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Violence in a PG classified program 

Complaint 

In Febru ary 2000, the ABA received a compla int 
in re lation to an episode of a documentary ser ies, 
'The Colour of War', broadcast by NB Northern 
NSW. The com pla inant alleged that the second 
episode in the seri es contained footage of execu
tions, including images of vio lence, which was 
not suitable for a PG classified program. 

Relevant code of practice 

The Commercial Televis io n Industry Code of 
Pr;:ictice provides: 

The parental guidance recommended (PG) 
classification 

2. 13 Materi al cla ss ified PG may conra in ca refu l 

presentatio ns of adult themes o r concepts but must 

be mi ld in impact and remain suitable for children 

to wa tch w ith superv ision : 

2 13. 1 Violence: V isual depict ion o f v io le nce 

mu st be inexpl ic it , restra in ed , and justified by 

the story l in e o r program contexr. More leev,·ay is 

permitted w hen th e depi ct io n is sty li sed rath er 

than rea l ist ic, but all v io lence shown mu st be 

mild in impa ct, taking into account also th e 

language. so un ds and sp ec ial effec ts used. 

2.13 .6 Adu// Themes: The t rea tment of soc ial and 

domest ic confl ict and o ther th em es directed to a 

more adu l t audi ence sho uld be ca refully handl ed 

and mi ld in impact. 

Decision 

The ABA determ ined that the licensee of NBN 
Northe rn SW, B T Limited, breached subclause 
2.13 .1 and 2. 13.6 o f the code by broadcasting an 
e pisode of the program 'The Colo ur of Wa r' titled 
'Total War'. The ABA fo und that in the e pisode 
went fu rthe r tha n the PG class ificat io n a ll owed. 
The materia l fea tured images of vio lence that 
were not inexplicit o r restra ined nor was it mild 
in impact as req uired by the code . 

Action taken 

The li censee, NBN Limited, advised the ABA that 
it would take into cons id e ratio n the ABA 's find
ings and refe r the matte r to the Nine ne two rk 
who classified the program o n the ir beha lf The 
ABA notes that this is the first breach of thi s 
na ture by this licensee. The ABA w ill not take 
any furth e r action o n th is occasio n but w ill 
close ly mo nito r NBN limited·s future pe rfo rm
ance aga inst the code. 
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