e ABA has made FM
channels available for
new community and

open narrowcasting radio
services in Bathurst, Lithgow
andParkes, New South Wales.

The decisions are contained
in the ABA’s final licence
area plans for radio in
Bathurst, Lithgow and Parkes.

‘The ABA can now move to
allocate licences for the new
services it has decided to
make available. This marks
the beginning of a new stage
in radio planning for the more
populated areas of New South
Wales. The ABA will be an-
nouncing further new serv-
ices to be made available in
other areas of Central NSW
over the coming weeks,’ said
Peter Webb, ABA Chairman.

In Bathurst, FM channels
have been made available
for a new community radio
service and an open
narrowcasting radio service.
Two FM channels have been
reserved for new national
broadcasting services.

In Lithgow, FM channels
have been made available
for a new community radio
service and an open
narrowcasting service.

‘The licence for the com-
munity radio service in
Lithgow will not be available
for allocation for at least two
years. This will give existing
aspirant groups time to con-
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The ABA has finalised licence area plans making FM channels available for new
community and open narrowcasting radio services in Bathurst, Lithgow and Parkes.

solidate and new aspirant
groups the opportunity to
emerge,’ said Mr Webb.

Channels have been made
available for new open
narrowcasting services in
Parkes and Condobolinand a
new national radio service in
Condobolin.

The ABA has decided to
allow 2LVR, the existing com-
munity radio service in
Forbes/Parkes, to increase its
operating power and to ex-
tend its licence area to match
that of the commercial radio
services 2PK and 2ROK
Parkes. The ABA has also
provided an FM channel for
transmission of the 2LVR serv-
ice at Condobolin.

The decision to make the
community services available
follows interest expressed by
aspirant community radio
groups. Any new community
radio licences will be made
available by means of a merit-
based allocation process. The
ABA expects to call for appli-
cations for the Bathurst li-
cence from interested groups
in the next few months.

The decision to make the
open narrowcasting services
available follows interest ex-
pressed by aspirant open
narrowcasting operators. The
licences for these services will
be issued via an auction, ex-
pected to be held before the
end of the year.
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Commercial radio

No additional commercial
radio licences will be made
available in Bathurst, Lithgow
or Parkes.

The ABA allocated second
commercial radio licences to
the licensees of 2BS Bathurst,
2LT Lithgow and 2PK Parkes
in February and March 1996.
The new Bathurst service, on
FM 99.3 MHz, commenced in
December 1996. Neither the
second Lithgow service (2ICE
on 95.3 MHz) nor the second
service in Parkes (2ROK on
95.5 MHz) have yet com-
menced.

Community radio

Bathurst Christian Broadcast-
ers, 2MBS-FM and 2RPH (the
latter two both based in Syd-
ney) have expressed interest
in providing a community ra-
dio service in Bathurst.
Lithgow Community Broad-

casters, 2MBS-FM and 2RPH
have expressed interest in pro-
viding a community radio serv-
ice in Lithgow.

The ABA has decided to de-
lay allocation of the Lithgow
community radio licence for
at least two years. Any new
community radio licences will
be made available by means
of a merit-based allocation
process.

Open narrowcasting

Bathurst Broadcasters Pty Ltd
(the licensee of commercial
radio services 2BS and 2BXS
Bathurst), 2KY Sport and Talk
and Western Visitor Radio
(based in Dubbo) have all
expressed interest in provid-
ing open narrowcasting radio
services in Bathurst and
Lithgow.

2KY Sport and Talk and
Western Visitor Radio have
expressed interest in provid-

ing an open narrowcasting >



radio service in Parkes and
Condobolin.

All the licences made avail-
able for open narrowcasting
services will be allocated via a
price-based allocation system.

ABA planning process

The release of licence area
plans is stage three of the
planning process. The first
stage was completed in Sep-
tember 1993 with the release
of the ABA’s priorities for plan-

ning services across Australia.
The ABA determined five pri-
ority groups of planning zones,
with group one having the
highest priority. Stage two is
also complete with the publi-
cation of the frequency
allotment plan (FAP), setting
out the number of radio and
television channels in particu-
lar areas of Australia. With
priorities set and the FAP in
place, the ABA can now
complete this third and final
stage of the planning process.

Licence area plans for all
group one planning zones -
comprising remote Australia
and parts of regional Australia
- were completed in February
this year. The licence area
plan for group two planning
zone Perth television was also
completed in February this
year. The licence area plans
for group two planning zones
Central NSW and Central Vic-
toria/Central Murray are now
being finalised. The ABA ex-
pects to release a draft licence
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area plan for the remaining
group two planning zone,
Albury, Shepparton and
Wangaratta, in the second half
of 1997. )

The radio hcence area
. plans for Bathurst,”
" Lithgow and Parke
- are available for.
-, viewing at local pubhc
- libraries, or can be
< obtained from the

- ABA by cailing -
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