
ABA[)Update 

The ABA has registered revised Commercial Radio Codes of Practice which cover new 
Australian music, language, complaints handling and compliance with the codes. Other 
codes covering news/current affairs/talkback programs, advertising, and broadcasting 
the words of identifiable persons will be revised after the completion of the ABA's 
current commercial radio inquiry . 

• • 
I I 

The ABA has registe red during this codes review.' considera tio n in August 1999 in The Aria Report as the date of 
rev ised Commercial The revised codes ca me into afte r s ix weeks ' public con- its initial release in Au tralia. 
Radio Codes of Prac- effect o n the ir registration o n sultatio n . 

tice which cover new Austra l- 21 October 1999, re placing ABA o ffi ce rs and Members Developing codes· of 
ia n mu s ic, la n g u age, the co rresponding o rig in al met with FARB a number of practice 
complaints handling and com- May 1993 codes. times to discuss the safegua rds 
pliance with the codes. The rev isio n of the existing p rov ided by the draft rev is d The Commercial Rad io Codes 

The ma in additio n to th codes concerning news/ cur- codes on vario us key issues. of Practice were develo pe d 
revised codes is a require- re nt affairs/ talkbackprograms, These includect' FARB's re- unde r the p rovisio ns of sec
me nt that major music sta- adve rtising, and broadcasting sponse to the recommenda- tion 123 of the Broadcasting 
tions must broadcast a certain the words of identifiable per- tions of the 1998 Senate Select Services Act 1992. This sets 
amount of 'new' Australian sons will no t be concluded Committee o n Informatio n clown Parliament's intentio n 
music. The inte nti o n of this until afte r the completion of Technologies regarding sexual that groups representing pa r
re quireme nt is to provide the ABA's curre nt investiga- content in radi o programs, ticular sectio ns o f the broad
mu ch needed airpl ay for new tion into certain comme rcial publicising the codes, forma ll y casting industry wi ll deve lop, 
and emerging Austra li an art- arrangements e nte red into by rev iewing the codes and com- in consultation with the ABA 
ists. talk-ba ck radio presente rs. plaints handling procedures. and taking account o f any 

Othe r provisions cover pub- Any changes to these codes In March 1999, fo llowing rep- re levant resea rch by the ABA, 
licising and forma lly review- that are made as a result of the resentatio ns made to FARB by codes o f practice that a re to 

ing the codes, clarifica tion o f findings of the ABA's investi- the Ministe r for Communi ca - be appli ca ble to those see 
the rules rega rding the use of gation wi ll be incorpo rated tions, Information Technology tio ns of the industry. 
coa rse language and sexual into revised codes which will and the Arts and by the ABA, The Act sets o ut a number o f 
mate ri a l, and changes to how the n be submitted to the ABA FAI~B submitted to the ABA a matte rs to which codes ma y 
radi o stations respond to writ- for registratio n. Until this oc- pro posa l for the introducti o n re late. These include prevent
ten complaints about matte rs curs the curre nt codes cove r- in to the codes of a require- ing the broadcasting o f pro
covered by the codes . ing these ~reas w ill remain in me nt for the broadcasting of g rams that , in accordance w ith 

'The provisio n fo r new Aus- force. 'new' Austra li an music o n community standards, are no t 
tra lian music is a welcome The revised codes wi ll be comme rc ial radio. suitable to be broa dcast y 
additio n to tl1e codes and reviewed after three yea rs of 'New' Austra li an music is that sectio n o f the industry . 
sho ws the commitme nt o f ope ratio n. de fined in the revised codes Another hig h prio rity is thte 
broadcaste rs to the Australian 
music industry ,' sa id Gareth Process 
Grainger, ABA Deputy Cha ir-
man . 'The ABA is e ncouraged The rev ised codes were cle
by the comme rcial radio in- veloped by FARB and submit
dustry's p os iti ve approach te d to th e ABA fo r 
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as , 
a previously unpublished sound 
recording that has been on sa le 
to the Australi an pub lic for a 
period not exceeding 12 months 
from the elate which is recorded 

need to ensure that childre 

Copi.es of the codes: 
are on the ABA's web site, 

www.aba.gov.au or from the 

ABA on (02) 9334 7700. 



aire protected fro m exposure Code of Practice 1- Programs subject to the sa me require- radi o stati o n concerned who 
t ) program materi a l that may Unsuitable for Broadcast ments rega rding minimum is acting with the appare nt 

qu otas for Austra lian music as authority o f the li censee; 
metropo litan and larger re- • a time limit of 30 clays within 

bte harmful to them. Codes In this code 'programs' is no w 
m1ay also re late to the broad- defined as a ll matter broad-
casting of Austra li an music on cast. gio na l stati ons; and which a w ritte n compla int 
c< rnnie rcia l radi o and also to A proscriptio n on the pres- • a minimum pe rcentage re- must be respo nded to has 
1111e thods o f handling corn- e ntatio n as desirable the mis- quireme nt fo r the playing of been specifi ed ; and 
plla ints fro m the public. use of drugs o r narcotics has 'new ' Austra lian music by sta- • complaints need not be re-

