
ABA~Update 

Brisbane, Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast 

T
he ABA has released productivity and public inte r- sons fo r each decision , ac- se rvices, which a re designed 
p lans for d ig ita l te levi- est benefits by allo tting addi- compa nies the va riation to the to ass ist viewers where recep
sion services in the Bris- ti o na l c ha nne ls for digita l digital channel plans for the tion from the main te levision 

bane , Gold Coast and Sun- repeater services o f the met- Brisbane, Gold Coast and Sun- transmitter sites is difficult. 
shine Coast regio n. The ABA ropolita n and regional com- shine Coast region. These are at the Gold Coast, 
has also identified two chan- me rcia l se rvices as well as the Currumbin an d Sunshine 
nels in each area that may be na tio nal ABC servi ce at va ri- Digital channel plans Coast (Ba ld Knob) for the Bris-
used for othe r purposes , such o us s ites in the Gold Coast bane services; the Gold Coast 
as datacasting . and Sunshine Coast region. The ABA determ ined th e and Currumbin for the North-

'In the Brisba ne, Gold Coast The ABA has made channel Queensland: Part 1 d igita l em NSW serv ices; and at 
and Sunsh ine Coast areas , 36 ava ilab le for the national channel plan (Brisba ne and oosa/ Tewantin, Nambour, 
where broadcasting spectrum SBS serv ice; and channels 38 Toowoomba) on 1 Jul y 1999. Gympie and Gympie Town 
is scarce, the ABA's ground- and 50 ava ilable for other pur- The ABA has prepared a for the Wide Bay services. 
breaking use of s ingle fre- poses , such as datacasting; on va riation to the d igital chan- The Brisbane SBS36 national 
quency networks has made a the basis of s ingle frequency nel p lans in cons ulta tio n with service and the unassigned 
conside rab le diffe re nce,' sa id networks being imple mented the Digital Television Chan- channels 38 and 50, wh ich 
Professor Fl in t. 'Where other- between Brisba ne, Gold Coast ne l Pl a nnin g Con s ultat ive may be used for other serv
wise there may have been and Sunshine Coast regions. Group (DTCPCG) . This g ro up ices such as datacasting, wil l 
limitations on regional serv- To maximise channel capac- consists of representa tives be able to transmit on their 
ices and viewe rs may have ity in ne ighbouring markets , from the ABA, metropolitan one respective chan nel fo r 
been requi red to b uy new the ABA has decided to re- and regiona l commercia l te l- each service from each of Bris
antennas , there will now be move a ll digital channe ls pre- evision broadcasters, NTL Aus- bane, Gold Coast, Currumbin, 
continu ed regional program- v io u sly a ll otted to tr a li a, the Australian Sunshine Coast (Bald Knob) , 
ming , more viewers w ill be Toowoomba and re-plan the Communicat io ns Authority , Noosa/ Tewantin , Nambour, 
able to use the ir existing an- area at the same time digital the Department of Comm uni- Gym pie and Gym pie Town. 
te nnas and there is the capac- channel planning is under- catio ns, Information Techno l- The ABA has not at this stage 
ity fo r w ide-sca le de livery of taken fo r regiona l Queens- ogy and the Arts , the Australian allo tted digital television chan
datacasting services.' land as a w ho le . Regional Subscri ptio n Te levis ion and nels at each of the Brisbane 

'A balance has been stru ck bro a d cas te rs in th e Radio Associatio n , potential local area transmitte r sites of 
be tween the be nefits of free- Toowoomba area no longer data caste rs and the Federa- Boona b , Esk , Koora lb y n , 
ing up additio nal spectrum propose to comme nce digital tion o f Austra li an Comme rcia l Numinbah Pri son and Palen 
and the need to minimise any transmiss ions in]anuary 2001. Te levis ion Sta tio ns. Creek Prison. Having rega rd 
changes that viewers need to 'This approach maintains fl ex- The ABA's channe l plans fo r to the e fficient use of spec
ma ke to the ir existing rece p- ib ili ty in regiona l planning,' dig ita l se rvices in the Gold trum , the ABA has decided to 

tion equipment to rece ive dig- sa id Professor Flint . Coast an d Sunshine Coast re- p lan fo r regiona l bigh-pow
ital te levisio n.' An explanatory paper, which gions specify th e sa me trans- ered services in the adjacent/ 

The ABA is satisfied th at it discusses issues raised in sub- mission sites used hy existing neig hbouring li ce nce a reas 
will achi eve bo th spectrum miss io ns a nd provides the rea- a nalog te lev is io n trans lato r befo re all o tting channels fo r 
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th e le)\\ po we r transmitte rs in 
Brisbane. 

