he ABA is proposing to

make at least 21 new

radio services available

for allocation in North Queens-
land and Far North Queens-
land. The regions include the
radio markets of Cairns,
Atherton, Innisfail, Townsville,
Mackay and Charters Towers.
In draft licence area plans
for radio services, the ABA
proposes to make licences
available for four new com-
mercial radio services, five
new community radio serv-
ices and 12 new open
narrowcasting radio services.

While the ABA's proposals
would increase the availabil-
ity of radio services through-
out the regions, there is limited
spectrum available. This is
particularly the case in the
Townsville area where the
operation of the ABC televi-
sion service on channel 3 fur-
ther restricts the availability of
FM radio channel.

Commercial radio

The ABA is proposing to make
three new commercial radio
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The ABA is proposing to make at least 10 new radio licences available in North
Queensiand and Far North Queensiand in new draft licence area plans.

licences available for alloca-
tion, one each in Townsville,
Mackay and Cairns. This fol-
lows interest by potential serv-
ice providers. If these
proposals are taken up,
Townsville, Mackay and
Cairns would each have three
commercial radio services. The
ABA is also inviting submis-
sions from potential service
providers in relation to a pos-
sible fourth commercial radio
licence in each of Townsville,
Mackay and Cairns.

The ABA granted a second

‘commercial radio licence to

the operator of 4GC Charters
Towers on 7 May 1996. This
service has vet to commence
broadcasting.

The ABA is also proposing
to decrease the licence area of
the existing commercial radio
service in Atherton, 4AM. This
will make the licensee eligi-
ble to apply for a second
commercial radio licence un-
der section. 39 of the Broad-
casting Services Act.

Community radio

The ABA has proposed to make
one new community radio li-
cence available in each of

Cairns, Atherton, Townsville,
Mackay and Bowen. Once
these licences are issued, resi-
dents of Cairns, Townsville and
Mackay will have access to
two community radio services
each.

There is interest in provid-
ing two additional commu-
nity radio services in the
Cairns market. However,
given available technical ca-
pacity in the Cairns market,
the ABA considers it is feasi-
ble to plan only one addi-
tional service for the market.

The ABA is proposing an
increase in transmitting power
for the existing community
radio services in Townsville,
4TTT and 4KIG. The proposal
follows submissions from the
licensees. A change to a better
transmitting site for the exist-
ing community radio service
4CRM at Mackay is also pro-
posed following a submission
from the licensee.

Open narrowcasting
radio

The draft licence area plans
also contain proposals for one
AM narrowcasting service in
each of Innisfail and Tully,

one new FM open
narrowcasting service in each
of Cairns and Mossman, and
two new FM  open
narrowcasting services in
Atherton. As well as one high
and one low power open
narrowcasting services at each
of Townsville and Mackay,
and one medium power open
narrowcasting service at each
of Ayr and Ingham.

Parties expressing ongoing
interest in providing new com-
mercial radio services in
Cairns, other than existing
broadcasters, are:

* Mr Ludo Maes
* RG Capital

* SAT FM

® Traveller Radio

Parties expressing interest in
providing new commercial ra-
dio services or open
narrowcasting radio services
in the Townsville market are:
* Australia Announce Archive;
® Coastal Broadcasters Pty Ltd,;
Lower Burdekin Development
Council Ing;

* Lynton Properties Pty Ltd;

* R G Capital Radio;

* SAT FM Pty Ltd,;

¢ Suthers & Taylor Lawyers on
behalf of a group of interested
parties; and



* TAB Queensland.
Parties expressing interestin
providing new commercial

radio services or open
narrowcasting radio services
in the Mackay market are:
¢ Australia Announce Archive
* Link Communications
* R G Capital Radio
* SAT FM Pty Ltd; and
¢ TAB Queensland.
Other parties may emerge at
the licence allocation stage.
The ABA did not receive
expressions of interest from
any party wishing to provide
additional radio services in
the Charters Towers area.

Public comment

The public is now invited to
comment on the suggestions
made in the draft radio licance
area plans. Mr Webb said it is
important to understand the
ABA’s role.

‘The ABA’s job is to identify
vacant radio channels and

decide the number and type
of new licences to be made
available. Then it’s for busi-
ness and the community to
take up these opportunities.’

‘We cannot fund or make
others fund extra services. We
cannot demand improved re-
ception of existing services,’
he said.

It is also important to note
that making any of these serv-
ices available is dependent on
further information being pro-
vided to the ABA. The infor-
mation we are seeking is
detailed in the discussion pa-
per and a recently published
booklet, The ABA's General
Approach to Planning.’

Consultation

The release of the draft plans
follows wide public consul-
tation by the ABA which held
meetings in the region in May
1995. Submissions were re-
ceived from 21 parties about
radio services in the region.
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The ABA recognises that the
information currently avail-
able to it may be dated, and is
seeking extra information
from interested parties relat-
ing to the specific markets
being planned. While the ABA
can contact parties who have
previously expressed an in-
terest, it is also interested in
hearing from any other par-
ties who have not been in-
volved in the planning
process to date.

Allocation of licences

Commercial licences and
transmitter licences for open
narrowcasting services will
be allocated under a price-
based allocation scheme.
Community licences will be
allocated by means of a merit-
based system. The ABA will
generally begin the alloca-
tion process after a final LAP
for each area has been deter-
mined.

" The ABA’s draft plans

-.-a¥e available in local -
- libraries in Townsville,
; Bowen, Mackay,
- Charters Towers,

* Innisfail, Copies are
* also available from the ©
“ABA by telephoning

- freecall 1800810241

© Written submissions”
- should be addressed to::
° Planning Officer for
" Townsville, Mackay and -
. Charters Towers . -

29 August 1997.

and discussion paper

Cairns, Atherton and

or;

> Planning Off:cer for
- Cairns, Atherton and

Innisfail,
ABA, .
PO Box 34,

- Beiconnen, ACT 2616

Closing dates:
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