
/

serve remote and regional Western Australia, 
on Wednesday 1 April 1998.

The licence area o f the service covers all of 
Western Australia, excluding Perth.

‘The ABA has received ten applications for 
the licence and is extremely pleased with the 
size and strength of the field,’ said Professor 
David Flint, ABA Chairman.

The auction will be held in Perth. Members of 
the public may attend the auction, but only 
registered applicants may bid for the licence.
As is the normal practice with auctions, only 
the name of the successful bidder will be made 
public.

Applications for the licence closed on 
Thursday 26 February 1998.

e w s  U p d a t e

Extension of 2TEIU into 
Stanthorpe

The ABA's consultation 
paper is available for 
viewing at the Stanthorpe, 
Toowoomba and Warwick 
libraries. The document can 
also be obtained from the 
ABA by telephoning 
Freecall 1800 810 241. 
Send written submissions 
to:
Planning Officer for Darling
Downs
ABA
PO Box 34
Belconnen, ACT 2616 
by 13 March 1998

The ABA has taken the preliminary view that it 
should allow the community radio service 
2TEN Tenterfield to extend its licence area to 
serve the town of Stanthorpe, Queensland.

The proposal to extend the community radio 
licence area follows consideration of a 
submission on community-of-interest ties 
between Tenterfield and Stanthorpe, provided 
by 2TEN Tenterfield.

The ABA’s proposal is contained in a 
consultation paper which is supplementary to 
the discussion paper and draft licence area 
plan for radio services in the Toowoomba/ 
Warwick area of the Darling Downs region, 
released by the ABA in November 1997.

The proposed 2TEN Stanthorpe transmitter is 
planned to operate on FM 98.7 MHz from a 
nominal site at Mt Marlay, with a maximum 
effective radiated power o f 100 W.

For more information:
call the ABA's Allocation 
and Renewal Section on 
(02) 9334 7700. 
Applications 
Applications for the 
Albury, Shepparton, 
Wangaratta, Alexandra/ 
Eildon, Corryong, Walwa/ 
Jingellic and Mansfield 
licences must be received 
before 5.00 pm, 
Tuesday 14 April 1998

Applications invited for 7 
new community radio licences
The ABA has invited applications for seven 
new community radio broadcasting licences in 
Southern NSW and Northern Victoria. The 
licences are to serve Albury, Alexandra/Eildon, 
Corryong, Mansfield, Shepparton, Walwa/ 
Jingellic and Wangaratta.

‘Allocation o f these new community 
broadcasting licences has begun as a result of 
the ABA’s public planning process being 
finalised in these areas,’ said Professor David 
Flint, ABA Chairman. ‘Licences are being 
offered because the planning process 
identified demand for new community 
broadcasting services that are operated by 
people living in these communities.’

Free-to-air community broadcasting service 
licences are allocated on the basis of merit. If 
there is only one applicant for a community 
broadcasting licence, the ABA need only 
decide if the applicant merits a licence.

When there is more than one applicant, the 
ABA may have to choose on the basis of 
comparative merit. Applicants may combine to 
present a unified application.

Community radio 
applications for Bathurst
The ABA is seeking public comment on 
applications for a community radio 
broadcasting licence to serve the Bathurst area 
of New South Wales.

The ABA received applications for the licence 
from Bathurst Christian Broadcasters Inc. 
trading as Radio Rhema, and Bathurst and 
District Community Radio Broadcasters Inc.

The public file, containing the applications 
and other relevant information is available for 
inspection at Bathurst City Library.

Send written comments to:
Manager, Allocation and Renewal,
ABA, PO Box Q500, Queen Victoria Building, 
NSW 1230 by Friday 20 March 1998.

Senate Select Committee 
on Information Technologies
The ABA appeared before the Senate Select 
Committee on Information Technologies at the 
New South Wales Parliament House in Sydney 
on 5 February 1998. The Committee was 
holding hearings as part o f its inquiry:

To evaluate the appropriateness, effectiveness 
and privacy implications of the existing self- 
regulatory framework in relation to the 
information and communications industries and, 
in particular, the adequacy of the complaints 
regime.

In his opening statement to the Committee, 
Mr Giles Tanner, ABA General Manager, said, 
‘The ABA has now had five years experience 
implementing the self-regulatory framework 
for the broadcasting industry adopted by 
Parliament with the introduction o f the 
Broadcasting Services Act 1992. We hope we 
are able to assist the Committee in its 
evaluation of the appropriateness and 
effectiveness of the existing system with the 
information we are able to provide about the 
ABA’s experience’.

The ABA had previously provided a written 
submission to the Committee. This contained
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