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W o r k  p l a n  f o r  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  c o m m u n i t y  

b r o a d c a s t i n g  l i c e n c e s

T ie ABA has so far m ade 41 new  
com m unity broadcasting licences 
available as a result of its planning 

process.
The ABA published a proposed  w ork  

plan for the allocation of new  com m u 
nity broadcasting licences in the N o
vem ber edition of A B A  Update. The 
ABA also called for com m ent on the 
developm ent of a policy on the order 
and timing of licence allocations, and  
p rop osed  that the criteria to be consid
ered in deciding w h ere and w hen to 
call for applications should include:
• the principles em bodied in the ABA 
planning priorities established in 1993; 
• w h e th e r  an  a re a  a lre a d y  h as a 
com m unity radio service;
• the existing radio services available 
in the area; and
• w hether know n aspirant broadcasting  
g ro u p s  a re  w ell p la ce d  to  p u rsu e  
lice n ce  a llo ca tio n  at that tim e (fo r

exam ple, w hether applicants have the 
n ecessary establishm ent funds and are  
likely to be in a position to com m ence  
a new  service within a year).

The ABA received com m ent from  the 
Community Broadcasting Association  
of Australia; the National Indigenous 
Broadcasting A ssociation of Australia; 
the National Ethnic and Multicultural 
B roadcasters’ Council; the Public Sector 
M anagem ent Office of the W estern  Aus
tralian Ministry of the Prem ier and Cabi
net, 6SON Christian B roadcasters and  
Radio for the Print H andicapped.

As com m ents supported the criteria 
the ABA proposed , the ABA has d e
cided to start the allocation of a further 
five licences: tw o in Mt Isa (Q ld), one in 
K angaroo Island (SA) and one each  on  
Y ork and M eekatharra (W A ) (see  Table 
1 below ). The order and timing of  
allocation for licences show n in Table 2 
is yet to be determ ined. Having consid

ered the criteria set out above, along  
with the preparedness of know n aspir
ant groups, the ABA is not satisfied at 
this time that com m encem en t of alloca
tion exercises in these areas w ould be 
productive.

The ABA intends to m aintain an open  
and flexible ap p roach  to its licence  
allocation  w ork plan to m axim ise the 
likelihood of successful allocation  e x 
ercises and thus allow  as m any new  
services to go  to air as quickly as 
possible. The ABA w elcom es co m 
m ent on  the ord er and timing of the 
allocation  of available licen ces as the 
w ork plan at any time, as it is under 
continual review .

The ABA will settle the w ork plan for 
publication at least on a quarterly basis 
in the first w eek  of February, May, 
August and N ovem ber. Com m ents re
ceived before those dates will be able to [>  
be considered  in that quarter.

T a b le  1: Licences w h ic h  h a ve  b e e n  a d v e rtis e d :

Area No. o f licences Closing date fo r applications

M ild u ra * 1 a lloca ted  11 Sep tem ber 1996
Da rw in 2 closed
Ceduna 1 closed
B room e 1 closed
Derby 1 closed
Fitzroy Crossing 1 closed
Halls Creek 1 closed
Torres S tra it 1 closed
M t Isa 2 closed
York 1 closed
Kanga roo  Island 1 17 M arch 1997
M eeka tha rra  1 21 M arch 1997

Total 14

*N o te  th a t the re  is a second licence availab le in M ildu ra  (see Table Two) w h ich  
w ill be re-advertised. An earlie r a llo ca tion  exercise lapsed w ith  the  w ith d raw a l 
o f the  on ly  app lican t

T a b le  2: Licences fo r  w h ic h  th e  A B A  has n o t  y e t  called 

f o r  app lica tio n s:

State Area No. o f licences

NSW Lord Howe Is 1
VIC M ildu ra 1
W A A lbany 1
W A Kalgoorlie 1
W A Esperance 1
W A G era ld ton 2
W A M erred in  (Bruce Rock) 1
W A N o rtham p ton 1

Territo ries Christm as Island  
Cocos Island

1
1

NT Katherine 1

Total 12

The ABA invites com m en t on the  o rde r and t im in g  fo r  the  a llo ca tion  o f these  
licences.
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T a b le  3: Licences p la n n e d  b u t  n o t  y e t  a v a ila b le  fo r  

a llo c a tio n :

Area No. o f licences Licence available after

C unnam u lla l 27 A ugus t 1997
K a tann ing 1 10 O c tobe r 1997
B ooro loo la 1 14 O c tobe r 1997
Ka lgoo rlie 1 16 O c tobe r 1997
Bourke 1 8 January 1998
L igh tn ing  Ridge 1 8 January 1998
M andu rah 1 19 July 1998
Riverland 1 22 A ugus t 1998
N o rtham 1 27 A ugus t 1998
Narog in 1 10 O c tobe r 1998
W ag in 1 10 O c tobe r 1998
B unbu ry 1 27 Novem ber 1998
M a rg a re t River 1 27 Novem ber 1998
Co llie 1 27 Novem ber 1998
B rid ge tow n 1 27 Novem ber 1998

Total 15

Allocation has been  deferred in the areas listed in Table 
three in order to allow time for com m unity broadcasting  
groups to organise and build necessary support and skills 
before an allocation exercise  com m ences. N ote that the dates 
given are not a tim etable for w hen the licences will be  
allocated but rather the dates after w hich the ABA will 
consider offering the licences.

The ABA will update and publish its com m unity allocation  
w ork plan in A B A  Update  each  quarter. 3

C o m m e n ts on th e  o rd e r and t im in g  o f th e  a llocation 
o f available  licences m a y  be su b m itte d  b y w r it in g  to : ;
T h e  M a n a g e r ;
A llo catio ns and R enew als Section 
A B A
PO Box Q 5 0 0  f
Q u e e n  V ictoria  B uild in g  N S W  1230

ly iU g y j l^ Q ^  Q f  r a d i o  Community radio licences by State and FM/AM

l i c e n c e s  i n FM AM Total

A u s t r a l i a ACT 1 2 3
NSW 42 2 44

These tables provide a snapshot Vic. 28 2 30
of commercial and community Qld 43@ 2 45
radio licences operating, as at SA 14® 2 16
27 February 1997. W A 20@ 4 24

TAS 5 1 7
NT 40@ 0 40
Australia 194 15 209

@ - includes fo rm e r BRACS (B roadcasting fo r  Remote A bo rig in a l C om m un ities ) licences, n ow  
ca tegorised  as com m un ity .

Commercial radio licences by State, capital/regional 
and FM/AM

Capital City@ 
FM AM

Regional *
FM AM s.39**

Total

NSW/ACT 6 1 18 29 17 AA 77
Vic. 4 5 5 A 12 6 AA 32
Qld 2 4 10# 21

<<00 45
SA 3 2 0 6 2 13
W A 3 2 4# 12 13 AA 34
TAS/NT 3 1 2# 7 2 AA 16
Australia 21 21 39 88 47 218

@ - Includes Canberra  and D arw in  
* - includes Ipsw ich
* *  - includes la test s.39 licences issued fo r  G ra fto n  and Co ffs  H a rbou r (2 7 /2 /97 )
A - Includes com m erc ia l rad io  licence a lloca ted  to  Lookridge  Pty Ltd to  serve M ildu ra  
AA - E ight licences a lloca ted  unde r s .39  have sta rted  service, 3M D A  M ildu ra , 3BBA Ballarat, 2BXS 
Bathurst, 2GZF O range, 3W W M  Horsham , 4SEE Nam bour, 6CST M andu rah  and 8EZY Da rw in  (all FM 
services).
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