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Inappropriate material for G time 

Complaint 

On 29 March 2000 th e ABA received a complaint 
alleging that, on 12 December 1999, a program 
promotion for a PG class ified program 'Just 
Shoot Me ' contained verba l sexual refe rences 
which we re not appropria te for broadcast in 
children's ca rtoon programs broadcast at 7.30 a. m. 
o n a Sunday. 

programs w hich start at 3.30 p.111 o n ::i weekday, 

or which are broa dcast between 7 30 p.m . and 

8 .30 p .m. on any day . A ll such progran1 

pro mo ti o ns must comply w ith the G class ifi ca tio n 

requirements set o ut in clau se 2.11 , and in add ition 

musr include no material wh ich invo lves any of the 

fo llowi ng: 

3.8.9 visual d eri cti o n o f. o r ve rbal refe rence Lo , 

sex ual behav iou r excep t of th e m ost innocuous 

Releva nt code kind : 

The Commercial Te levision Industry Code of Decision 
Practice provides: 

The General G Classification 

2. 11 Material cla ss ified G is not necessaril y 

intended for children but it must be ve ry mi ld in 

impact and must no t contain an y matter likel y to 

be unsuitabl e fo r children to watch without 

supe1Yisi o n . 

2.1 1. 2 Sex and Nudi ty: Visua l d epi ction o f , and 

ve rba l re fe rences to, sex ual behav iou r mu st b e 

brie f. infrequent , conta in littl e o r no deta il and 

be st ri c t l y limited to th e story line o r progra m 

context. Restra in ed , bri ef and infrequent v isu al 

d epi c ti o n o f nudity o nl y \vh e n abso lu te l y 

necessa ry to th e story line o r program co ntext. 

Promotions in G Programs 

3 6 O nly a rromotio n w hich comrl ies w ith 

c lause 3 8 and is for a P, C, G or PG program, o r 

for an un class ified news. current affai rs o r li ,·e o r 

nea r-li ve sr o rt ing p rogra m , ma y be broadcast 

during the fo llm.v in g programs: 

3.6 .1 ca rtoon program s in G \' iew in g peri o ds o n 

any cla y. 

Restrictions in G Viewing Periods and in 
Certain other G Programs 

3.8 Spec ial restri cti o ns app ly to the content of 

program promotions in G ,· iev,·ing peri o ds, o r in G 

The ABA fo und th at the licensee breached clause 
2. 11 of the code by broadcasting a promotion in 
a G classified timezone wh ich contained matter 
rhat was not very m ild in impact and was likely to 
be unsuitable fo r children to watch w ithout 
supervision; breached clause 3.8 o f the code by 
broadcasting a promotion w hich did no t comply 
with clause 2.1 1 and which contained verbal 
re fere nces wh ich were not of th e most innocu­
o us kine! and breached clause 3.6 of the code by 
broadcasting a promotion during a ca rtoon pro­
gram in a G viewing period w hich d id not 
comply with clause 3.8 of th e code . 

Action taken 

As a resuit of the Authority's in vestigat ion , the 
licensee sought a meet ing w ith the ABA to 
discuss code provisions in re latio n to sexual 
re fere nces in promotions. In addi tion th e licen­
see has taken actio n to e nsure that program 
promo ti o ns which comply with the G require­
ment.-; of the code hut are not a imed at children , 
are not placed in programs mainl y directed at 
childre n , such as ca rtoons. 
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