in  

p r i n t ,  in  t h e  f o r m  o f  a r t ,  o r  t h r o u g h  a n y  

o t h e r  m e d i a  o f  t h e  c h i ld 's  c h o i c e  ...

Mr Mayor expressed his concern about 
the too easy access by the young to 
films and programs portraying gratui
tous violence. He spoke of the need to 
balance the rights of the young to 
access to information through the me
dia with the need to protect children 
and young people from the dangers of 
violence on television, in films and 
video games and on-line services, nota
bly the Internet. The debate over the 
violence issue generated considerable 
discussion during the Forum.

ABA representatives made key pres
entations at the Forum. Peter Webb, 
ABA Chairman and member of the 
Committee of Patrons of the Forum, 
participated in a roundtable of heads 
of broadcasting regulatory agencies. 
Debra Richards, Director Program Serv
ices, addressed a plenary session on 
research perspectives in Australia. Mr 
Grainger presented the final report at 
the closing session. Steven Nugent,

ABA Research Manager, spoke about 
the International Research Network at 
the roundtable, ‘Communica.ions Be
tween Researchers’ chaired by Mr 
Grainger. (Summaries of these presen
tations follow.)

There were a number of other Austral
ian participants. Wendy Keys of the Key 
Centre for Cultural and Medii Studies 
gave a poster session on children’s 
television industry development in Aus
tralia. Ms Pauline Griffiths, Canberra 
University, addressed a workshop on 
‘Teenage Viewers of Popular TV: the 
viewing culture of 14 year olds 
Canberrans’. Ms Toni Downes, Univer
sity of Western Sydney, spoke at the 
‘new media, new research’ workshop 
on ‘playing with computing technolo
gies in the home’. Ms Robyn Quinn and 
Mr Barrie McMahon, Edith Cowen Uni
versity, spoke in a plenary session about 
‘research and development of a new 
theoretical and pedagogical framework’.

The Forum concluded with .i recom
mendation that the next Forum be held 
in 1999 or 2000, possibly in Sydney. The 
International Scientific Committee 
adopted the findings of the Fcrum and 
invited Mr Grainger to succeed Mad
ame Elisabeth Auclaire as Chairman of 
that committee from early 199B. 3
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Plenary address

M
r Peter Webb, ABA Chairman, 
ad d ressed  the p lenary  
session of the conference. 
W hile the ABA has an exceptional 
record (which is world recognised) in 
the area of children’s television regu

lation, we also now have an excellent 
body of research with regard to chil
dren’s media issues,’ said Mr Webb. 
‘The ABA is looking forward to dis
cussing and debating the findings from 
this research at the forum, and if 
possible, participating in joint inter
national research initiatives and policy 
discussions.’

The conference has brought together 
researchers, program makers, policy 
makers and others who share an inter
est in young people to discuss a range 
of contemporary children’s media is
sues.

The forum gives the ABA the opportu
nity to share its recent research findings 
on children and the media, as well as to 
enter into discussions on a large number 
of issues facing media researchers to
day and ‘tomorrow’. 3

Australian
children's
television

W
hile at the conference, the 
ABA released a booklet out 
lin in g  its research  on 
children’s attitudes to the media.

‘The booklet provides concise infor
mation about recent and upcoming ABA 
research projects and should prove to 
be an invaluable resource for research
ers, interest groups, program makers 
and the general public,’ said Ms Debra 
Richards, Director Program Services.

The booklet, Australian Children’s 
Television also contains the current regu
lations for children’s television in Aus
tralia. The children’s television stand
ards require all commercial television 
stations to broadcast 390 hours of pro
grams especially made for children and 
preschool children each year. In 1998, 
this will includes 32 hours of first run 
quality Australian children’s drama (cur
rently 28 hours).

The ABA’s research involving children 
includes 'Cool or Gross: children's atti
tudes to violence, kissing an d  swearing 
on television’ (which looks at what 
concerns children on television); Kidz 
talk TV: ‘super w ickid ’ or ‘d u m ' (which 
identifies what children like about tel
evision programs) and the joint re
search project with the Office of Film 
and Literature Classification, ‘Families 
an d  Electronic Entertainment' (which 
looks at how families, parents and chil
dren use television, film, cinema, video 
games and the Internet).
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International 
research forum 
on television 
and children

M
embers of the International 
Research Forum on Television 
and Children (IRF) met face 
to face for the first time in Paris.

‘The IRF provides an international fo
rum for promoting awareness of the 
need for research into children and 
television, stimulating research as an aid 
to policy making, exchanging informa
tion, and encouraging collaboration on 
research in this area,’ said Mr Stephen 
Nugent, ABA Research Manager.

The IRF is an ABA initiative arising out 
of the World Summit on Television and 
Children held in Melbourne in March 
1995.

IRF membership is now more than one 
hundred and fifty members from 27 
countries. There are members from Aus
tralia, New Zealand, USA, Canada, Ja 
pan, Korea, United Kingdom, France, 
Sweden, Argentina, Russia and South 
Africa.