In the Queensla1td: Pa rt 7-

Brisba n e a nd Too ll'oo mba 
DCP ,Jul y 1999 , the ABA allo t
ted e ig ht UIIF Band V cha n

ne ls (52, 55 , 58. 61. 64, 66, 67 
:rnd 68) fo r digital te lev ision 
se rvices in Toowoornba. En
g inee ring assessme nt has in
dicated th:H dig ita l p lanning 
fo r hig h po we red se rvices in 
reg io n a l Qu ee ns la nd a nd 
no rthe rn NSW (Wide Bay, Dar
ling Downs, Southe rn Downs 
and Richmo nd/ Tweed) may 
he affected hy the a llo tme nt 
o f dig ita I te levis io n channe ls 
in Toowoomba . The ABA·s 
initi al assessm ent is that s in
g le frequ e ncy ne tworks w il l 
o pe rate e ffi c ie ntly be tween 
Darlin g Dow n s a nd 
Toowoomha. The ABA has 
decided to remove th e digita l 
cha nn e ls prev io us ly a ll o tted 
to Toowoomba, and cons ide r 
the ir a ll o tment a t the same 
time as dig ita l p lanning for 
th e remaining pa rts of regional 

Q ueens land . 
As knowledge of dig ita l te l

evisio n techno logy continu es 
to evolve , the ABA has take n a 
staged approach in pre pa ring 
d ig ital cha nne l plans, w ith the 
a im o f achiev ing maximum 
s p ec trum p rodu c ti vit y b y 
o pt imising channel usage. The 
Sin g le Frequ e ncy Network 
Consu lta tive G ro up (SF CG 
- based o n the Dig ita l Te l
ev ision Channe l Planning Con
su lta ti ve Group o f industry 

Area served and channel assignments 

Brisbane TVQ ABQ BTQ QTQ SBS CTV 

Analog 10 2 7 9 28 31 Proposed unassigned 

Digital 11 12 6 8 36 * 38 50 

*There is no digital channel allotted for the community television service . 

TVQ ABQ BTQ QTQ SBS TNQ STQ RTQ 

Sunshine Coast 

Analog 69# 40 52# 37# 34 46 43 49 Proposed unassigned 

Digital 56 62 53 59 36 47 65 68 38 50 

Noosa/Tewantin 

Analog 32 29 41 35 44 Proposed unassigned 

Digital 62 36 47 65 68 38 50 

Nambour 

Analog 58 55 64 61 67 Proposed unassigned 

Digital 62 36 47 65 68 38 50 

Gym pie 

Analog 45 42 48 60 51 Proposed unassigned 

Digital 62 36 47 65 68 38 50 

Gympie Town 

Ana log 57 50* 63 69 66 Proposed unassigned 

Digi tal 62 36 47 65 68 38 50 

#Service not operating 
*Channel change required: move to channel 44. 

TVQ ABQ BTQ QTQ SBS NRN NEN NBN 

Gold Coast 

Analog 46 49 52 58 61 55 64 67 Proposed unassigned 

Digital 56 62 53 59 36 43 65 68 38 50 

Currumbin 

Analog 30 33 39 45 48 42 51 54 Proposed unassigned 

Digital 56 62 53 59 36 43 65 68 38 50 

Some consequentia l changes to existing analog services are al so required as a result of the variation to the digital 
channel plans for Brisbane, Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast and Toowoomba. These changes are . movin g the existi ng Tweed Heads SBS analog service from cha nnel 62 to channel 28; and . moving the exist ing Gympie Tow n SB S analog service from channel 50 to channel 44 . 

sta ke ho lde r re presentati\·es) ne ls . The ABA is sa tisfi ed that 
was es ta b li sh e d in August 
1999. to cons ide r and re po rt 
o n o pti o ns fo r imp le me nting 
sing le freq uency networks and 
re le ,·a nt re la ted matters ::if
fecting d ig ita l te levision chan
ne l p lanning. 

In thi s va r ia ti o n to th e 
Q ueens/and Pa rt l dig ita l 
channel p !a 1ts. the ABA has 
p la nned bo th SF Ts and ne t
works us ing a dditi ona l chan-
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sig nifica nt numbers of view
e rs wo uld indeed be a ffected 
o n the Gold Coast and the 
Sunshine Coast reg io n if pure 
SFN o ptio ns uti lis ing VHF 
cha nne ls were und e rtaken. 
The ex pl anato ry pa pe r accom
panying the DCPs indica tes 
the number of peop le affected 
and ante nn a re placeme nt cost 
th at o th e rwise would eventu -
are . 

Digital planning publications: 

The ABA 's General Approach to Digital Terrestrial Television 

Broadcasting Planning and the Digital Terrestrial Television 

Broadcasting Planning Handbook (re leased together with the first 

digital channel plans in July 1999) and all digital channel plans and 

their explanatory papers, including the Digital Channel P'an 

Queensland: Part 1 - Brisbane and Toowoomba, are on the ABA's 

web site: www.aba.gov.au . Copies can also be obtained from the 

ABA by call ing Freecall 1800 810 24 1. All documents are free except 

t he Handbook, price $21 .65 (incl GST). 
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