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Retention of matter broadcast 

Complaint Decision 

O n 6 November 1998, the ABA received a The compla int was that th lead-in mate rial to 
compla int rega rding an inte rview broadcast on 
20 Janu ary 1998. 

The complaint was that the li censee of 4TOO , 
Townsville Broadcaste rs Pty Ltd , fail ed to retain 
a complete copy of the program broadcast. 

Relevant legislation 

Clauses 5(2) and 5(3) of Schedule 2 of the 
Broadcasting Services Act 1992 provide: 

5. Records o f matte r b roadcast 

(2) If a b road caste r broadcasts matte r re la ting to a 

po liti cal subject o r curre nt affa irs , be ing matte r rhat 

is in the fo rm o f news, an address , a s tate me nt, a 

commentary o r a discuss ion , the broadcaster must 

cause a record of the matte r to be made in a fo rm 

approved in writing by the ABA. 

(3) Subject to thi s cla use , a broa dcaste r must 

reta in in hi s o r he r cus tody a record so made fo r a 

period o f: 

(a) 6 weeks fro m the d are o n w hich the matter 

was broadcast; o r 

(b) if a complai nt has been made abo ut rh e ma tte r 

- fo r 60 clays fro m the el ate o n w hich the matte r 

was broadcast; 

o r such lo nge r pe ri od as the ABA, in specia l 

c ircu msta nces , directs in writing. 

the inte rview be twe n Dave Harris and the 
manager of the Cowboys football team, Rabieh 
Krayem, broadcast on 20 January 1998 was not 
retained . The complainant gave notice to the 
licensee to retain the mate rial on 23 January 
1998. The licensee did retain a copy of the 
interview itself but admitted that it had fail ed to 
retain the lead-in material through an ope ra­
tional e rror. The licensee questioned whethe r 
the program came within the definition of cur­
re nt affairs . The ABA's legal advice was that any 
program that focuses on social, economic or 
politi cal issues of relevance to the community is 
conside red current affairs. The ABA consequently 
found that 4TOO had breached the licence 
condition at clause 5 of Schedule 2 of the Act 
quoted above . 

Action taken 

As a result of the ABA's finding , the licensee: 
• has introduced new procedures to ensure that 
relevant matte r is re tained in the future and 
• replaced the o ld tape recording system with a 
new digita l log system. 

The ABA was sa tisfied with this action and does 
not intend to pursue this matte r furthe r at this 
time. The ABA w ill , however, monito r the situa­
tio n and may conside r taking actio n if breaches 
of a simi lar nature by the licensee of 4TOO are 
found in the future. ~ 
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