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ABA~Update 

Delegates from 16 countries presented country reports and discussed 
Internet access, content and regulation at the the Asia-Pacific Internet 
Conference in Bali, Indonesia, from 25-27 March 1999. The ABA convened 
the conference. 

Asia-Pacific Internet conference calls for national 
coordination and regional cooperation 

D 
e legates from 16 co untri es 
presented country reports and 
di sc ussed Intern e t access, 

content and regulation at the the Asia
Pacific Internet Confe re nce in Ba li , 
Indo nesia , fro m 25-27 March 1999 . 

The Asia-Pacific .Inte rne t Conference, 
conve ned by the ABA, brought togethe r 
the delegates and observers from the 
Regional Informat ics Network for South 
East Asia and the Pacific (RINSEAP)/ 
Regional Informatics Network for South 
and Central Asia (RINSCA) Meeting. 
The confe re nce was he ld in Bali, Indo
nesia , from 25 to 27 March 1999. 

The ABA received funding from the 
Australian National Commission for 
UNESCO and AusAID to convene the 
confe rence. 

Mr Gareth Grainger, ABA Deputy 
Chairman, chaired the conference and 

the Chief G uest was Hon . Fiame 
Mata 'afa, Minister for Educatio n , Sa
moa. Mr I G Manila , Secretary-General · 
for the Department o f Informatio n, In
donesia la un ched the confere nce . 
M. Phi lippe QuEau , Director Info rma
tio n and Informatics Division, UNESCO 
HQ in Paris , and Professor Stephe n Hill , 
Director and Representative , UNESCO 
Office in Jakarta made the opening 
remarks. 

Senior policy makers and national 
Inte rnet experts from Asia and the Pa
cific presented country reports and dis
cussed issues on the main themes of 
access , conte nt and education. With 
input from resource pe rsons and dis
cussion leaders, the conference also 
covered general issues that acknowl
edged the social, economic and techno-
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logica l differences w ithin and among 
countries . 

'A central issue for many countries 
was the need for government agencies 
to work togethe r to e nsure that deci
sions concerning Inte rnet regu lation 
were consiste nt, and this applied equally 
to the need for inte rnational agencies to 
coordinate the ir e fforts to maximise 
e ffi ciencies ,' Mr Grainger sa id. 

Resources 

An overriding issue was the lack of . 
reso urces a nd infra s tru c ture a nd 
delegates looked to each other to share 
information and o nline materia l. They 
a lso looked to donor age n cies to 
recognise countries' Inte rne t needs as 
a key priority akin to those of o ther 
utilities . 



•$ 

Access 

De I ega tes a c kn ow I edge d th e 
desirability fo r uni ve rsa l access, bu t 
g ive n reso u rce a n d infras tru cture 
constraints , universa l access was seen 
in te rms o f o ne PC pe r community 
rathe r than one per indiv idual. Ma ny · 
de legates conside red that infor mation 
in th e publi c d o m a in , s u c h as 
government informatio n , edu cational 
materi al, copyle ft 1 mate rial and cultural 

' 

ture is implemented , there would re
m a in th e o ngo in g co nce rn o f 
sustainability because of the resource
intensive natu re of maintenance and 
the rapid rate of obsolescence. 

Content 

In te rm s of con te nt iss ues , th e 
confe rence recognised the impo rtance 
of national sovere ignty in dete rmining 
what constitutes undesirable and illegal 

universal access was seen in terms of one PC per 

' community rather than one per individual 

products, could be made access ible to 
the community th roug h community 
ne two rks, te lecentres, mirror sites , 
Inte rnet booths, libra ries, scho ls and 
CD-RO Ms. 

Delegates explo red ways of overcom
ing constraints by looking at possibili
ties for pooling resources and opportu
nities to achieve economies of scale 
through the use of regional hubs and 
no n-proprietary softwa re . If infrastruc-

mate rial. The re was a range of views 
on what might be the most appropriate 
m e th o d s o f address in g s p ec ifi c 
co n ce rn s w ith th e Inte rn e t a nd 
examples ranged from self-regulation 
b y Int e rn e t se rv ice prov id e rs to 
gove rnme nts p ro hibitin g ha rmful 
ac ti viti es a nd spec ifying li ce ns ing 
conditions. Many de legates recognised 
th e be ne fits o f co-regul ati on w hi ch 
involved shared responsibility between 
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na ti o na l gove rnm e nts and Inte rn e t 
industry ope rators. 

'Recognising the global nature of the 
Inte rnet, delegates affi rmed the impor
tance of inte rnational dialogue and co
operation in dea ling with illegal mate
rial sourced fro m othe r countries ,' Mr 
Grainger sa id. 

Undesirable material 

Delegates discussed options for dealing 
w ith undesirable and illega l mate rial, 
including labe lling and filter software, 
content ra ting systems and the use of 
h o tlin es. Whil e ma n y d e lega tes 
ac kn ow ledged th at p r im a ry 
responsibility fo r illegal mate rial rests 
w ith the content o riginator, they also 
acknow ledged th at Inte rne t se rvice 
p rov ide rs have a res po ns ibility to 
remove illegal and undesirable material 
that is brought to the ir attention. 

Literacy 

Several delegates raised the need to 
address illiteracy, including IT illiteracy, 
of parents and teache rs so that they are 
be tter able to supe rvise minors' use of 
the Inte rne t . Pa re nts we re seen as 
having the primary role of raising their 
c hildre n to hav e a he alth y and 
respons ible approach to use of the 
Inte rne t, and if they needed to be 
equippe d in playing that ro le , the n 
ed u ca ti o n prog ra m s s h o uld b e 
developed for this purpose. 

Several delegates also was the need to 
develop _ local expertise to he lp over
come the re liance on the import of 
expensive skills from overseas. A col
laborative approach, drawing on the 
resources of government and non-gov
e rnment agencies w ithin each country, 
was seen as a first step in this direction. 

1 Material which producers wish to be made 

available rather than constrained by 

copyright restrictions, providing ongoing 

modification is also free~v available. 
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