In develo ping the codes the been amended to a proscrip- ti o ns whose format comes spondecl to if they are made 
imdustry is required to take tio n on the presentation as under catego ries A, B and C. more than 30 days afte r the 
a<ccount of community atti- desirable the use o f illegal The rev ised code requires that broadcast be ing complained 
tw cles to matte rs such as the drugs and narcotics. 25 pe r cent of Australian mu- abo ut or if they are provided 
poortraya l o f vio lence, sexual The fa vourable depictio n of sic played by category A sta- anonymo usly or if, in the rea
cmnduct, and the use in p ro- suicide and the presentatio n ti o ns ( require d to play a sonable o pinion of the licen
g~rams of offe nsive language . of suicide as a means of achiev- minimum of 25 pe r cent Aus- see , they a re fri vo lo u s, 
T he industry is a lso required ing a desired result is now tra lian music) must be 'new'. vexatio us or an abuse of the 
tc:> take account o f concerns included as 'p roscribed mat- Simila rly, the 'new' Australian complaints process . 
albout the way the use o f drugs, te r' . music requirements are 20 pe r Code of Practice 7-

imcluding alcohol and to bacco, As a result of submissio ns cent for category B stations Compli.ance with the Codes 

is · portrayed. from the public, the b roadcast and 15 per cent for ca tegory C This is a new sectio n and 
Secti o n 123(4) of the Act o f a p rogram that is like ly to stati o ns. contains two main prov isio ns: 

sttates that th e ABA must in- incite or pe rpetu ate hatred Cla use 4.3(cl ) of the revised • a fa ilure to compl y with the 
cllude a code o f practice in the aga inst or vilify any pe rson o r code states that th e require- codes will not be a breach if 
m egiste r of codes o f practice if group o n the basis o f age is ment fo r the play ing of 'new' that fa ilure is clue to a reason-
itt is satisfied that: p roscribed in the revised code. Austra li an music does not ap- able mistake or reasonable 
· ( i) the code of p ractice Restri ctio ns o n the broad- pl y to a lice nsee w hose fo r- reliance o n in fo rmatio n sup-

prov idesapp ropriatecomnw- cast o f programs w ith sexual mat is such that new re leases plied by anothe r pe rson, o r 
n ity safeguards forthe matters conte nt o r a sexual theme a re not part of its weekly p lay du e to an act o r defa ult of 
covered by the code; and have been int roduced . As a lists . This clause was inserted anothe r pe rson o r to an acc i-

( ii ) the code is endorsed res ult of submissions from the to take into acco unt those de nt o r some othe r ca use be-
by a m ajo ri ty of the prov iders public, w;:i rnings about p ro- statio ns in ca tegory C whose yond the licensee's control; 
o f b roadcasting serv ices in grams w ith an expli cit sexua l fo rmat is classified as 'Go ld ' and 
that secti o n of the ind ustry ; theme as the core compo ne nt (i .e . cl ass ic hits fro m the 50s • licensees must, at least o nce 
and must be made at ho url y inte r- to th e 80s). Such a fo rmat a week and at diffe re nt times 

( ii i) mem bers o f the pub lic va ls during the broadcast o f would no t, by de finitio n, be and in diffe re nt p rograms from 
have been g iven an adequate the p rogram as well as prio r to able to incorpo rate the play- week to week, b roadcast an 
opportuni ty to comment o n the commencement of the pro- ing of 'new ' Australian music. anno unceme nt publicising the 
the code . gram . FAH.B the re fore be lieves that existence of the re vised codes 

Code of Practice 4-Australian w itho ut the inclusio n o f this and a gene ra l description of 
Music exemption 'Gold ' form atted the ir nature and o pe ration . 

A\dditional features Th e re a re seve ra l m a jo r stations would have to be 
o>f the codes changes to this code : moved to category D, w he re Implementation 

• a new form at ca tegory has the re is no requireme nt fo r 
F'ARB has included the fo l- been created to ca ter fo r the the play ing o f 'new' Austra l- FARB has advised the ABA 
k owing additio nal features in 
tthe revised codes: 
lrntroduction 

1The revised codes nmv in
ct lude an ope ning paragraph 
SGetting o ut th e ir purpose. 

The revised codes no w in
c:: l ude a requireme nt that they 
b)e formally reviewed afte r they 
h1ave been in e ffect for three 
yvea rs . 

MIOVEMBER 1999 

increased diversity of statio n 
program formats s ince the 
orig inal codes were registered 
in 1993. This new category 
must play at least 20 pe r ce nt 

ian music and w he re there is a that industry training on the 
require me nt to play onl y 10 new codes will take place 
pe r- cent o f Austra lian music 
overall. 
Code of Practice 5-

Austra lian music a ncl increases Complaints 

the tota l numbe r o f ca tegories This code has been tighte ned 
to five; up conside rably and the main 
• sma ll e r reg io na l sta ti o ns changes a re as foll ows: 
(which unc.lerthe o rigina l code • a compl a int is now defin ed 
were required to p lay 10 per as a w ritte n asse rtio n made to 
cent Australian music) are now a licensee o r a pe rson at the 

over the next few mo nths. 
Comme rcial radio sta ff will be 
made aware o f the changes to 
the codes and re leva nt proce
dures will be introduced o r 
amended . This w ill e nsure as 
smooth a transitio n as possi
ble between the o riginal codes 
and the rev ised codes. 
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