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suppo rting th e prod uctio n o f chilclre n '.s 

programs, is seen as a mo c.l e l by ma ny 

countries . I spo ke abo ut the develo p
m e nt o f chilc.lre n 's te le vis io n in the 

context o f broac.l casting regula tio n in 
Austra lia in my ma in adc.lress to the 

o pe ning session o n inte rnatio nal broa c.1 -

cas tin g sys te ms a nd s tru ctures a t 

Jave ri ana Unive rs ity on 13 Septe mbe r. 
The re w as a Colo mbian fo cus a t th e 

m eeting with o ffi cia ls the next clay, 
w he n th e a tio na l Televisio n Commis

s io n (CNTV) a nc.I o the r agencies re

p o rted o n loca l stuc.lies o f c hildre n 's 

progra ms . 
The situ atio n with children 's te lev i

sio n in Co lo mbi a is no t surpris ing g iven 
the lack of p ositive program require

m e nts for chilc.lre n anc.I the prolife ratio n 
o f channels serving na tio nal, regio nal 

and city a uc.li e nces, a nc.I compe ting fo r
e ign sa te llite services. Li cens ing new 
se rv ices rath r tha n co nte nt regula tio n 

had ke pt C TV busy s ince it was esta b
lished in 1992. Loca l p rodu cers we re 
impressec.1 wi th the ca ndid presenta tio n 

o f the results o f a jo int industry-CNTV 
in ves tiga tio n o f c hilc.lre n ·s te lev is io n . 

It fo und tha t 80 p er cent o f childre n 's 

p rog rams were fo re ig n , 60 p e r cent 
were ca rtoons, a nd the re was m inima l 
educa ti o na l co nte nt. The re was no con

sistent sch eel u I ing o f programs and many 
programs were ta rgeted a t famili es rather 

than children . Some children 's progra ms 
o n the pri va te channe ls were no t broad
cast in th e required children 's time 

band . CNTV put forwa rc.I some propos

a ls to impro ve th e situa tio n , including 
set amo unts of childre n 's programs and 

qua lity crite ri a fo r the conte nt of those 

p rograms. An ince nt i\·e of extr~i ad ver

tis ing in re turn fo r mini 1T1urn leve ls o f 

cultu ra l progra mming. greate r fl ex ib il
ity in childre n 's t i1T1 e a nd suppo rt fro m 

Australia's experience in 

improving the quality of 

children's television and 

supporting the production 

of children's programs is 

seen as a model in many 

countries 

an existing te levisio n deve lo pme nt fund 

we re a lso p roposed. 
D isc uss io ns of ch ildre n a nd the mec.li a 

inev ita bl y in volve q uestio ns a bout th e 
po rtraya l of vio le nce. These quest ions 

we re m ore po inted in Co l om b i ~i w here 
vio le nce is un fo rtun ate ly a ve ry re~il 

pa rt of rna ny c hil d re n 's li ves and blood y 

conflict is regul a rl y re po rt ed in the 
news. The C TV ha s a 9.30 p . rn . ·water

shed ' a nd rules about the po rtraya l of 
vio le nce (a nd sexua l content) a imed a t 

the p rotectio n of ch ildre n . The use of 
\varnings , as in Austra li a , was seen as a 

good add itio nal safeguard. 

Integrating television and 
the Internet 

Appare ntl y Colo mbi a was a lead e r in 

the use o f radio in edu ca tio n twe nty 

C and P programs 

ABA[t]j Update 

yea rs ago. Th e edu ca tio nal disparities 
in the country as a wh o le coupl ed w ith 

eco no mi c turmo il g ive a n ac.lcl ed ur

ge ncy to finding new ways o f p rovid
ing edu ca ti o na l se rv ices mo re e ffec

ti ve ly. 
The integra ti o n of te lev is io n and the 

Inte rne t was ano th e r th e me a t the con

fe re nce. There is a p rogra m to bring a ll 
Bogota publi c schoo ls o nlin e a nd to 

g ive teache rs the techni cal skill s and 

confid e nce to integra te the Inte rne t a nd 
o the r e lectro ni c resources into class

room lea rning . 
Thro ug ho ut the confe re nce the re w as 

an e mphas is o n th e need to build social 
cohesio n a nd nati o nal ide ntity . Speak

e rs stressed the impo rta nce o f te levi
s io n as a p owerful mea ns o f re info rcing 

the va lues o f c itizenship in childre n and 

yo ung peo ple . 
The s pec ia l Prix Je unesse sess ion o n 

17 Septem be r was inte rested in the 
ABA's crite ri a fo r q ua lity set o ut in the 
Children 's Te lev is io n Sta ncl a rc.l s, a nd 

how we c lass ify chilc.lre n 's progra ms 
using expe rts in c hild deve lo pme nt a nd 
te lev isio n pro du cti o n . The CTS c rite ria , 

docume n ts d e ta iling ABA polic ies and 
research reports we re part of the mo u n
ta in of mate ri a l and ideas genera ted by 
confe re nce parti c ipa nts. 

The confe re nce fini shed very o ptimis
ti ca ll y w ith th e spea ke r fro m th e Minis

try o f Cul ture inviting all those commit
ted to bette r te levisio n fo r Colo mbia n 

chilc.lre n , 
to ga th er ro und th e po t plant so that we 

ca n w ater it togeth er. 

Programs granted C and P classification between 7 6 August and 26 September 2000. Producers interested in 
submitting programs for classification should contact the Children's Television section on (02) 9334 7840. 

Program title Origin Class New! Decision Applicant 
renewal date 

BUSH BEAT (SERIES 2) Australia c new 19-9-00 Queensland Television Limited 

CYBERGIRL Australia CAD new 18-9-00 Jonathan M Shiff Productions Pty Ltd 

Lil HORRORS (SERIES 3 & 4) Australia CAD new 26-9-00 December Films 

OUTRIDERS Australia PRC new 12-9-00 Southern Star Group 

THE REAL MACAW Australia CAD new 23-8-00 TCN Channel Nine 

WILD KAT Australia CAD new 16-8-00 Barron Entertainment 

C - children's program, CAD - C Australian drama, P- preschool, PRC - provisional C ~I 
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