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>5 A B A  lo o k s  a t T e n  sh a re  
tra n s a ctio n s

SYD N EY: The ABA m et with Mr Israel Asper, 
Chairm an and Chief Executive Officer of  
CanW est Global Com m unications C orporation  
on 16 D ecem b er 1996.

The ABA is exam ining recen t share  
transactions relating to The Ten G roup Limited 
(T en ), to ascertain  w hether there is a b reach  of  
the provisions in the B ro a d c a s tin g  Services A c t  
1 9 9 2  ( ‘the A ct’) on  foreign ow nership and  
control of com m ercial television licences. The 
A ct says a foreign person  must not b e in a 
position to exercise  control of a com m ercial 
television licence.

‘Mr Asper provided details of a p rop osed  float 
of shares in The Ten Group Limited, am ong  
other things,’ said Mr Peter W ebb, ABA  
Chairm an. ‘The ABA reiterated its support for 
an Australian public float of T en .’

‘Notw ithstanding tod ay’s discussions, the 
ABA will be exam ining a n um ber of w itnesses, 
including Mr Asper, under oath this w eek  as 
part of its ongoing investigation into w hether 
CanW est is in b reach  of the provisions o f the 
Broadcasting Services Act on  foreign  
ow nership and control of com m ercial 
television licen ces.’

‘Mr Asper indicated that he w ould fully 
coop erate  with the ABA’s further investigations 
in order that they might be brought to a 
conclusion  as soon  as p ossib le.’

Since 12 N ovem ber 1996, the ABA has 
formally sought and received  from  the parties 
involved docum ents relating to the 
transactions.

The transactions have had the effect of  
increasing Canadian com p an y C anW est’s 
‘econ om ic interest’ in Ten.

H ow ever, the ABA is investigating w hether or 
not the increase in C anW est’s ‘econ om ic  
interest’ has chan ged  its com p an y interests in 
Ten or has p laced  it in a position to exercise  
control of T en ’s licences.

The ABA’s investigation will involve  
exam ining a num ber of factual and legal 
issues. The ABA will m onitor any further 
transfers of shares in Ten.

N e w s  U p d a t e
broadcasters and channel providers, the film 
and television production  industry, 
Com m onw ealth film agencies, the D epartm ent 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the New Zealand  
High Commission, children’s television  
organisations, free-to-air broadcasters and  
other interested parties.

The public investigation file m ay be inspected  
at the ABA’s Sydney office and at Cinemedia in 
Victoria; Screen W est in W estern  Australia; Film  
Q ueensland; the South Australian Film  
Corporation; the Bureau o f Transport and  
Com m unications E conom ics in Canberra; and, 
the Ministry o f C om m erce in W ellington, New  
Zealand.

U  A B A  a llo ca te s n e w  
co m m e rcia l T V  b ro a d c a s tin g  
licence fo r  M ild u ra  to  P rim e
MILDURA: The ABA has allocated a new  
com m ercial television broadcasting licence for 
the M ildura/Sunraysia area to Prime Television  
(Victoria) Pty Ltd (Prim e Victoria).

Prime Victoria bid $3.2  million for the licence  
at an auction held by the ABA on 29 O ctober 
1996.

‘The allocation of a new  com m ercial 
television licence in the M ildura/Sunraysia area  
answ ers a long exp ressed  dem and from  
Mildura residents for a seco n d  com m ercial 
service in the a re a ,’ said ABA M ember Tim  
O ’Keefe.

‘The allocation of this licen ce represents the 
successful culm ination of the ABA’s planning  
process in the Mildura area, and the p eop le of  
Mildura can  look forw ard to the introduction of 
the new  service within 12 m onths.’

The Mildura licence is the first com m ercial 
television broadcasting licen ce to be allocated  
under the ABA’s p rice-b ased  allocation system , 
and the first new  com m ercial television licence  
to be offered to n ew  players since a licence for 
Perth w as granted in 1986.

Prime Victoria m ust com m en ce a service in 
Mildura within one year of being allocated the 
licence (o r seek the ABA’s perm ission for an  
extension  of this period).

/ In v e s tig a tio n  in to  
A u s tra lia n  co n te n t o n  p a y  T V

SYDNEY: The ABA is currently considering  
w ritten subm issions to its investigation into 
Australian content on pay TV. The ABA has 
received  39 submissions from  pay TV

> J  A B A  in v ite s  a p p lica tio n s  
fo r  t w o  n e w  c o m m u n ity  ra d io  
licences fo r  M t  Isa
SYDNEY: The ABA is calling for applications 
for tw o new  com m unity broadcasting radio  
licences for Mt Isa, Q ueensland and one in the  
Y ork  area of W estern  Australia.
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