
TCN Channel Nine is conducting digital test transmissions 
in Sydney using channel 8 (188-195 MHz) in the VHF 
television bands for its transmissions. This is the channel 
that has been nominated for use by TCN 9 in the ABA's 
draft digital channel plan 

The ABA has issued a 
transmitte r licence to 
TCN Channel ine to 

carry out digital test transmis
sions in Sydney. Channel Nine 
began its tests on 22 June and 
they will run untii" late August 
1 99. 

TC Channel Nine is using 
channel 8 (188-195 MHz) in 
the VHF te levision bands fo r 
its transmissions. This is th e 
channe l that has been nomi
nated for use by Channel Nine 
in the ABA's recently released 
draft digita l channe l plan. 

The ABA is aware that some 
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medi cal te lemetry equipment ment are permitted to operate been notified and exte nsive 
may use frequencies in the in telev ision bands at the ir inve nto ri es have ide nti fied 
VHF tel evision bands. Medi- own ri sk on a no protecti on only a small number of items 
cal telemetry equipment uses from interfe re nce basis, pro- that ope rate in the relevant 
radio transmiss ion to a base viding they comply with con- frequ ency ra nge. Steps have 
unit to allow patients mobil- ditions spe lt out in a cl ass been taken designed to e n
ity. For example, less acute li cence from the Austra li an sure th at patie nts are not af
patients and expectant moth- Communi ca ti ons Autho rity fec te d du r in g t he tes t 
ers are able to walk around (ACA). The ACA has issued a transmissions. 
while cardiac and foetal moni- discussion paper outlining the 
toring continues. issues in re lation to te lemet1y Availability of 

The freque ncy range used devices and digital te lev ision frequencies 
by some of this equipment broadcasting and sought com-
runs from 174 to 204 MHz. me nt by 28 June. Once digita l te lev ision starts 
This range includes telev ision The ABA has been li a ising in 2001, the re may be no VHF 
channe ls 6, 7, 8 and 9. with the SW Health Depart- TV Band III frequencies ava il-

Not all brands of telemetry ment and Channel 9 to ensure able fo r medica l te lemetry in 
equipment are affected. Ad- minimal inte rfe rence during some areas. Capita l cities are 
vice the ABA has received the Sydney trial. Medica l te- more like ly to be affected than 

indicates that equipment from 
four of about twelve suppliers 
ope rates in frequencies to be 
used in the future for digita l 
television . 

Users of te lemetry equip-

JULY 1999 

leme try manufa cture rs and 
suppliers have also been con
tacted . 

The NSW Hea lth Department 
has advised th at a ll hospitals, 
both public and private have 

regional areas. 
The finali sa tio n of the ABA's 

draft digital channe l plan fo r 
Sydney, expected in mi d 1999, 
\v iii prov ide certa inty o n the 
ava ilabili ty o f freq uencies fo r 

medical telemetry devices. 
Further advice w ill be made 

ava il ab le to health autho ri
ties , manufacture rs and sup
plie rs once th e digita l channel 
plan has been finalised . Users 
o f equipment w hi ch operates 
in the television bands of the 
spectrum will have to con
sider modification to operate 
at a diffe rent frequency (if 
possible) or replacement o f 
systems before 1January2001. 

Public comment 
The ACA has sought public 

comment on future 

arrangem~nts for wireless 

biomedical telemetry · 

applications. Closing date for 

comment was 28 June 1999. 

The ACA discussion paper is on 

the ACA web site: 

<www.aca.gov.au/frequency/ 

proposal .htm>. ~ 
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