
ABA[(]]Update 

The ABA has released the regulatory policy for the conduct of test transmissions of 
digital datacasting services. The datacasting trial will enable aspirant datacasters to 
test the technical feasibility of their services in four markets. 

I 

The ABA has released 7 MHz channe l to be used in a for Communications, Informa- • provision of opportunities 
the regulatory policy for marketforthe datacasting trial, tion and Technology and the for all organisations with genu
the condu ct o f test but the re remains the optio n Arts requested advice from ine proposals to have access 

transmissions of digita I for tri al datacasters to use less the ABA o n practical arrange- to test transmissions and mini
datacasting serv ices. The than a full channel depending ments fo r making broadcast- mise scope for individual or
datacasting trial will enable on their req uirements . ing services bands spectrum ganisat ions to gain an unfair 
asp irant datacasters to test the 'To accommodate all inte r- available for test transmissions commercial advantage. 
technical feasibility of their ested parties in the va rious of datacasting services. In De-
services in fo ur markets-Syd- markets wh re channels have cember 1998, the ABA replied What is datacasting? 
ney, Newcastle, Brisbane and been nom in ated fo r the proposing the features of a 
Canberra. datacasting trial, the ABA has datacasting trial. Datacasting services are de-

'The ABA rece ived ten sub- decided to limit test trans mis- The Minister subsequentl y fined in clause 2 of Sched ule 4 
missions ABA when the draft sions to a maximum of thr e gave the ABA a forma l dircc- to the Bruadcasling Services 
policy was released in May months ,' sa id Professor Flint. tion to carry outthe data casting Act 1992. This was inserted 
1999,' said Professor David 'In markets w here there are trial. The direction was by the Television Broadcast
Flint, ABA Chairman. 'How- more interested parties than gazetted on 3 March 1999 (Ga- ing Services (Digita l Conver
ever, the policy wi ll a ll ow late the re is available spectrum, zette No . 9). sion) Act 1998 (the Digital 
expressions of interest from sho rte r licence periods may It is the ABA's intention that Conversion Act). 
asp irants, particularly in areas be necessary,' he added . the trial be limited to mini- A datacasting service is de-
w h e re the re m ay b e All bona fide asp ira nt mise diversion of resources fined as: 
unallocated spectrum in mar- datacasters with genuine pro- away from the preparation of ... a service (other than a broacl-

ke ts with under-utilised trial posals, other than persons in digital cha nne l plans needed casting serv ice) that delivers in-

capacity.' a position to exercise control fo r the convers ion of televi- fo rm ation (whether in the form 

The ABA wi ll keep trial of comme rc ia l te lev is ion sion services from analog to of data , text, speeches, images 

f o r in any other form) to persons datacasters in o rmed about broadcasting licences and their digita l and comple tion of ana-
developments concerning ar- associates and national broad- log planning for metropolitan 
rangements for the permanent casters anu thei r associates , and regional radio services. 
datacasting scheme. However, are e ligible to condu ct test For exa mple, it is currentl y 
the ABA emphas ises that as- transmissions using the chan- envisaged that one broadcast
pirant and trial datacasters nels identified in the policy. ing services bands channe l 

having eq uipmen t appropri ate 

fo r rece iving that information, 

w here the deli very of the serv-

ice uses the broadcasting serv

ices bands. 

sho uld avoid forming any ex- However, free-to-air broad- will be made ava ilable in two A broadcasting serv ice is 
pectations about the future casters wishing to conduct cap ital cities and two regional defined in section 6 of the 
permanent datacasting regime data casting test transmissions ce ntres for the tr ia l. 
on the basis of the trial policy. using any spa re capacity on In these and othe r feat ures, 
At this stage, the policy anti ci- their a llotted spectrum may the proposed policy frame
pates the start of pe rmanent approach the ABA to negoti- work must co nfo rm to the 
clatacasting services as ea rly ate appropriate a rrangements .. Ministe r's direction, which 
as Janu ary 2001. Based on provides in part for: 
this, it is expected that a ll test Development of the • limited test transmissions of 
transmissions would be com- policy short term duration with clea r 
pleted by 30 November 2000. com me ncement and comple-

