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Karin O'Reilly, 
Jade Gatt and 
Ryan Lappin 
on the set of 
Cheez TV

Intepreters (NAATI) Level T hree Interpreter for 
the d eaf and hearing im paired. Using Auslan, 
the official language of the Australian deaf 
com m unity, she will keep  up with the crazy  
antics of teen hosts, Ja d e  Gatt and Ryan 
Lappin.

Karin first ap peared  on C heez TV early last 
year, her ap p earan ce  being inspired by a 
hearing im paired fan of the show . The 
response that follow ed w as so overw helm ing  
that the sh o w ’s producer, decided  to invite her 
back.

Karin, w ho also teaches at Thom as Patterson  
School, will interpret every T uesday morning, 
bright and early from  the 21 Jan u ary 1997!

Any com m en ts/feed b ack  are w elcom ed  and  
can  be directed to the sh o w ’s p rod u cer on  the 
following:

Jan  Stradling
cheeztv@ on australia.com .au  
TTY (0 2 ) 212 3254  
Cheez TV  
PO B o x  606  
BROADW AY 2007
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their research , in terms of content, 
m ethodology and results. The Paris Forum  is 
an opportunity for researchers from  around the 
w orld to gather and review  the state of  
research  on  children and the m edia.

The ABA has been  actively involved in 
preparing for the Forum . The ABA’s Chairman, 
Mr Peter W ebb, is part of the International 
Com m ittee of Patrons, while Mr Gareth  
G rainger, G eneral M anager Policy and  
Program s, is part o f the International Scientific 
Com m ittee, form ed to define the Forum  
program . The International Scientific 
Com m ittee m et in Paris on 24 and 25 
N ovem ber 1996 and the program  is nearing  
finalisation.

The ABA has provided details of the Forum  to 
its international research  contacts through the 
International Research Forum  (IRF) on  
Television and Children. The IRF w as 
established at the M elbourne W orld Summit 
and is coordinated  by the R esearch Section of  
the ABA. A bi-annual new sletter is published  
and the third issue, distributed to the 150  
m em bers of The IRF in D ecem ber 1996, carried  
a story on the Paris Forum.

The ABA plans to be an active participant in 
the Paris Forum  in a num ber of w ays —  as part 
of an international roundtable of regulators, 
through discussion of the findings of its 
extensive research  program  on children and 
the m edia, through sharing its considerable  
exp erien ce  with the classification o f children’s 
program s and the operation o f the children’s 
television standards, and as a key participant in 
discussions on the operation of the IRF.

UNESCO is undertaking patronage of the Paris 
Forum. IRF m em ber Elisabeth Auclaire, President 
of GRREM, is organising the Forum and can be 
contacted for further details by phoning 
+33 1 44 30 20 01 or faxing +33 1 45 25 73 67.

L - A B A  to  p a rtic ip a te  in P a ris  
fo ru m  on y o u n g  p e o p le  and 
th e  m edia

PARIS: As a result o f the research ers’ m eeting  
at the W orld Summit on Television and  
Children held in M elbourne in M arch 1995, the 
French  organisation GRREM (R esearch  G roup  
on the Relationship B etw een  Children and the 
M edia) has organised an International Forum  
of R esearchers to be held in Paris from  21 to 25  
April 1997. The title of the Forum  is Y oung  
People a n d  the  M e d ia , T om orro w .

The research ers’ m eeting at the W orld  
Summit brought to light the n eed  for 
research ers to continually evaluate the state of

£ J  V -c h ip  —  launch d e la ye d  in  
Canada

CANADA: Technical issues look likely to delay  
the launch of the V-chip in Canada.

The V-chip has b een  prom oted  as a m eans of 
allow ing parents to block the view ing of  
unsuitable television program  content by their 
children. Invented by Canadian engineer Tim  
Collings, there has been a strong push for its 
early im plem entation in Canada.

H ow ever, limited trials con du cted  on  cable in 
Canada have identified a num ber of practical 
issues that n eed  to be resolved before this 
techn ology w ould be effective. The main
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problem  is the need  for a uniform  system  of 
identifying program  classifications. As well as 
the local signals, Canadian televisions also  
receive signals from  the US, som e of w hich is 
retransm itted on  Canadian cable system s. The 
broadcasters have suggested that there should  
be a uniform classification system  in both  
countries otherw ise the V -chip might be 
ineffective. The Canadian Radio- 
Telecom m unications Com m ission has decided  
to delay the deadline for b roadcasters to 
en cod e television signals to activate the V-chip  
until Septem ber 1997. The original deadline 
was O ctob er 1996. In the m eantim e, Canadian  
broadcasters will undertake m ore extensive  
trials.

