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Applications for 

extensions of time 

must now be made 

to theABA 's 

Licensing Section 

within a 

reasonable period 

(8 to 1 2 weeks) 

before the 

commencement 

date. Licensees 

must also provide 

reasons and 

supporting 

documentation. 

For more information 
please contact Paul 
Newton, Assistant 
Manager, Licensing, 
tel: (02) 9334 7927 or 
Deb Farina, Project 
Officer, Licensing, 
tel: (02) 9334 7878. 
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New arrangements for 
extensions of time 

Applica tions fo r exte nsio ns of time before the 
start o f a broadcasting service must now be 
made to the ABA's Licensing Sectio n. This 
sho uld be d one within a reasonable period 
before the comme nceme nt date , typica ll y 8 to 
12 weeks. Licensees must also prov ide reasons 
and suppo rting documentatio n. 

The ABA wishes to e nsure that extensio ns a re 
granted only when the licensee can 
de monstrate that any delay in commencing a 
service is due to fa ctors outside the licensee 's 
contro l. The ABA will ordinarily grant an 
extension only for a maximum period o f six 
months. If a licensee requires an extensio n fo r 
longer than six mo nths, o r requ ests a furth er 
exte nsio n of time, the applica tion w ill be 
refe rred to a full meeting of the ABA fo r 
consideratio n. 

The same a rrangement appl ies for o pen 
narrowcasting services unde r the 
Radiocomniunication Act 1992. Open 
narrowcasting se rvices must o rdinaril y 
commence within s ix mo nths of the issue of 
the re levant licence. 

The ABA seeks to p ro mote the effi cie nt use of 
the racliofreq uency spectrum by encouraging 
licensees to com me nce broadcasting services 
as soon as p racticable after a licence is 

allocated . The Broadcasting Services Act 1992 
allows licensees 12 months from the elate the 
ABA alloca tes a licence to commence a service. 
Schedul e 2 to the Act g ives the ABA th e power 
to grant an extensio n o f the comme ncement 
date. 

Pay TV licences for: 

APT 

The ABA has allocated 30 subscription 
te levis io n broadcasting licences to Access l Pay 
Te levision Pty Ltd (APT). 

APT has indica ted that the licences w ill be 
used to prov ide a range o f services including 
finance , commerce , sho pping , sport , adult 
mate rial, edu catio n/ tra ining , techno logy , 
lifestyle, nature docume nta ries, movies , 
childre n 's ca rtoons and educa tio nal mate ri a l 
aimed at pre-teenagers . The services w ill be 
provided via sate lli te directly to home using 
digita l transmission techno logies . APT also 
inte nds to provide the services ove r third party 
ne tworks. 

ABA~Update 

TPGTV 

The ABA has a ll ocated 22 subscriptio n 
telev is ion broadcasting licences to TPG TV Pty 
Ltd . 

TPG has indica ted that the licences wi ll be 
used to provide a range of services including 
news , business info rmatio n, spo rt, ca rtoons, 
nature docume nta ries , Sky racing and mov ies . 
The services w ill be p rov ided via sa te lli te direct 
to the home using dig ital transmission. The 
video s ignal w ill be converted to dig ita l form , 
modulated and tra nsmitted to the sa te llite at th e 
up-link statio n. 

Challenges to LAPs 

Two chall enges to ABA decisions on analog 
radi o pla nning have recently comme nced in 
th e Fede ral Court. 

The first lega l challe nge concerns the 
Me lbo urne, Gee long and Colac licence area 
plans, determined by the ABA on 22 Jun e 
2000 . The p roceedings have been brought by 
Nezville Pty Limited , w hich holds a high­
power o pen narrowcasting transmitte r licence 
fo r 1422 kHz, and Harry Stamo ulis , who holds 
a high-power open na rrowcasting tra nsmitte r 
lice nce fo r 1l16 kHz. They have appliecl fo r a 
decla rati on that the ABA has acted unlawfully 
and/ o r in co ntraventi on of sections 23 , 26 and 
160 of the Broadcasting Services Act in the 
p rodu ction of the licence area pl ans . The 
a pplica nts are seeking declarations that 
decis io n 2 and decis io n 8 in the Melbo urne 
licence a rea plan and decisio n 3 in the Colac 
li cence a rea plan were unlawfull y made, and 
that the licence area plans or those parts o f 
the m w hich relate to 1116 kHz and 1422 kHz 
are inva lid . 

They are also seeking an injunctio n to 
restrain the ABA fro m implementing th e 
licence a rea plans o r alte rnatively, those parts 
o f the plans that re late to 1116 kHz and 1422 
kHz. The case has been listed for hearing in 
the Federal Court in Melbourne o n 9 
November 2000. 

The second legal cha llenge is to the Gosford 
licence a rea plan, de te rmined by the ABA o n 
31 Aug ust 2000. The applica nt is R G Ca pita l 
Radi o Pty Limited w hich holds two commercia l 
radio broadcasting licences fo r the Gosford 
lice nce area . The a pplicant is seeking an o rd e r 
to review the decis io n to make ava ilable an 
additio nal comme rcia l radio se rvice fo r th e 
Gosford lice nce area, on 104.5 MHz. The 
matte r is listed fo r a directions hea ring in the 
Federal Court in Sydney on 14 Nove mbe r 
2000 . 
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