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T he ABA has allocated ABA may allocate to a person, 
three commercial radio on application in w riting , a 
broadcasting licences commercial rad io broadcast

which are restricted in their ing licence for a service which 
operation to using mea ns of does not use the broadcasting 
de livery which do not use the services bands. 
broadcasting services bands. Before allocating a section 

One licence covers the whole 40 licence, the ABA must des-
of Australia and has been allo- ignate a particular area in Aus- For 
cated to Hy-Grade Prope rties tralia as the licence area of the w hich do not use the broad
Pty Ltd. licence. This allows the con- casting services bands on the 

The other two licences are trol p rov isions of the Act to be o ther hand , there is no ques-
to se rve Ge ra ldto n a nd applied to the service . tion of either spectrum scar-
Kalgoorlie, Weste rn Australia city or use of a public resource . 
and have have been allocated What is the intention This is beca use non-broad-
to Pirate Broadcasters Pty Ltd . of section 40? casting servic s bands licences 

The ABA understands Pirate merely authorise the content 
Broadcaste rs proposes to pro- The Act sets out significantly of the service; they confer no 
vide its services on 1620 kHz different regulatory regimes rights to ca rry that service to 
in Geraldton and 1611 kHz in for commercial broadcasting viewers or listeners. 
Ka lgoorlie.These frequencies services that use th broad- Two key differences relate 
just outside the AM radio band casting services bands and to the planning and allocation 
and are administered by the those that do not. The inten- of licences for new services . 
Australian Communica tions tion of the Act in establishing Other important provisions of 
Authority. a lighter regulatory regime fo r the Act, such as the control 

The licence areas for the no n-broad casting services provisions, apply to all com
new services are the same as bands services is to foste r and mercial services , regardless of 
those applying to the existing encourage the introduction of w hether they a re broadcast
commercial radio services in a range of new services using ing services bands or non
Geraldton, 6GGG and 6BA y altern_ative technologies. broadcasting services bands 

and Kalgoorl ie , 6KG a nd The reason for the different based . 
6KAR. approaches is that a licence Part 3 of the Act sets out 

for a broadcasting service using detailed provisions for ABA to 

casting services bands licence , 
made ava ilable by the ABA a 
an outcome of the planning 
p rocess, may only be allo
cated using a price-based al
location system (determined 
by the ABA under section 36). 

In contrast to this, there are 
no requirements in the Act for 
planning broadcasting serv
ices which do not use the 
broadcasting services bands, 
and licensing for these serv
ices is an 'over the counter' 
procedure. As a result , the 
number of non-broadcasting 
services bands commercial 
b roadcasting licences is po
tentia lly unlimited , and hence 
they are likely to have a low 
intrinsic va lue. ~ Hy-Grade Properties and Pi

rate Broadcasters must com
mence their services w ithin 
12 months of being allocated 
the licences, or within a longer 
period as a pp roved by the 
ABA. 

the broadcasting services bands ---
also entitles the licensee to ra- Non-BSB commercial radio licences: 

can be allocated by the ABA on application under section 40 of 
diofrequency spectrum to pro-

Allocation 

the Broadcasting Services Act 1992. Applicants for a licence must 
vide the service. Licences using pay an application fee, currently $695. · 
the broadcasting services bands The broadcasting services bands are those parts of the 
therefore allow use of a scarce ra~iofrequency spectrum referred to the ABA for planning by the 
and valuable public resource .Minister for Communications, the Information Economy and the 
and because of this, broadcast- Arts. They are the parts of the spectrum on which normal AM and 
ing services bands licences are 

Under section 40 of the Broad- limited in supply and have con
casting Services Act 1992, the siderable intrinsic value. 

FM radio services and free-to-air television services are provided. 
The MF-AM band referred to the ABA for planning by the Minister 
is 526.5 to 1606.5 kHz inclusive. 

NOVEMBER 1998 5 


	page00101
	page00102
	page00103
	page00104
	page00105
	page00106
	page00107
	page00108
	page00109
	page00110
	page00111
	page00112
	page00113
	page00114
	page00115
	page00116
	page00117
	page00118
	page00119
	page00120
	page00121
	page00122
	page00123
	page00124

