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Australia faces threats to successful 
production in children’s television and 
they are twofold. The first is the huge 
budget cuts to the ABC, the Govern
ment funded broadcaster, which has for 
so many years provided so well to many 
Australian children. The second is the 
increasing influx of the, mostly U.S.- 
produced, toy-based programs.

If Australia did not have its quota 
system for children and preschool chil
dren firmly in place, I believe that we 
would have little else provided for 
children, than the toy-based cartoons 
and programs. Outside the quota pro
gram area, that is a reality now. It seems

it has become ‘impossible’ to provide 
programming for children, without try
ing to sell them something at the same 
time.

There are many of us here who be
lieve passionately in the need to pro
vide quality programs for children of 
the twenty-first century. Children of the 
twenty-first century will need to be 
courageous, competent and resilient, 
and to have confidence in themselves 
to overcome many pressures and diffi
culties. They need to know that they 
don’t have to buy something to be 
somebody. Their television program
ming can have these attributes.

Such programming is not an optional 
extra, but an important contributor to 
their healthy development. The chal
lenge to achieve this is enormous. The 
obstacles are formidable. I don’t recom
mend working for this provision as a 
pastime for the faint-hearted. It requires 
ongoing pressure, persistence, courage 
and considerable care for children.

Gains can be made, as have been 
demonstrated in Australia, provided that 
there is a will, at Government level, to 
get behind such efforts. I wish you well 
in your efforts here, to provide well for 
your children, in ways that are appro
priate to you. 3

As part of the ABA's commitment to providing children with quality programs made 
specifically for them, the ABA's Kidz TV last year classified more than 950 hours of high 
quality children's programs for broadcast on the commercial television stations.

Children's television 
standards

T
ie types of programs classified 
by the ABA include: preschool, 
quiz, m agazine and drama 
programs in a variety of live action, 
animated and puppetry formats. These 
programs feature the distinctive C 

(children’s), P (preschool) or CAD (C 
Australian drama) classification. They are 
specifically made for a child (not a 
general G) audience, and have to be 
entertaining, well produced and likely 
to enhance a child’s experience.

Indicative of the quality of our chil
dren’s programming are the critically 
acclaimed and award winning C Aus
tralian drama programs produced and 
broadcast within Australia and interna
tionally. These include ‘Ocean Girl’ and 
‘Mirror Mirror’ shown on the Ten net
work, ‘Spellbinder’ and ‘Ship to Shore’ 
shown on the Nine network and ‘The 
Adventures of the Bush Patrol’ shown 
on the Seven network.

For example, at the 1996 AFI awards 
Peta Jared from ‘Mirror Mirror’ won the 
Holding Redlich Young Actors Award 
and ‘Spellbinder’ won ‘Best children’s 
Television Drama’ in the television 
awards category.

The emerging pay TV industry has 
also shown interest in these CAD pro
ductions, ‘Ocean Girl’ and ‘Mirror Mir

ror’ are on Disney channel and ‘Ship to 
Shore’ is on Nickelodeon.

Preschool programs currently on-air 
include the award winning ‘The Book 
Place’ (Seven network), which, with the 
help of the character Bookworm, opens 
up the world of books with a focus on 
Australian literature. The most recent 
addition to preschool programs is ‘The 
Music Shop’ (Ten network), which ex
plores the world of sound and music. 
And, of course, there is the long run
ning ‘Here’s Humphrey’ (Nine network).

As required by the Australian content 
standard these preschool programs are 
all Australian made.

C classified programs currently on-air 
also show the range and variety of 
programs that may fall within this clas
sification. They include the live action 
gameshow ‘A*mazing’ (Seven network), 
currently in its seventh series; the 
magazine program, ‘Totally Wild’ (Ten 
network) which was a finalist in the 
International Children’s Forum at the

Prix Jeunesse in Munich in 1996; and 
‘Goodsports’ (Nine network), also a 
magazine program with a strong em
phasis on sports and fitness.

The C and P classifications are quite 
different to the G, PG, M and MA 
classifications which inform viewers of 
the program content by indicating the 
level of violence, sex and nudity and 
language etc. Further, the G, PG, M and 
MA programs are classified by the tel
evision stations, not the ABA.

The commercial stations are required 
to show minimum annual quotas 
(equivalent to seven and a half hours 
per week) of specially classified chil
dren’s programs. They are the only 
programs which are classified by the 
ABA before they are put to air.

In the March 1997 issue of ABA Update, 
Kidz TV will provide further information 
about how these programs are classified 
and the ABA’s wider role in the area of 
children’s television, including research 
and international initiatives. 3
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Title Type Origin Class. New/
renewal

Decision
date

Applicant

A*M AZIN G  (SERIES 6 & 7) -jgameshow Australia C new •25/7/1996 Southern Star Concept

A D VEN TURES OF THE BUSH PATROL 

(SERIES 2)

jdram a Australia CAD new 9/8/1996 Rosenbaum W hitbread Productions

A D VEN TURES OF THE BUSH PATROL 

(SERIES 3)

idrama Australia PRC new 4/7/1996 Rosenbaum W hitbread Productions

AD VEN TURES ON THE BALAN CED  PARTICLE 

FREEW AY

; drama

A
Australia •CA D

'4

new ‘ 25/6/1996 Rosenbaum W hitbread Productions

AN IM AL A R K in fo rm atio n Australia f PRC new *•30/4/1996 Co-Ventures Pty Ltd

BO BBY'S W O RLD  (SERIES 6) Idram a USA C renewal : 2/7/1996 Network TEN Brisbane

