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Notes to the table

Simulcast period
The time a broadcaster has to transmit
simultaneously its television service in
both analog and digital mode.

For a commercial or national broz  aster
in a metropolitan or regional area, the
period is eight years or such longer
period as is prescribed by regulation.

For a commercial or national broz  aster
in a remote area, the period is to be
specified by the ABA under part B of the
relevant conversion scheme. The start
date for a national broadcaster will be
determined by the national broadcaster’s
implementation plan as approved by the
Minister.

Standards
The Television Broadcasting Services Act
1998 gives power to make regulations
determining standards:

(a) requiring broadcasters to meet
specified goals or targets in specified
high definition television (HDTV) formats;

(b) requiring broadcasters to meet
specified goals or targets for television
proarams which are captioned for t

‘ d hearing impaired;

() that relate to the transmission of
digital television services includi
conditional access systems; and

(d) in relation to the provision by any
person of digital datacasting services.

These powers can not be used until
Parliament fixes a date. The date cannot
be fixed until Parliament receives a report
of the 1 January 2000 review from the
Minister.

Implementation plans
Plans to be prepared by broadcasters and
submitted, in the case of commercial
broadcasters, to the ABA, and in the case
of national broadcasters, to the Minister;
which set out the proposed stages and
timetable for the installation and
operation of digital transmission
equipment.

Datacasting service
A service (other than a broadcasting
service) that delivers information to
persons having equipment appropriate to
receive that information where delivery
of the service uses the broadcasting
services bands.

Restrictions on use of digital channels
Broadcasters are prohibited from using
the digital spectrum for multi-casting or
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providing programs on a digital channel
that are ‘incidental and directly’ linked to
a program on the analog channel until
<iich time that regulations are made

»wing this to occur. Regulations can
not be made until a date to be fixed by
Parliament.

A digital channel can not be used to
provide commercial radio, subscription
radio, subscription television, open
narrowcasting radio or television services.

Consultation
In formulating or varying the schemes,
the ABA is required to consult with:

(a) the public;
(b) national broadcasters;
(c) commercial television licensees;

(d) the Australian Communications
Authority; and

(e) the owners and operators of broad-
casting transmission towers.

Terms of the 1 January 2000 review
(1) Fifty-nine reviews before 1 January
2000,

(a) Before 1 January 2000, the Minister
must cause to be conducted a review of
the following matters:

(b) whether any amendments of laws of
the Commonwealth shouid be made in

order to deal with convergence between
broadcasting services and other services;

(c) whether any amendments of laws of
the Commonwealth should be made to
deal with the  transmission, on
subscription television broadcasting
services, of commercial television
broadcasting services transmit  in
digital mode;

(d) whether any amendments of laws of
the Commonwealth should be made in
order to ensure that underserved
regional licence areas are provided with
up to the same number of commercial
television broadcasting services as are
provided in metropolitan licence areas;

(da) whether any amendments of laws of
the Commonwealth should be made in
order to allow a commercial television
broadcasting licensee to broadcast a
television program in digital mode during
the simulcast period for a licence area
where the program is incidental and
directly linked to a program that is
broadcast simultaneously by the licensee
in both analog mode and digital mode in
that area;

(db) whether any amendments of laws of
the Commonwealth should be made in
order to allow a nationai broadcaster to
broadcast a television program in digital
mode during the simulcast period for a

coverage area, where the program is
incidental and directly linked to a
program that is broadcast simultaneously
by the national broadcaster in both
analog mode and digital mode in that
area;

(dc) the extent to which any amendments
of laws of the Commonwealth are
required to be made in orderto: wa
national bro¢  aster, during the
simulcast period for a coverage area, to
use multi-channelf transmission capacity
to broadcast television programs in
digital mode in that area, where:

(i) the programs are in addition to
programs that are broadcast simultane-
ously by the national broadcaster in both
analog mode and digital mode in that
area; and

(ii) the broadcast of the programs is in
accordance with the charter of the
national broadcaster;

(dd) whether any amendments of laws of
the Commonwealth should be made to
deal with the scope of the services that
are categorised as datacasting services;

(de) whether any amendments of Part 4
of this Schedule should be made;

(e) the regulatory arrangements that
should apply to:

(i) the allocation of spectrum in the
broadcasting services bands for use for
ti - orovision of datacasting services; and

(i) the ¢ al transmission of a commu-
nity television service, free of charge
using spectrum in the bro.  asting
services bands allocated for use for the
provision of datacasting services.

(2) A review under subclause (1) of the
matter referred to in subparagraph
(1)(e)i) is to be conducted on the basis
that:

(a) holders of commercial television
broadcasting licences; and

(b) national broadcasters;

should not be eligible for the allocation
of spectrum as mentioned in that
subparagraph.

(3) The Minister must cause be prepared
a report of a review under subclause (1).

(4) The Minister must cause copies of a
report to be laid before each House of

the Parliament within 15 sitting days of
that House after the completion of the
preparation of the report.

(5) For the purposes of the clause, a
regional licence area is underserved if,
and only if, there are fewer than three
commercial television broadcasting
services in that area.
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