
W o r k p l a n  f o r  a l l o c a t i n g  c o m m u n i t y  b r o a d c a s t  l i c e n c e s

T
ie ABA has made 56 
new  com m unity 
broadcasting radio li­
cences available as a result of 
it planning process. Of these, 
17 are deferred for allocation 

after a specified date (see 
Table 3)- Of the remaining 39

licences, the ABA has allo­
cated eight and is currently 
considering an other seven 
(see Table 1). The ABA is yet 
to call for applications for a 
further 24 (see Table 2). 
Group 1 licence areas were 
identified by the ABA as the

Table 1: Licences which have been advertised

State Area No. of licences Closing date for applications
Vic M ild u ra *  1 a llocated 11 S ep tem ber 199 6

Qld M t Isa 2 closed

Torres S trait 1 allocated 28  A ugust 1997

SA C eduna 1 allocated 20  February 1997

Kangaroo Island 1 allocated 23 June 1997

W A A lbany 1 closed

Broom e 1 allocated 8 A ugust 1997

D erby 1 closed

Fitzroy Crossing 1 allocated 15 M ay  19 9 7

Halls C reek 1 allocated 26  A ugust 1997

M eeka th arra  1 closed

York 1 allocated 14 M ay  1997

NT D arw in 2 ABA assessing fu rth e r subm is­

sions from  th e  th ree  applicants

Total 15

* Note that there is a second licence available in Mildura (see Table 2) which 
will be re-advertised An earlier allocation exercise lapsed with the withdrawal 
of the only applicant

Ta b le  2: Licences fo r w hich applications 
are yet to be called

State Area No. of licences
N SW B athurst 1

Barham 1

C obar 1

D ubbo 1

Kandos 1

Lord H o w e  Is 1

O range 2

Vic Ballarat 1

Bendigo 2

Echuca 1

K yneton 1

M ild ura 1

Qld C unnam ulla 1

W A Esperance 1

G erald ton 2

Kalgoorlie 1

M erred in  (Bruce Rock) 1

N o rth am p to n 1

NT K atherine 1

Territories Christm as Island 1

Cocos Island 1

Total 24

highest priority areas in the 
ABA’s Australia-wide planning 
of spectrum. The ABA com­
pleted group 1 licence area 
plans (LAPs) in Febniary 1997, 
and determined the first of the 
Group 2 LAPs in May 1997.

The ABA has considered 
the preparedness of known 
aspirant groups in the 
remaining group 1 licence 
areas, and proposes to 
com m en ce a llo ca tio n  
exercises in some of the 
group 2 areas ahead of a 
number of the remaining 
group 1 licence areas. The 
ABA plans to commence 
allocations of single licences 
for Bathurst and Kandos and 
two licences for Orange by 
the end of September.

‘The ABA will progressively 
schedule available licences 
for allocation in light of fac­
tors such as the original li­
cence area planning priori­
ties, whether an area is al­
ready served by a commu­
nity radio service, the range 
of existing radio services in 
the area and whether known 
aspirant broadcasting groups 
are well placed to pursue 
licence allocation at that time. 
The ABA maintains a flexible 

approach to the scheduling 
of licence allocation exer­
cises, aiming to minimise the 
time taken for each exercise 
and to maximise the number 
of allocation exercises it can 
conduct at the same time.

Ta b le  3: Licences planned but not yet 
available fo r allocation

State Area No. of licences Licence available

NSW Bourke 1 8 January 1998

Lightning Ridge 1 8 January 1998

L ithgow  1 18 June 1999

M u d g e e  1 16 July 1999

Vic Swan Hill 1 9 July 1998

SA Riverland 1 22 A ugust 1998

W A Bunbury 1 27  N o vem ber 1998

B ridgetow n 1 27 N o vem ber 1998

Collie 1 27 N ovem ber 1998

Kalgoorlie 1 16 O cto ber 1997

K atannm g 1 23 O cto ber 1998

M an durah  1 7 A ugust 1998

M arg are t River 1 27  N ovem ber 1998

N arrogin 1 2 3 0 c to b e r  1998

N ortham  1 11 S ep tem ber 1998

W ag in  1 23  O cto ber 1998

NT Booroloola 1 14 O cto ber 1997

Total 17

Allocation has been deferred in these areas in order to allow time for 
community broadcasting groups to organise and build necessary support and 
skills before an allocation exercise commences. Note that the dates given are 
not a timetable for when the licences will be allocated but rather the dates 
after which the ABA will consider offering the licences.

The ABA welcomes comments on the order and timing 
of the allocation of available licences. Write to: 
Australian Broadcasting Authority, The Manager 
Allocations and Renewals Section 
PO Box Q500
Queen Victoria Building NSW 1230
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