In Australia the D epartm ent of  
Com m unications and the Arts has con ven ed  a 
group com prising broadcasters, regulators and  
consum er receiver m anufacturers to assist it in 
providing advice to the Minister about how  
and w hen parental control system s might be 
effectively introduced in Australia.

w  FCC a d o p ts  d ig ita l 
te le vis io n  s ta n d a rd  f o r  th e  U S

UNITED STATES: The Federal Com m unications 
Com m ission (FCC), on 26 D ecem b er 1996, 
adopted a standard for digital television in the 
US. The standard is a m odification of the

industry d evelop ed  standard p rop osed  for 
adoption  earlier in 1996.

W ithin the spectrum  space occu p ied  by a 
standard television channel today, the standard  
allow s for transm ission of on e or tw o high  
definition television program s; or four, five or 
m ore standard definition television program s; 
or m any CD quality audio signals; or large 
am ounts of data.

The FCC decided  not to incorporate  
requirem ents for scanning form ats, aspect 
ratios and lines of resolution within its 
standard, leaving these aspects for industry 
consensus. This allows sco p e for further 
developm ents in this area. M embers of the film 
and com puting industries had argued that a 
standard w as not n eeded  and w ould constrain  
further developm ent.

Under earlier decisions of the FCC, existing 
terrestrial television broadcasters will be granted 
initial eligibility to shift from the existing analog 
broadcast technology to the m ore efficient digital 
technology, and will be allowed flexibility in 
responding to market demand by transmitting a 
mix of high definition and standard definition 
television and perhaps other services. In 
announcing this decision FCC Chairman, Reed E. 
Hundt, said, ‘the flexibility that the digital 
broadcasting standard will allow ... makes it 
unavoidable that television broadcasting in the
21st century will be vastly different from __
television broadcasting of the 20th.’

L J  T e m p o ra ry  tra n s m is s io n  o f p ro g ra m s  b y  a s p ira n t 
c o m m u n ity  b ro a d ca ste rs

For the period 5 N ovem ber to 23 D ecem b er 1996, in order of area served.

Applicant Area Freq(MHz) Period Date signed

A u stra lia n  C a p ita l T e rrito ry

Ethnic Broadcasters Council Canberra 103.1 M Hz 20/12/96- 31/12/96 4/12/96

Canberra Christian Radio Canberra 107.1 MHz 12/12/96- 24/12/96 6/12/96
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Muslim Com m unity Radio Inc. Bankstown 94.5 M Hz 23/12/96 - 10/1/97 18/12/96

2 State Com m unity Radio Inc. Barham 104.5 Mhz 17/11/96 15/11/96

Bega Access Radio Inc. Bega 93.7 M Hz 3/1/97 - 8/2/97 4/12/96

Blacktown C ity Com m unity Radio Assoc. Australias' W onderland 100.3 Mhz 30/11/96- 22/12/96 5/11/96

M acarthur Com m unity Radio Cam pbelltow n 100.5 M hz 7/12/96-15/12/96 21/11/96

Macarthur Com m unity Radio Cam pbelltow n 100.5 MHz 4/1/97-12/1/97 6/12/96

Cessnock Com m unity Broadcasters Inc. Cessnock 104.5 M hz 25/11/96 -8/12/96 18/11/96

Coffs Harbour Christian Broadcasters C offs Harbour 106.9 MHz 3/1/97 - 29/3/97 4/12/96

Dubbo Christian Broadcasters Trading Dubbo 94.3 M hz 27/11/96- 24/12/96 5/11/96

Radio Five 0  Plus Association Inc. Gosford 95.3 MHz 4/1/97 - 30/3/97 6/12/96

Kandos Rylstone Com m unity Radio Inc. Kandos 95.5 MHz 7 /12/96-31/12/96 25/11/96

W yong Gosford Progressive Com m unity Kariong 93.3 M Hz 3/1/97 - 29/3/97 6/12/96

Maitland Com m unity Broadcasters Assoc. M aitland 104.5 MHz 21/12/96- 29/12/96 2/12/96

Mt Helen FM & TV Upper Hunter & Liverpool Murrurundi 95 9 M Hz 4/1/97 - 30/3/97 6/12/96

F e b r u a r y  1997 13