To date the ABA has released three 
editions of the International Research 
Forum (IRF) newsletter. The newsletter 
includes news of upcoming events and 
conferences, changes or developments 
in the area of children’s programming 
regulation, and major research projects 
with international significance. IRF mem
bers provide details of research projects 
which they have completed or are un
dertaking and these are updated in each 
issue. 3

The next Issue of the newsletter 
will include reports on the Paris 
Conference. The newsletter is 
on the ABA's Web site (http:// 
www.dca.gov.au/aba/ 
hpcov.htm) or available free of 
charge by calling Lori Lemon on 
(02 )9334  7862.

Top left: Mr Stephen Nugent, ABA 
Manager, Research and Mr Peter 
Webb, ABA Chairman.
Lower left: Ms Debra Richards, ABA 
Director, Program Services and 
Ms Nadia Bulbulia, Independent 
Broadcasting Authority, South Africa.
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ABA seeks international partners for on-line research

N
ew forms of media such as on
line services present challenges 
for both media research topics 
and methods, according to Ms Debra 
Richards, ABA Director of Program 
Services.

‘The ABA is actively seeking interna
tional partners for joint research projects 
on issues relating to children’s use of 
new media,’ Ms Richards said when she 
addressed the ‘Youth and the Media, 
Tomorrow’ conference in Paris.

‘The regulation of on-line services 
content is an issue which transcends 
national borders. At the invitation of 
UNESCO, the ABA is nearing comple
tion of a comparative study on the 
Internet and international regulatory 
issues.’

‘ABA research studies have indicated

that parents may have a requirement for 
information that would assist them to 
supervise their children’s use of new 
media. One of our more recent studies 
has shown that young people tend to 
know more about the technology of 
computers than their parents, although 
lack of computer literacy doesn’t seem 
to prevent parents having rules and 
routines in place to regulate media use.’

‘It would be valuable for research to 
evaluate the use of any current media 
education strategies by parents and to 
determine perceived levels of need for 
information and training about new 
media.’

Recent ABA research has focused on 
understanding the child’s point of view, 
identifying how young people spend 
their leisure time and understanding

the interaction between young people 
and adults with regard to media use, 
she said.

‘It is important for researchers to ex
change information about recent re
search developments which may help 
us understand interactions between 
young people and new media and the 
environments in which these interac
tions take place. The International Re
search Forum, and its newsletter, pro
vides one such avenue.’

Ms Richards’ paper ‘Children, televi
sion and new forms of media: Research 
from Australia’ gives a summary of find
ings from recent ABA research projects 
focusing on children as well as an over
view of major trends and methodologies 
used in other recent Australian research 
into children and television. 3

In summary:
Gareth Grainger co-presented the final report to the 
forum

I
 am greatly honoured to participate 
with Professor Jacquinot in the final 
report to the International Forum 
of Researchers— Youth and the Media 
Tomorrow.

I would like to highlight some issues 
discussed this week.

Much of the focus is on television and 
youth-—yet the young are moving on to 
other media for information, education 
and simply passing time, not least the 
Internet and other on-line services. 
Teachers, parents, politicians and me
dia commentators are being left behind 
by the young who easily conquer these 
new domains.

The rapid unfolding of new technol
ogy, the breaking down of national 
boundaries first by transborder satellite 
television and now by the Internet, 
challenge the concept of national cul
ture.

There is a need to conduct local and 
national research in the context of na
tional needs but also with an awareness 
of what is and has been done in other 
countries. The roundtable, about com
m unication am ongst researchers, 
highlighted the existence of the ABA s 
International Research Forum on Tel

evision and Children, and the UNESCO 
International Clearinghouse on Chil
dren and Violence on the screen run by 
Nordicom.

There are many issues which worry 
parents, politicians, the media, broad
casting policymakers and regulators. In 
some countries the current key concern 
at the political level is violence on the 
screen. This is leading to increased 
focus on the potential means for regula
tion and self-regulation of the broad
casting and on-line industries. There is 
considerable discussion and a lack of 
unanimity amongst researchers about 
the extent to which violence on the 
screen causes violence in the street.

Much of the research discussed at the 
conference highlighted the fact that 
both parents and the young are respon
sible in their various roles in relation to 
the media and its benefits, and uses for 
the young are largely positive.

And so where do we go from here? 
Members of the International Scientific 
Committee of this forum propose the 
following initiatives to flow from our 
proceedings:
• that we commit ourselves to hold a 
second forum for researchers in 1999

Mr Gareth Grainger, ABA General 
Manager, Policy and Programs 
summing up at the conference.

or 2000, possibly in Sydney;
• that we seek the ongoing support of 
UNESCO for regular international fora 
for youth and media researchers;
• that the focus of such fora must 
always be on the research;
• that the p resen t In tern a tio n a l 
Committee be joined by others who 
wish to assist in the development of 
future conferences for researchers in 
this field, and
• that we meet next at the second World
Summit on Television and Children in 
London, March 1998. 3