The policy al lows for a fu ll In August 1998 the Ministe r tion elates; 
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Broadcasting Services Act as: 
.. . a service that delivers televi-

sion programs or radio p ro

grams Lo persons having 

equipment appropriate for re-

ce iving that serv ice , whether 

the de li very uses the 

radiofrequency spectrum , ca

b le, optica l fibre , satellite o r 

any other means o r a combina 

tion of those means, but does 



not incl ude : 
(a) a service (inc lud ing a tele

text se rvice) th at prov ides no 
more than data, or no more 
than texr (with or without 
assoc iated srill images); or 

(b) a service that n-1 akes pro
grams ava ilable on demand 
on a poi nt- to-poinr bas is, in
cluding a dial-up service; or 

(c) a service , or a class of serv
ices, that the Minister deter
min es by not ice in rhe 
Gazett , not ro fa ll within this 
definiti on. 

and made ava il ab le fo r a lloca
tio n , o n a compe titive bas is , 
for datacasting services. Free
to-air broadcaste rs w ill not be 
allowed to bid fo r these chan
ne ls. In identifying such chan
ne ls, the ABA will take account 
o f the poss ible need for sp ec
trum for future comme rc ial 
broadcasting serv ices . 
Existing free-to-air 

broadcasters: 

Free-to-a ir b roadcaste rs w ill 
b e a ll owe cl t o p rov icl e 
datacasting serv ices (includ-

tice , the date fo r the start of have not been ide ntifi ed as 
pe rmane nt d ig ita l datacasting req uired fo r di g ital te lev is io n 
is a lso de pe nde nt o n the com- conve rs io n und e r the DCPs 
ple ti o n of digita l channe l pl an- for the re levant marke ts . 
ning by the ABA. The techni ca l specifica tio ns 

These restri cti o ns o n th e fo r these channe ls a re ava il-

comme ncement o f pe rmane nt 
dig ital datacasting se rvices do 
no t prevent the ABA a llocat-

able as a ttachme nts to the 
re leva nt dig ita l channe l pla ns. 

In the ir submiss io n TL ex-

ing cha nne ls in the broadcast- pressed a strong pre fe re nce 
ing se rv ices b a nd s fo r to use UHF channe l 29 in 
te mpo ra ry datacasting serv- Ca nbe rra. The ABA has made 
ices unde r the prov isio ns o f this channe l ava il a bl e until it 
sectio n 34 o f the Broadcasting is required for the o pe ratio n 
Services Act. of SBS29 South West Slo p es. 

While datacasting is, by cle fi- ing subscriptio n datacasting Th e re is a n a dcl i ti o n a I 
nition , not broadcasting, it uses services) us ing any res idu al What channels will be una ll o tted 7 MHz channe l in 
th e broa d cas ting se rv ices cap ac ity in the ir digita l te lev i- available? Canbe rra-channe l 41. If the re 
b a nds . Th e te rm a pplies s io n channe ls , but w ill pay a is sufficient clema ncl , this chan-
unique ly to se rvices de live red cha rge fo r do ing so. The ABA has cons idered the ne l may a lso be made ava il-
via the b roa dcasting services The cha rge is the subject o f channe ls to be made ava il - a bl e fo r cl atacas tin g tes t 
bands, even tho ugh s imil a r the Datacasting Charge (Im- abl e fo r cl atacasting test trans- transmissio ns. 
se rvices may be ava ilabl e by position) Act 1998. The charge miss ions in the context o f its A 6 MHz channe l, UHF 27, 
o the r mea ns, including by the w ill be de te rmined by the work o n dig ita l cha nne l pl ans was cons ide re d fo r the tria l in 
use o f o the r raclio frequ ncy Austra li a n Communi ca ti o ns (the DCPs). The DCPs have Brisbane , Canbe rra and Sycl 
spectrum . Autho rity and w ill be linked been made und e r the Com- ney. However, ad vice fro m 