CH A LLEN G ER (gam eshow Australia ; C new ,25/6/1996 Nine Network Australia

FRIGHTM ARES/ESP TV (drama Australia (C A D new ; 7/8/1996; Total Film & Television Pty Ltd

FUDGE (drama USA i c new 21/5/1996 Network Ten Brisbane

FUDGE (SERIES 2) 'dram a USA ( c renewal : 3/7/1996 Network TEN Brisbane

G O O D SPO RTS (SERIES 4) im agazine Australia 'C new : 14/6/1996 • WIN Television Tasmania

GROW ING UP W ILD in fo UK | c  . / new ; 26/8/1996 , The Seven Network, Brisbane

HAN SEL & G R E T E L Idram a , Australia -C A D new '19/7/1996 • Burbank Anim ation Studios Pty Ltd

H ERCULES |drama Australia f C A D new 123/1/1996 Burbank Anim ation Studios Pty Ltd

HOT SC IEN CE fm agazine Australia : c new 7/6/1996' Banksia Productions

HOT SHOTS •Sgame show . Australia k new 19/4/1996 ( Sportsworld Network (Australia) Pty Ltd

H O TSH O T S  (SERIES 3) |magazine ‘ Australia ;C new (19/6/1996 . Sportsworld Network (Australia) Pty Ltd

JA C K  H AN N A'S A N IM A L ADVENTURES 

(SERIES 2)

jjdocumentary

i

1 USA : c new , 28/3/1996 ‘ Effie Holdings Pty Ltd

KABO O D LE II |drama Australia I p new (20/8/1996 Australian Children's Television Foundation

KIDSPEAK Jdocum entary/infq Australia I  PRC -■ new (18/7/1996 , WIN Television Tasmania

KID SPEAK GREEN CO RRID O RS |documentary/infot Australia ; c new 31/7/1996 . WIN Television Tasmania

LIFT OFF idram a Australia l C A D new ; 30/1/1996 Australian Children's Television Foundation

LIFT OFF 'dram a

pre-scho o l

Australia ?P new ‘ 30/1/1996 Australian Children's Television Foundation

M USIC SH O P • Australia ;;p new ( 6/5/1996 Banksia Productions Pty Ltd

O CEAN  G IRL 4 Idram a - Australia ! PRC (i new $0/12/1996 : Jonathan M Shift Productions Pty Ltd

RAIN BO W 'S END dram a Australia ••CAD new (30/7/1996 Phillip Emanuel Productions Ltd

SHIP TO SH ORE (SERIES 3) Idram a ; Australia (C A D new ( 4/9/1996 Barron Entertainment Ltd

SLAM  JAM Igam e sho w Australia | PRC new j  20/6/1996 ' La Castra Enterprises Pty Ltd

TA B A LU G A |drama Australia jC A D new 114/6/1996 Yoram Gross Film Studio Pty limited

TA B A LU G A p ram a ; Australia | P R C , new ((30/4/1996 ( Yoram Gross Films Studios Pty Ltd

TERROR TO W ERS igam e show Australia (C new 24/9/1996 Becker Group Ltd

THE AD VEN TURES OF THE BUSH PATROL d ra m a Australia K A D new (2 3/2/1996 . Rosenbaum W hitbread Film and TV Productions

THE AD VEN TURES OF THE BUSH PATROL Idrama Australia j  PRC 

iC A D

new 29/3/1996 ; Rosenbaum W hitbread Film and TV Productions

THE AD VEN TURES OF THE BUSH PATROL 

(SERIES 3)

d ram a

5

Australia new i  8/10/1996 Rosenbaum W hitbread Film and TV Productions

THE BERENSTAIN BEARS idrama USA {C renewal |Q/11/1996 ; Southern Star Sales

THE BONDI PUPPET SH O W Variety/ in fo : Australia j  PRC new t m  1/1996 ’ Bondi Puppet Theatre

THE LITTLE M ERM AID Idram a USA C new 23/2/1996 The Seven Network

THE LONG RO AD HOM E |iram a USA i c new 18/10/1996 Southern Television Corporation Pty Ltd

THE M AG IC SC H O O L BUS (drama USA | C new :j 15/8/1996 ( Network TEN Brisbane

THE M AG IC SC H O O L BUS (drama USA S c renewal ■ |0/11/1996 ; Southern Television Corporation Pty Ltd

THE M A G IC A L M AKEO VER Jdrama USA | c  - new 16/10/1996 - Southern Television Corporation Pty Ltd

THE SILVER BRUM BY d ram a Australia ‘-C A D - new , 11/3/1996 ; Media W orld Features Pty Ltd

TIME M ASTERS g a m e sh o w  

$ a m e  show

Australia | c  ; new 31/5/1996 , Southern Star Productions

TO TALLY W ILD (SERIES 6) 1 Australia | c new 17/12/1996 Network Ten (Brisbane)

W HERE YO U  FIND THE LADYBIRD pre-scho o l ( Australia p : new ;29/4/1996 ^ Network TEN

W IND IN THE W ILLO W S |iram a UK | C  ; new i l / 1 0/1996 Nine Network Australia

W ISHBONE fjra m a ;  USA i c new 31/7/1996 Southern Star Concept

W ISHBONE |iram a • USA i c  1  
r  * 
;-p r c

new :;31/7/1996( Southern Star Sales

W O RST BEST FRIENDS p j j m t  , ,  _ Australia new Artist Services Pty Ltd 3
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