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C o m m e rcia l R adio Coffs H a rb o u r an d  

W estlaw n  In v estm en t C o m p a n y  n o w  h av e  

12 m o n th s to  g et th e  n e w  se rv ice s  u p  and  

running.

T h e  n e w  lice n c e s  fo llo w  a c h a n g e  to  the  

Broadcasting Services Act 1 9 9 2  w h ich  allow s  

fo r early  licen sin g  o f  ad ditional co m m e rcia l  

rad io  lice n c e s  in single se rv ice  m ark ets . A total 

o f  5 4  sin g le  se rv ice  m ark ets  b e c a m e  eligible for  

an  ad d itio n al co m m e rcia l rad io  lice n c e  u n d er  

th e  n e w  licen sin g  arra n g e m e n ts. A n e w  lice n ce  

fo r th e  M ildura m ark et w as  a llo ca te d  u n d e r the  

p rev io u s  s ch e m e .

‘T h e  A BA  h as n o w  a llo ca te d  4 9  n e w  rad io  

lice n ce s  to  existin g  o p e ra to rs  in single serv ice  

m ark ets  an d  will b e  a llo catin g  n ew  lice n ce s  in 

th e  rem ain in g  m ark ets  o v e r  th e co m in g  

m o n th s ,’ said  Mr W eb b .

T h e  A B A  h as a lre a d y  g ra n te d  s e c o n d  

lic e n c e s  to  co m m e rc ia l ra d io  b ro a d c a s te rs  in 

A rm id ale , B a th u rst, B e g a , C o o m a , D u b b o , 
G riffith , G o u lb u rn , G u n n e d a h , In verell, 

L ith g ow , M u d g ee , O ra n g e , P a rk e s , T a re e , 

Y o u n g  (N S W ); B allara t, C o la c , H o rsh a m , 

M ildura, S w an  Hill, W a n g a ra tta  (V ic); 
C h arlev ille , C h arters  T o w e rs , E m erald ,

G y m p ie , Innisfail, L o n g re a c h , N am b o u r, R om a  

(Q ld ) ; Mt G a m b ie r, R en m ark  (SA ); A lban y, 

B rid g e to w n , B u n b u ry , C a rn a rv o n , E s p e ra n c e ,  
K a lg o o rlie , K atan n in g , K a rra th a , M an d u rah , 

M erred in , N arro g in , N o rth am , P o rt H ed lan d  

(W A ); D e v o n p o rt, Q u e e n s to w n  (T a s ) an d  

D arw in  (N T ).

A B A  te sts  o f B u n b u ry  F M  
chann el a re  successful

B U N B U R Y : T est tran sm ission s b y  th e A BA  

from  Mt L en n ard  h a v e  resu lted  in an  all c le a r

for o p e ra tio n  o f  a n e w  co m m e rc ia l FM se rv ice  

in th e B u n b u ry  reg io n , o n  9 5 .7  MHz.

‘T h e tests w e re  very  su ccessfu l an d  sh o w e d  a 

n ew  c o m m e rcia l FM rad io  se rv ice  co u ld  

o p e ra te  from  Mt L en n ard  w ith o u t cau sin g  

in terferen ce  to  te levision  re c e p tio n ,’ said  Mr 

P e te r W eb b , A BA  C h airm an.

T h e  A BA  test tran sm issio n s , w h ich  ran  from  

2 2  - 3 0  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 6 , w e re  to  c h e c k  

w h e th e r  u se  o f  th e  FM c h a n n e l 9 5 .7  M H z  

w o u ld  c a u s e  an y  in te rfe re n c e  to  re c e p tio n  o f  

th e G o ld e n  W e st N etw o rk  c o m m e rc ia l  

te lev isio n  s e rv ic e  o n  c h a n n e l 3 , o r  A BC  

te lev isio n  o n  c h a n n e l 5. B o th  th e se  te le v is io n  

se rv ic e s  o p e ra te  o n  c h a n n e ls  w h ich  o v e rla p  

th e FM ra d io  b an d .

T h e su c ce s s  o f  th e  tests m ean s th ere  is n o  

im p ed im en t to  R adio W e s t’s n e w  co m m e rcia l  

FM rad io  se rv ice  for B u n b u ry . T h e  se rv ice  will 

o p e ra te  o n  9 5 .7  M Hz using vertica l p o larisatio n  

and is e x p e c te d  to  c o m m e n c e  o p e ra tio n  b efo re  

N o v e m b e r this year.

A B A  allocates n e w  
co m m e rcia l te le vis io n  licence 
fo r  D a rw in
DARW IN: T h e  ABA has a llo ca te d  a n ew  

co m m e rcia l te levision  b ro a d ca stin g  lice n c e  for 

th e D arw in  are a  to  T e le ca ste rs  A ustralia  

Lim ited.
T e le ca ste rs  A ustralia bid $ 2 .1  m illion fo r the  

lice n ce  at an  au ctio n  h eld  by th e  A BA  o n  

2 9  O c to b e r 19 9 6 .
‘T h e a llo ca tio n  o f  a n e w  co m m e rcia l  

te levision  lice n ce  in D arw in  re p re se n ts  th e  

su ccessfu l cu lm in atio n  o f  th e  A B A ’s p lan n in g  

p ro c e s s  in th e  D arw in  a r e a ,’ said  Mr P e te r  

W eb b , ABA C h airm an. ‘T h e p e o p le  o f  D arw in  

ca n  lo o k  fo rw ard  to  th e in tro d u ctio n  o f  this 

n e w  s e rv ic e .’

T h e  D arw in  lic e n c e  is th e  s e c o n d  

c o m m e rc ia l te le v isio n  b ro a d c a stin g  lic e n c e  to  

b e a llo c a te d  this m o n th  u n d e r th e  A B A ’s 

p ric e -b a s e d  a llo c a tio n  sy stem . T h e  first 

l ic e n c e  w a s  a llo c a te d  to  P rim e T e le v is io n  

(V icto ria ) P ty Ltd for th e  M ild u ra /S u n ray sia  

a re a . T h e se  l ice n c e s  a re  th e  first n e w  

c o m m e rc ia l te le v is io n  lice n c e s  to  b e  o ffe re d  

to  n e w  p la y e rs  s in ce  a th ird  lic e n c e  fo r P erth  

w as g ra n te d  in 1 9 8 6 .

T e le c a s te rs  A u stralia  Lim ited  m u st 

c o m m e n c e  a s e rv ic e  in D arw in  w ithin  o n e  

y e a r  o f  b e in g  a llo c a te d  th e  l ic e n c e  ( o r  s e e k  

th e  A B A ’s p e rm is sio n  fo r an  e x te n s io n  o f  this  

p e rio d ).
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