The legis la tio n a lso r quires to t h e pri ce p a i cl fo r me rcia l Televis io n Conversio n the ACA indica tes th at the re 
th ~ Ministe r to ca use to be cla tacastingchann e ls byothe r Sc h e m e, a uth or ised b y may be p rob le ms us ing this 
conducted a review into: clatacaste rs in a way that pro- subcla uses 6(1) and 19(1) o f channe l a t hig h p ower clue to 

whether any amendments· of motes compe titi ve ne utra lity. Sc hedul e 4 to the Broadcast- the po te ntia l fo r inte rfe re nce 
the laws of the Commonwea lth Unde rl ying the principle w ill ing Services Act. They de te r- w ith radi oco mmunica tio ns 
should be made to dea l with the be the de termina tio n that free- min e th e c ha nne ls to b e se rv ices o p e ra tin g be low 
scope of services that are ca t- to-a ir broadcaste rs , w ho are a llo tte d to 520 MH z. 
egorised as da tacasting services a lloca ted spectrum free o f 
(paragraph 59 (1) (dd) of Sched

broadcaste rs Co n se-

ule 4 of the Broadcasting Serv-
charge, sho uld not have an fo r di g it a l Market Channel Bandwidth qu e ntl y, 

ices Act). b roadcasting th e ABA unfa ir compe titive ad va ntage 
over o the r cla tacaste rs , w ho 
have purchased sp ectrum o n 
the o pe n market. 

and the tech- Sydney UHF 29 7 MHz con s id e rs 
The De pa rtme nt of Commu

nica ti o ns , Info rmatio n Tec h
no logy and the Arts (DCITA) 

nica l cha rac- Newcastle UHF 56 7 MHz it pre ma-

te ri s ti cs o f Brisbane UHF38 7MHz tu re to 

eac h . T h e Canberra UHF40& 29 7MHz id e ntif y 
is condu cting the Rev iew into When will services 
the Scop e o fDatacasting Serv- start? 

ABA has re-
leased fin a l 

channe l 27 
fo r the tri al 

ices. plans fo r Sydney, Newcastle , at this stage. Ano the r 6 MH z 
Pe rmane nt dig ital cla tacasting Wollo ngong , Ca nbe rra; Me l- channe l, VHF 9A, is po te n

Who can provide services cann o t be transmit- bo u m e , B ri s ba n e , ti a lly ava il able fo r c.l atacasting 
datacasting services? reel before a cl ay to be fixed by Toowoom ba, Ade la ide, Da r- test transmi ss io ns in Brisba ne 

Proclamatio n fo ll owing a reso- win and Ho ba rt. Fin a l pl ans and e ithe r Sydney o r Newcas
T h e re a re two gro ups of lutio n by both Houses of Pa r- fo r a ll re maining licence a reas tie, howeve r technica l specifi
p o te ntia l c.latacasting se rvice li a me nt . Suc h a reso lutio n w ill be comple ted as soon as ca ti o ns wo uld need to be 
p rov ide rs : ex isting free-to-a ir ca nno t be passed unti l the practi ca bl e. develo ped. I~ 

b roa d cas te rs a nd new e n- Mini ste r has p rov ided a re po rt The ma rke ts and channe ls 
tra nts. to Pa rli ame nt o n the o utcome identi fied fo r the tri al have To obtain copies of the policy: 

New entrants: of a numbe r o f rev iews p ro- been chosen to e nabl e aspir
Ch anne ls in the b roadcasting vie.l e d fo r in the Dig ita l Con- ant c.l atacaste rs to conduct the ir 
se rv ices bands no t needed fo r ve rs io n Ac t, in c lu d in g the test transmiss io ns in a va ri ety 
the d ig ita l te lev is io n conver- lkv ie vv into th e Scope of o f major po pula tio n ce ntres. 
s io n p rocess w ill be ide ntified Datacasting Se rvices . In prac- The pro posed UHF chann e ls 

NOVEMBER 1999 

The regu latory policy is on the 
ABA's web site, 
www.aba.gov.au, 
or contact the ABA for a printed 
copy on (02) 9334 7700 . 
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