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e w- s Upd a t e 

minimum licence fee o f $45 000 poer half ho ur. 
Producers raised concerns at the ABA's 

childre n's te levis io n po licy fo rum :and the 
recent SP AA (Screen Producers Asssociation of 
Australia) annu al confe re nce that, since its 
introduction the requireme nt has 1placed a 'ca p ' 
o n licence fees, rathe r th an o pe ratted as a 
minimum. This is preve nting acce. ss to 
Australian Film Finance Corporaticon funding , 
which requires a licence fee of $ 5 ~5 000 per half 
ho ur. 

The ABA has commenced an invrestigatio n 
and has written to inte rested parti{es requesting 
information. Respo nses a re expecrted by early 
Fe bruary. The findings o f the investigatio n will 
e nable the ABA to conside r w heth1er the rule 
sho uld be varied ahead o f the schteduled 2001 
review of the Australian Conte nt S' tandard. 

The rninimum li cence fee requin:ement was 
introduced in March 1999, whe n tlhe ABA was 
required to amend the Austra lian CConte nt 
Standard to e nsure the standard trceated ew 
Zea lande rs and New Zea land pro~rams no less 
fa vo urably than Austra lians and Alllstra lian 
programs. The purpose o f the reqwireme nt was 
to prevent secondary market prog\rams fro m 
New Zealand displac ing Austra liam childre n 's 
drama programs o n the basis o f ccost alone. 

ABA ~Update 

World Summit of 
Audiovisual Regulators 

Ga reth Grainger, ABA Deputy Chairman at the 
UNESCO/ CSA/ CRTC Wo rld Summit of 
Audiovisual Regulato rs in Pa ri s , from 
30 Nove mber - 1 Decembe r 1999. 

The Conference was ope ned by Mr Matsuura, 
the new UNESCO Director-Gene ral, and 
Madame Cathe rine Trautm ann , Fre nch Ministe r 
fo r Culture and Communicatio ns. Mr Grainger 
presented the keynote pa pe r at the confere nce: 
the 1999 Spry Memorial Lecture , 'Broadcasting, 
Co-regulation and the Public Good '. The 
Conference brought 60 countries and their 
audiovisual regulato rs togethe r fo r the first 
time . 

A summary of the key po ints and highlights 
of the summit is o n the ABA web site : 
<www.aba.gov.au>. 

C or P programs 

Programs granted C or P classification /between 20 November 1999and14 January 2000. Producers interested in 
submitting programs for classsification should contact Nadia Mencinsky on (02) 9334 7840. 

Program title Origin Class New Decision Applicant 
/renewal date 

BEAKMAN'S WORLD USA c new 24-11-99 Network Ten 

(Series 4) 

MAGIC SCHOOL BUS, THE USA c new 15-12-99 Network Ten 

(Series 2, episodes 14-26) 

OUTWARD BOUND Australia PRC new 1-12-99 Crawford Productions 

C - children's program, PRC -provfisional C 
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